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PEEFAOE, 



The events of 1866 and 1870 have given a new confi- 
dence to students of prophecy, because those years brought 
the fulfilment of expectations long cherished. It now 
appears, as it had been anticipated, that the season which 
saw the downfall of the ** Temporal Power " of the Papacy, 
and the ** going into perdition " of the eighth head of the 
Roman " Wild Beast," i.e., of the revived emperorship of 
the French, ended the long period before the " cleansing of 
the sanctuary," and also that shorter period of 1,260 years 
during which secular and ecclesiastical powers " would wear 
out the saints of the Most High." Yet another event, 
which has marked the date of prophecy, was " the prepara- 
tion of « the Way of the Kings of the East," in 1869. 

The Appendix to this volume contains a sjmopsis of the 
views of many prominent writers since the Reformfttion. 
It is readily to be seen that they agree in certain main 
points ; and it is to be noted that nearly all acknowledge 
the " First and Second Woes " to have been the Saracens 
and the Turks. No less do those who have written re- 
cently understand that the amazing change which began 



PREFACE. 

with the French Revolution was STmbolized by the ^ Third 
Woe/' Then, if agreement about meaning should produce 
confidence, it may fairly be said that there is no uncertainty 
respecting our era : it is the time of the *' Seventh Trum- 
pet." And, because that Seventh Trumpet contains the 
''Last Plagues" poured out of ^ seven viaUy* this very 
decade is under one of them, perEaps the "• Seventh." 

This little work brings up the interpretation to the close 
of the « Sixth Vial." 

The author has not yet seen reason to change the views 
set forth in this book: on the contrary, the events of 1877 
have called forth abundant testimony from English writers 
and legislators as to the value to the British Empire of 
<< the Way of the Kings from the East." The Suez Canal 
no longer needs a herald to proclaim its commercial and 
military importance. Also the English, the Kings fix>m 
the Eastj'have been more emphatically marked as ^ Kings " 
by the assumption of the title of '' Empress of India," by 
the Queen of Great Britain and Ireland. 

The reader is requested to note the events under the 
^' Seventh Trumpet," that is, since 1789 ; and especially 
under the sixth vial, which began in 1821. These will 
dispose him to look with increasing interest for the amazing 
catastrophes under the seventh and Uist vial, which it would 
seem are not far off. 

BosTOir, Mass., September, 1877. 
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PEOPHECY AND HISTOEY. 



I. 



THE SCOPE AND PURPOSE OF THE CHRONO- 
LOGICAL PROPHECIES. 

THOSE prophecies of Holy Scripture which 
properly may be termed chronological ap- 
pear intended to foreshow the Divine dealings 
with a determinate part of mankind in respect to 
the changes of government and the vicissitudes 
of the Cliurch ; or, more briefly, in respect to 
politics and religion. 

Evidently the reason why these prophecies have 
been recorded by Divine direction is not to gratify 
curiosity, but rather to encourage the servants of 
God with the thought, that political calamities, and 
evils in religion, exist by the Divine Long-suffering, 
and therefore that the Divine Goodness must be 
vindicated at the last. Furthermore, by these lofty 
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disclosures the believer apprehends the secret 
agents and hidden causes in the world unseen, 
which produce results that the mere beholder con- 
cludes have originated with men. 

The period embraced by the chronological 
prophecies is about twenty-five centuries in dura- 
tion. It reaches from the era of Nebuchadnezzar, 
B.C. 654, to A.D. 1866. And, even subsequent 
to this last date, prophecy forecasts the future, yet 
in a less definite manner. At the beginning of 
the long period just mentioned, the Jews — the 
chosen people of God — began to suffer bitter 
afflictions at the hands of the Gentiles, which will 
last " until the times of the Gentiles shall have 
been fulfilled." For this reason, prophecy treats 
mainly of those nations with whom the people of 
the Jews were to be in contact ; to whom they 
would impart the blessing of the religion of Christ, 
and yet by whom they would be persecuted. 
Thus the very changes which were an affliction to 
the Jews made the Gentiles acquainted with their 
superior religious knowledge, and peculiar hopes of 
a Deliverer for man. In proportion as this knowl- 
edge was spread by means of the Sacred Scriptures 
and by personal intercourse, the Jews were able 
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to bear witness to a higher moral standard and to 
a purer type of worship than was known by any 
of the Gentiles. In the midst of idol-worshippers, 
they testified against idolatry, and boldly declared 
that God is One ! " Hear, O Israel, The Lord 
our God is One Lord." The spread of this 
knowledge was as the dawn before the sun-rising 
of Christianity. 

The Great Empires, whose territory was to be 
the scene of the wonderful experiences of nations, 
civilized and afterwards enlightened by the knowl- 
edge of the True God, were Babylon, Persia, 
Greece, and Rome. Each performed its appointed 
work in coercing and restraining nations, who else 
would have been at enmity and engaged in war ; 
and a state of chronic contention and of war is 
eminently unfavorable to progress. Rome pre- 
served the peace of the world for ages after her 
vast frontier had been determined : so that, during 
centuries, the legions were not much more than 
the police-force of the Empire. When the vast 
fabric was broken into small kingdoms (the state 
in which it has existed for fourteen centuries), the 
world was distracted by a new scene of turmoil 
and confusion. It has been owing to this perpet- 
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ual dissension during this divided state of the 
Roman Empire, that Ciiristianity has labored 
with so barren results ; a religion which seeks to 
bring peace on earth. There has not been any 
all-pervading force to restrain the violent, since 
the era when the coercing power of the Roman 
Empire ceased. If the Papacy is imagined by 
some to have been such a power, it is not difficult 
to show that it has promoted wars oftener than it 
has opposed them, and has always evinced the 
selfishness which marks governments whose law is 
their own self-interest. The only approach to a 
restraining power has been a very modern device, 
by which a troublesome neighbor has been curbed 
by an alliance of several powers against him ; yet 
these well-intended efforts have produced new 
wars. It is quite probable that this experience 
of contention is nearly at its end, and that the 
chief promoters of these evils are to suffer an 
irretrievable downfall. Succeeding to the present 
reign of violence and force will be the rule of the 
Saints of God, when the principles of Christ's 
True Religion will prevail, will actuate govern- 
ments as well as individuals; and when the earth 
will be filled with the knowledge of The Lord. 



DANIEL. 



II 



THE METALLIC IMAGE WHICH SYMBOLIZED 
FOUR WORLD-EMPIRES. 

PROPHECY and the interpretation of proph- 
ecy have fallen into disrepute by reason of 
certain modem predictions which have been pub- 
lished from time to time, and which have been 
confuted by the event. Yet it is very far from 
the truth and from reason to conclude, as some 
have done, that nothing can be known about the 
interpretation or the fulfilment of prophecy. On 
the contrary, the events of the hundred years 
last past have shed light on the proplietic books in 
a way unexampled and surprising. 

It is intended in the following pages to set forth 
briefly the principal facts, as they have been 
already ascertained, which pertain to the fulfil- 
ment of prophecy; many of which are to be 
discerned in the vicissitudes of Christendom and 
of the Church of Christ ; and likewise to regard 
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other matters pertaining to the prophecies which 
are yet confessedly obscure. 

The two prophetic books on which interpreters 
have spent their labor, and, on the whole, not 
without the most useful results, are the Proph- 
ecies of Daniel written more than five hundred 
years before Christ ; and the Revelation of St. 
John written about ninety years after Christ. 

The Book of the prophet Daniel narrates four 
visions : — 

The Metallic Image, seen . . B. C. 603 
The Four Wild Beasts, seen . . B. C. 555 
The Ram and He-GtOat, seen . . B. C. 568 
The Things Noted in the Scrip- 
ture OF Truth, seen . . . B. C 534 

St. John's Revelation contains the vision of a 
Roll, or ancient manuscript book, which was 
sealed with seven seals. These seals were opened 
in succession. Of them the seventh seal com- 
prehends a series of seven trumpets; and the 
seventh trumpet ushers in seven angels, who pour 
out the vials of the last plagues. 

The prophecies of both Daniel and St. John 
are chronological, for which reason the incidents 
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of the prophecies are capable of being applied to 
the dates of events in history. * Besides tJiis, the 
propliecies of both refer repeatedly to a mystic 
period of time, the end of which will also be the 
end of the permitted reign of evil. If the be- 
ginning and ending of this mystic period can be 
fixed with certainty, the fact furnishes a key to 
the whole chronology of prophecy. This seems 
actually to have been done, and will be noted at 
the proper time. 

The first vision recorded in the Book of 
Daniel is the supernatural dream of King Nebu- 
chadnezzar, of which the interpretation was 
divinely revealed to Daniel. That great King 
beheld in his vision a mighty image, or statue, that 
of a man, which in size was gigantic, and in 
appearance was terrible. This image was com- 
posed of various metals, the head being of gold, 
the arms and breast of silver, the belly and thighs 
of brass, the legs of iron, the feet partly of iron, 
partly of clay. In the vision, as the King was 
gazing upon this statue, suddenly a stone struck 
the feet of it, and crushed them. Instantly the 
statue fell, its whole mass was dashed into frag- 
ments, and became as the chaff of the summer 

2 
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threshing-floors ; and the wind blew the dust away. 
But liie stone expanded and increased, and 
became a mountain, and filled *he whole eartli. 
Such was the vision. — Inspired by the Divine 
Spirit, the prophet Daniel declared to King Nebu- 
chadnezzar the interpretation. "Thou art this 
head of gold^'' he said, addressing the King. 
The %ilver portion of the image denoted an 
empire which would follow that of Babylon, over 
which Nebuchadnezzar was reigning at the time, 
and which he had raised to an extreme splendor 
by his conquests. That second empire would be 
inferior to Babylon in some respects, as silver is 
inferior to gold. The third, however, would be a 
Kingdom of 5ra««, and bear rule over all the 
earth. The fourth Kingdom would be the most 
powerful of all, excelling in strength those before 
it, as iron excels other metals. Yet this strength 
would eventually be divided, and the kingdom be 
in a fragmentary condition ; portions being strongs 
and portions being weak ; some being like iron, 
others like clay ; which difference was symbolized 
by the feet and toes being composed partly of 
iron, partly of clay. 

There never has been any doubt about the 
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meaning of the interpretation thus set forth by 
the prophet Daniel, nor about its proper applica- 
tion. Students of prophecy behold, set in order 
before them, a grand outline of history, beginning 
near the era of the prophecy itself, and reaching 
forward to our time, and perhaps nearly to the end 
of this nineteenth century. Thus the chronologi- 
cal period indicated by the image is at least 
twenty-five hundred years. With reference to 
succeeding prophecies, it may he compared to the 
contents of a book ; for as they are placed first to 
give the reader a general idea of what is to follow, 
so is this first vision, that of the metallic image, 
apparently intended to give in one view an out- 
line of a scheme of which the details are ex- 
pressed in the subsequent visions of the Book of 
Daniel and in the Revelation. The whole series 
of events, the outline, and the subsequent details, 
were prophecy at their announcement. If one 
reads the history of the last twenty-five centuries, 
he reads the fulfilment. 

As each division of the wonderful image had a 
symbolic meaning, which was expressed to the 
King in the prophetic interpretation, so also did 
the statue itself have a meaning when taken as a 
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whole. The giant man was a symbol of human 
strength guided by human intellect ; yet, as being 
human strength, it would oftentimes be actuated 
by human passion as well as guided by human 
intellect. Accordingly, everywhere in the coun- 
tries embraced in the world-empires which are 
symbolized by the parts of the image, there have 
been seen the efforts at advancement to which 
man is ever* impelled, marred, however, by the 
results of selfishness and evil passions and conten- 
tions. There has been a strong government 
providing for the well-being of the subject, yet, 
under the influence of ambitious motives and the 
lust of conquest, bringing untold evils on the 
countless multitudes of the conquered. And as 
the qualities of a vast number of individuals 
exhibit themselves in a type of national character, 
so have the four empires marked the period of 
their duration as a period of force guided with 
extreme intelligence for selfish ends. The polity 
of civilized man for two thousand five hundred 
years, his laws, his schemes, have been arranged 
for the aggrandizement of the governor, not for 
the best advantage of the governed. But the 
world seems to be advancing to a time when all this 
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is to be changed ; to be approaching the end of 
this enormous historic period of the duration of 
the four empires, and near the dawn of a brighter 
day for man. 

As the prophecy respecting the four empires 
symbolized by the four metals had its chronological 
commencement about the time of the Jewish 
Captivity, it is reasonable to conclude that the 
Jews were blessed with this prophetic knowledge 
because their nation would dwell mainly within 
the countries embraced by the four empires. At 
any rate, those empires have exerted an over- 
whelming influence for good and for evil unto this 
day upon the people of Israel. And yet another 
reason for the prophetic intimation is seen in the 
Divine Intention that those nations, later in the 
world's history, should be blessed with the knowl- 
edge of the Gospel, and ultimately should become 
its propagators to the ends of the earth. Thus it 
has come to pass, that, near the end of this pro- 
phetic period, we can look back over a history 
which it surpasses human imagination to invent, 
and may read its incidents with a key to its pur- 
pose furnished by Wisdom no less than Divine. 

At the time, then, at which this prophecy was 

2* 
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9 

put on record, tlie well-being of the chosen people 
of God had become identified with the prosperity 
of Babylon and of its King. At least two gen- 
erations of Hebrews would know no other land. 
They were of the nations who were under the 
sway of the head of gold. This first empire of 
the prophecy was of great extent: it touched 
India on the east, and included all to the Medi- 
terranean Sea on the west. It had likewise in- 
herited the results of a civilization fifteen centuries 
old, in a land which had been the earliest 
settled by man. This empire of the head of gold 
endured only a century ; brilliant, but transitory. 
While Israel dwelt in Babylon as in their own 
land, building houses and planting gardens, and 
praying for the peace of the kingdom, as Jeremiah 
the prophet commanded (xxix. 6), Babylon was 
prospered ; but, the season of the captivity of 
seventy years having been accomplished, Babylon 
fell to rise never again as the head of Chaldaea. 

In the year B.C. 538, the second empire, that 
of Persia, which was symbolized by the silver por- 
tion of the statue, absorbed into itself the empire 
of Babylon by the conquest of that city, which 
had been the centre of the dominion. Thus fell 
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the Great Babylon of Nebuchadnezzar, the "glory 
of kingdoms, the beauty of the Chaldees' excel- 
lency," thenceforth a captive in the train of the 
conquerors. In the year B.C. 538, therefore, 
the world-empire of Persia began to be symbol- 
ized by its proper portion of the image. 

During the continuance of this Empire of 
Persia, the Jews remained a tributary nation, but 
rather the object of favor than of violence. 
Eventually the King of Persia restored them to 
their own land, and rebuilt the Temple. Like 
the empire which it supplanted, the empire of 
Persia was vast : its armies overflowed into Eu- 
rope, and threatened the conquest of Greece. 
We know of Persia chiefly through the Greek 
historians ; for Persia stood like a giant, threatening 
to stamp the republics of Greece into the dust, 
while, on the other hand, the Greeks,' with daring 
valor, successfully withstood the legions innumera- 
ble which the " Great King " (as the Greeks 
called him) marshalled for their subjugation. 
Even the five millions of Xerxes, the largest 
armed multitude ever collected, drawn from the 
" one hundred twenty and seven provinces " of 
Persia, made but a temporary impression on 
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Europe. The sway of tlie Persians was confined 
to Asia by the unequalled valor of the Greeks. 
On the continent of Asia, however, the silver 
empire ruled supreme about two centuries. 

The result of the contest with the^ Persians, 
when they invaded Europe, revealed to the 
Greeks their own military pre-eminence, even 
under an extreme inferiority in numbers. Thus 
when, in due course of time, Alexander of Mace- 
don, who h^d inherited the sovereignty of Greece 
from his father Philip, undertook the invasion 
of Asia, his enterprise was by no means a 
desperate one, notwithstanding the numbers op- 
posed to him. Alexander's success was so rapid, 
however, as to seem evidently directed by Provi- 
dence. At the decisive' battle of Arbela, B.C. 
331, Darius, the Persian monarch, suffered a final 
defeat ; and his mighty empire fell into the hands 
of the Greeks. 

With the date of the following year, B.C. 330, 
began the third empire, that of the Greeks, — the 
kingdom of brass, — " which was to bear rule over 
all the earth." The Empire of Alexander 
stretched from India on the east, into Europe on 
the north-west, and included Egypt on the south- 
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west. This enormous dominion was symbolized 
by the brazen belly and thighs of the image. It 
continued as a united empire but about ten years, 
and, after the death of Alexander, became sepa- 
rated into four principal monarchies. The empire 
of the Greeks endured in this divided condition 
about three hundred years. Thus the chronology 
of the first three prophetic empires comprehends a 
period of only six centuries of the twenty-five 
centuries of the duration of the whole image. 

About the time of the Christian Era, the ii'on 
or Roman Empire — the fourth empire — 
absorbed that of the Greeks. The iron part of 
the image was the legs. " The fourth Kingdom," 
said the prophet, "shall be strong as iron, foras- 
much as iron breaketh in pieces and subdueth all 
things ; and as iron that breaketh all these shall it 
break in pieces and bruise." Accordingly, the 
gigantic power of Rome conquered the territory 
of the golden, the silver, the brazen empires, and 
added that to its own empire, which previously 
extended over almost the whole of Europe. The 
Roman Empire in its greatest extent included 
Northern Africa, Egypt, Palestine, and Asia east 
to the Indus, though the Euphrates was usually 
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the eastern boundary : it also embraced the prov- 
inces of Asia on the Black Sea, and in Europe 
nearly the whole continent and the British Isles. 
However, the very bulk of the Empire was a 
burden. The noble Mediterranean Sea did 
indeed give easy access to the capital, Rome, from 
almost every province ; and the military roads 
which radiated from Rome for hundreds of miles 
afforded means of speedy communication ; yet it 
was found expedient that a division of the empire 
should be made into The East and The West. 
Accordingly, about three hundred years after 
Christ, a second capital was established in the east, 
the City of Constantine. The Eastern Roman 
Empire subsisted, with Constantinople as its centre, 
until A.C. 1453, when the Turks took that city, and 
made it the capital of the " Ottoman Empire." 
Because, then, the Roman Empire in the East 
endured nearly fifteen centuries after Christ, the 
traditions of Greek learnincr and civilization were 
preserved while Europe was passing through the 
period which is called " The Dark Ages.'* The 
misfortunes which finally befell the East were not 
without benefit to Europe ; for many learned 
Grieeks took refuge in the West, bringing with 
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them precious manuscripts ; and by doing this 
they contributed greatly to the revival of learning 
in Europe. 

In the west, that is, in Europe, the Roman 
Empire suffered pecuHar vicissitudes by the inva- 
sions of the Gothic nations, so called. In the 
fourth century their attacks commenced ; and by 
the end of the sixth century they had founded 
ten kingdoms on the territory of the Western 
Roman Empire. One-half of the Empire, and 
that the original territory, was thus forcibly 
wrested from its possessors. In the east, the 
Empire remained intact, with its capital city, Con- 
stantinople, or New Rome ; but, in the west. Old 
Rome lost its pre-eminence as a political capital 
about the middle of the fifth centurv. Other 
causes, not secular, have made Rome an ecclesi- 
astical capital for Europe ever since, or for more 
than twelve hundred years. But Rome sunk 
politically, just in proportion as the " Gothic " 
Kingdoms rose, and as each King naturally 
aggrandized his own chief city. 

This fragmentary condition of the Western 
Empire, or Roman Empire Proper, is foreshadowed 
in the prophetic interpretation. The legs of the 
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image were the empire, strong as iron ; but the 
feet were of iron indeed, yet mingled with a 
substance of the opposite sort, that is, with clay. 
" And," said the interpretation, " whereas tliou 
sawest the feet and toes, part of potter's clay, 
and part of iron, the kingdom shall be divided ; 
but there shall be in it of the strength of the irOn ; 
forasmuch as thou sawest iron mixed with miry 
clay. And as the toes of the feet were part of 
iron, and part of clay, so the kingdom shall be 
partly strong and partly broken." — It is evident 
from history that the iron Empire has continued in 
this " divided " condition since the erection of the 
kingdoms of the invading northern nations. Also 
the Imperial Power has subsisted even in form ; for 
the monarch of one of the northern invading na- 
tions, Charles the Great, the ruler of the Franks, 
was cro\^ned at Rome, A.D. 800, as " King of the 
Romans ; " thus reviving the line of Western Em- 
perors. Since that date, until recent times, one of 
the monarchs of Europe has held this title of ''Em- 
peror and King of the Romans." Meanwhile, in- 
testine wars in the territoiy of the iron kingdom, 
that is, in Europe, have so changed boundaries, 
obliterated smaller principalities, and created new 
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territorial lines, that of the ten original kingdoms 
of the invaders properly only one remains ; that is 
the kingdom of the Franks, or France. In fact, 
France by survivorship has become the heir of the 
Roman Empire. There has been among these 
kingdoms the strength of the iron ; for the Euro- 
pean nations have always been marked by mil- 
itary skill and warlike energy : and there has also 
been the weakness of the clay ; for European his- 
tory during d thousand years and more has been 
full of such political changes, that nothing has 
seemed permanent but the spirit of contention. 
Only for a brief season under Charles the Great, 
and for a still shorter one under Napoleon I., has 
one power so gained the pre-eminence in Europe, 
that^ny thing like the unity of administration of 
the ancient times of the Empire has been possible. 
By comparing prophecy with history, we are 
able to discern most evidently the relation to each 
other of the changes, which, ages ago, the 
prophet Daniel predicted. These changes have 
not yet ceased, because this " divided '* condition 
of the iron Empire still continues. The image 
has not yet . fallen into dust. The nations of 
Europe still retain the strength of the iron. And 
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until very recently, at their head, and exerting 
the chiefest influence, has been the Kingdom of 
the Franks, occupying the place it has held dur- 
ing the centuries of modern history. The late 
Ruler of this powerful people set forth a theory, 
partly new, partly old ; that of Caesarisra, based 
on democracy, — the rule of an absolute monarch, 
made absolute by the popular vote. This he 
offered as the panacea for all political evils. 
And, too, we have hardly ceased to * hear the old 
phrases, — the "decree of the Senate," the decree 
of the people Q' plebiscite ^^^^ the "victorious 
Eagles," the " Latin Race." Surely the statue 
has not yet crumbled to atoms. 

It is useless to conjecture what shape the causes 
and effects will take which will produce the down- 
fall of the image, i.e., the utter destruction of the 
traditions and ideas of the Roman Empire, which 
still exert so powerful an influence all over Eu- 
rope. We ought to believe, however, that, as 
every change symbolized by the succession of 
parts in the image has been fulfilled, so will the 
destruction occasioned by the stroke of the stone 
upon the feet also take place. As was said before, 
this amazing change thus predicted seems to indi- 
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cate a brighter day for man. In this very century 
what surprising over-turnings ! What breaking 
up of ancient traditions, of time-honored customs, 
and this, too, in almost every nation in the world ! 
How wonderfully different the state of civilized 
nations in very many respects from what it was 
one hundred years ago! Let the change go 
on with the rapidity of its progress for the 
last generation, and A.D. 1900 will behold a 
new Europe, and the " Kingdom of the Moun- 
tain " will be expanding before the eyes of man- 
kind. It may be expected that this change will 
affect all the countries comprehended in the limits 
of the "Four World-Empires." Most likely, 
too, it will seem to come as the consequence of 
wars, just as all previous changes symbolized by 
the succession of metals have been produced in 
that manner. 

It must not be overlooked that the agency which 
has been directing the events of this great historic 
period of twenty-five centuries is supernatural 
agency. The stone that smote the image was cut 
out of the mountain without hands^ that is, without 
human hands. Evidently, then, the Divine Power 
of Goodness and Righteousness in some way will 
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overthrow and replace the traditions of those gov- 
ernments which are based on violence and oppres- 
sion, and which are actuated by the spirit of the 
" god of this world." The Kingdom of Heaven 
will overthrow the " Kingdom of sin, Satan, and 
death ! '* How this will be done, who can tell ? 
But, that it will be done, who can avoid believ- 
ing? 



III. 

THE VISION OF THE FOUR WILD BEASTS. 

« 

IN the year B.C. 555, which was the first year 
of Belshazzar King of Babylon, the prophet 
Daniel himself began to receive revelations from 
God. Daniel in his youth had interpreted the 
visions of King Nebuchadnezzar. Half a century 
had elapsed since his wonderful ability had been 
disclosed ; and now, at the age of nearly three- 
score and ten, he himself was honored with several 
stupendous visions, and with their authentic in- 
terpretation by the attendant angel. The main 
symbols of the first vision, which was seen B.C. 
555, coincided in meaning with the parts of the 
metallic image seen by King Nebuchadnezzar fifty 
years previous. The prophet beheld four wild 
beasts rise out of the sea, differing in their appear- 
ance. The first was like a lion, and had eagles- 
wings ; the second was like a bear ; the third was 

8» 
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like a leopard, having four wings and four heads ; 
the fourth was a nondescript animal, very terrible, 
destructive in its acts, with teeth of iron and claws 
of brass, and having ten horns. While the 
prophet gazed at this last, a little horn protruded 
from among the cluster of ten ; and before it three 
of the ten horns were rooted up. This little 
horn was remarkable because it had eyes like a 
man's eyes, and a mouth which spake great things. 
The prophet gazed on because of the voice (^Grr,t 
because of the sound) ^ of the great words which 
the horn spake. He beheld the vision of Judg- 
ment before the Ancient of Days ; he saw the 
fourth wild beast slain, his body destroyed and 
burned up. (The other three wild beasts were de- 
prived of dominion ; but their lives were prolonged 
for a season and time.) After the judgment and 
destruction of the fourth wild beast, the prophet 
beheld One like a son of man, who was brought 
before the Ancient of Days, and an everlasting 
dominion was given to Him, that all nations should 
serve Him. 

This vision was interpreted to the prophet by 
one who stood by. Said the interpreting angel, 
" These great blasts, which are four, are four 
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kings, which shall arise out of the earth.*' * The 
angel added, " But the saints of the Most High 
shall take the kingdom and possess the kingdom 
for ever, even for ever and ever." On further 
inquiry by the prophet respecting the fourth 
wild beast, so terrible and strange in appearance, 
and respecting the ten horns, especially the 
" little " horn, the answer was made : that this 
fourth wild beast should be " the fourth kingdom 
upon earth," different from all other kingdoms, 
and destined to subdue the whole earth ; . . . that 
" the ten horns out of this kingdom ' are ten 
kings (i.e. kingdoms) which shall arise ; " that 
" another 'king (kingdom) shall rise after them, 
diverse from the first (ten), and he shall subdue 
three kings." " And he," continued the angel, 
" shall speak great words against the Most High, 
and shall wear out the saints of the Most High, 
and think to change times and laws ; and they 
shall be given into his hand until a time and 
times and the dividing W time. But the judg- 
ment shall sit, and they shall take away his 

* In this and in similar places in the Book of Daniel, Gesenius 
defines the word translated king to mean kingdom; and this word 
is presently used. 
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dominion to consume and to destroy it unto the 
end. And the kingdom . . . shall be given to 
the people of the saints of the Most High*" . . . 
(Abridged from Dan. vii.) 

There is no difficulty in discerning in the four 
wild beasts of this vision the four kingdoms, or 
rather empires, of the great metallic image ; that 
is, Babylon, Persia, Greece, Rome. There is, 
however, an important addition made to the 
prophetic disclosure, by means of the peculiar 
symbolism in connection with the fourth wild 
beast. This last had ten horns. What is the 
meaning of the ten horns, and of the one little 
horn ? Or, since the fourth wild beast is without 
doubt the Roman Empire, what ten kingdoms 
rose up in the Roman Empire, and what one 
kingdom after them, unlike them in character, 
and before which three of them fell ? — If this 
question is put to History, it tells of the invasion 
of the " northern barb^ians," of the ten king- 
doms which they erected in Europe within the 
original territory of the Roman Empire; and it 
relates the striking fact that one of them, and 
one only, that is the kingdom of the Franks, or 
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France, has continued to this day. The secular 
history of Europe for fourteen centuries has been 
that of the wars, the changes, the downfalls, of 
the ten kingdoms and of their successors. (Let 
it here be noted that no fixed duration is de- 
clared in the prophecy for individual kingdoms of 
the ten.) These ten kingdoms, as they existed at 
their first founding, have been enumerated, with 
some differences, by different writers on the 
prophecies, with, however, a substantial agree- 
ment. They are as follows : — 

m 

1. The Vandals of North AMca. 

2. The Suevi in Spain. 

3. The Alani in Spain. 

4. The Burgundians in Belgic Gaul. 

5. The Franks in Gaul. 

6. The Visigoths in Spain. 

7. The Saxons in Britain. 

8. The first Gothic Kingdom in Italy under Odoacer. 

9. The second Grothic kingdom in Italy of the 

Ostrogoths. 

10. The Lomhard kingdom in Italy. 

These kingdoms were founded within the 
territory of the original empire, which consisted 
of Italy, Gaul, Spain, Northern Africa, and 
Britain. 
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But what was the meaning of the little horn, 
having eyes, and a mouth speaking great things, 
before which three of the ten horns, or kingdoms, 
were uprooted? Did any power arise just after 
the "Gothic" kingdoms had been founded, — a 
power unlike a secular power, yet having great 
dominion ? Did three kingdoms fall in presence 
of that rising power? Did that power speak 
words against the Most High, and wear out the 
saints of the Most High, and think to change 
times and laws ? — In answer, History tells of the 
maj^Jous dominion acquired by the Bishop of 
Rome, — ,a power openly arrogated A.D. 606, and 
which has not ceased to be claimed until this mo- 
ment, though now all the states of Europe are in 
opposition. — The power of this little horn grew 
by degrees. As soon as Christianity was acknowl- 
edged by the secular power of the Empire as the 
Tnie Religion, the influence of the Bishop of the 
capital city, Rome, could .not but be very great. 
This influence was further enhanced by the weak- 
ness of the Imperial government in the West 
consequent on the " Gothic " Invasion. Finally, 
some of the new states established by the invaders 
themselves gave way before it, that is, in presence 
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of it ;• for the three kingdoms in Italy fell in suc- 
cession. The kingdom of Odoacer was displaced 
by the Ostrogoths, they by the Lombards, and 
thevse by the Franks, whose King increased the 
-influence of the spiritual power of Rome by be- 
stowing a temporal dominion on its Bishop. It is 
not necessary to trace the symbolism of the eyes 
and mouth of the horn, speaking great things. 
Every circumstance in the prophecy denotes that 
tlie little horn symbolized the Papacy. 

On the question of the giving up of the Saints 
into the hand of this "horn'' for a time, times, 
and the dividing of time, it is enough to say, in 
tliis connection, that expositors reckon this mystic 
number as expressing twelve hundred and sixty 
years, and, for the most part, place the commence- 
ment of the period in A.D. 606, by wHich esti- 
mate it must have ended A.D. 1866. 



THE VISION OF THE RAM AND HE-GOAT, TO- 
GETHER WITH THE MYSTIC INTERVAL TILL 
THE CLEANSING OF THE SANCTUARY. 

THE second vision which was seen by Daniel 
occurred two years after the first, in the 
tliird year of Belshazzar, — B.C. 553. It is called 
by some " the vision of the ram and he-goat." 
The time of the action of this and of the former 
vision is the same : but the scene of the one is dif- 
ferent from that of tlie other ; the scene of the 
first being mainly in Europe, while that of the 
second is laid in Asia. 

The sacred record states that the prophet was 
at Sliushan, a royal residence on the banks of the 
River Ulai or Eulaeus, — a stream which empties 
into the Euphrates not far from its mouth. In vis- 
ion he seemed to himself to be standing on the 
river-bank ; and on the western bank he beheld a 
ram standing. This creature had two horns, lofty. 
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but of unequal height ; and the higher came up 
later. This ram pushed towards the west, north, 
and south, and overcame all opposition, and became 
great. — As the prophet considered the vision, a 
he-goat came from the west, bounding from side to 
side so rapidly as to cover every part of the field 
of view, and with such lofty leaps, that he seemed 
not to touch the earth. This he-goat had a single 
notable horn growing out of his forehead. This 
goat, perceiving the ram, attacked him, and almost 
instantly conquered him. This he-goat increased 
in size, as the ram increased previously ; and then 
the single great horn between his eyes was broken, 
and four others came up instead of it. — And out 
of one of the four horns came a single little horn, 
which increased in size exceedingly south and east, 
and toward the pleasant land. " And it waxed 
great, even to the host of heaven ; and it cast down 
some of the host and of the stars to the ground, 
and stamped upon them. Yea, he magnified 
himself even to the prince of the host^ and by 
him the daily sacrifice was taken away, and the 
place of his sanctuary was cast down. And a 
host was given him against the daily sacrifice by 
reason of transgression ; and it cast down the 
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truth to the ground; and it practised and pros- 
pered." 

The prophet sought to understand the vision, 
and it was explained to him by the Archangel 
Gabriel. This illustrious interpreter first declared 
that the vision should continue unto the " time of 
the end.^^ And presently he added, " I will make 
thee know what shall be in the last end of the 
indignation " (or unto the last times of the angry 
defiance — Faber) ; " for at the time appointed the 
end shall be." 

Chap. viii. ver. 20 : " The ram which thou saw^est 
having two horns are the kings (kingdoms) of Media 
and Persia." These two kingdoms were united into 
one. Of the two, Persia was the more illustrious, 
but rose to distinction later ; which was signified 
by the unequal size of the horns, of which the 
higher came up later. Having been increased in 
power by conquest, the kingdom of the ram be- 
came the Empire of Persia. — This Empire of 
Persia endured from the taking of Babylon, B.C. 
538 (by which event, under the sway of Cyrus, 
it absorbed Assyria), until the downfall of Darius, 
B.C. 330, — a period of two hundred and eight 
years. — The angelic interpreter continued (ver. 
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21), " The rough goat is the king (kingdom) of Gre- 
cia." The Greeks, under the command of Alex- 
ander, founded the Greek Empire in the East, B.C. 
330, by seizing the Empire of Persia. The rapidity 
of the conquest was well symbolized by the rapid 
bounding of the goat. The contest lasted but four 
years. Ver. 21 : "The great horn that is between 
his eyes is the first king." — This applies plainly to 
Alexander the Great. Ver. 22 : " Now that (horn) 
being broken, whereas four stood up for it, four 
kingdoms shall stand up out of the Nation, but 
not in his power." The Empire of the Greeks 
under Alexander was broken into four portions 
after his death, — the kingdoms of Egypt, Syria, 
Thrace, and Greece, with their dependencies. Not 
one, however, was as powerful as the dominion of 
the great conqueror. Of the four, Egypt and 
Syria were far more powerful than the other two, 
and more enduring. Ver. 23 : ''And in the latter 
time of their kingdom, when the transgressors are 
come to the full, a king of fierce countenance, and 
understanding dark sentences, shall stand up." In 
the interpretation of this verse, which itself is the 
explanation of the " little horn " of the he-goat, the 
question arises whether the words "latter time of 
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their kingdom " refer to an epoch in the history of 
the Greek Empire while the four kingdoms still sub- 
sisted, or to a subsequent time. For by ch. vii. 
12, though the dominion of the first three wild 
beast empires was taken away, their lives were 
prolonged for a season and time. By this is to be 
understood that the peoples were not disintegrated, 
and absorbed into other races, but preserved . their 
national life. At the first glance, it might seem as 
though the "king of fierce countenance" would 
stand up while the four kingdoms were yet in ex- 
istence. But the vision itself contains a hint to 
place the era later. Thus, in the nineteenth verse, 
it is written, " I will make thee know what shall 
be in the last end of the indignation ; " and, in the 
twenty-sixth verse, " Shut thou up the vision ; for it 
shall be for many days^ These phrases, especially 
the latter, show that the vision covers a very ex- 
tensive duration of time ; and in fact, in the seven- 
teenth verse, the angel bids Daniel understand that 
the vision will extend to the " time of the end," 
or to the close of the mystic period. These con- 
siderations have led interpreters to seek for some 
power which rose in the countries comprehended 
in the Empire of Alexander, and which manifested 
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itself at a period of corruptions in religion, — a 
period indicated by the phrase, " when the transgreB- 
sora are come to the fulV* Interpreters have also 
looked for some power in Asia which has been an 
evil to Christendom in the East, such as the Pa- 
pacy, the little horn of the first vision, has been in 
the West. They have discerned in the rise of the 
political and ecclesiastical kingdom of Mohammed, 
and his successors the Caliphs and Sultans, the 
power symbolized by the little horn of the he-goat, 
and interpreted by the angel, (Ver. 23), "a king of 
fierce countenance." (Hebrew, " hard of face,'' 
i.e., " shameless." — (re«.) The Arabian impostor, 
brandishing the sword and offering "the Koran, 
tribute, or death," is the opposite as well as opponent 
of the lovinor Saviour. Ver. 23 : " understanding 
dark sentences:" this may justly be referred to the 
doctrines of the Mohammedan religion. Ver. 24 : 
" his power shall be mighty, but not by his own 
power" (thc'. prophet of Mecca appealed to the 
sword, not to argument); " and he shall destroy 
wonderfully, and shall prosper and practise, and 
shall destroy the mighty and the holy people." 
Because the vision will last to the time of the end, it 
is necessary to understand by the mighty and holy 

4* 
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people the Christian Church. In the East, the 
Christians have been suffering desolation from the 
Mohammedan tyranny for more than twelve hun- 
dred years. Ver. 25 : *' And through his policy also 
shall he cause craft to prosper in his hand ; and 
he shall magnify himself in his heart, and by peace 
shall destroy many : he shall also stand up against* 
the Prince of princes ; but he shall be broken 
without hand." During the conquests of Moham- 
med and his successore, many of the clergy and 
laity of the Christian Church, called in the tenth 
verse the "host of heaven," were slain or mar- 
tyred, or else forced or tempted into apostasy. — 
The impostor himself declared that he was the 
"Comforter" whom Christ promised, and that he 
was the chiefest of the prophets. — Contrary to the 
catastrophe of the little horn in the first visitm 
(which is disclosed in St. John's Revelation), the 
little horn of the he-goat is " to he broken without 
hand;^^ i.e., without human agency. So in the 
vision of the metallic image, the stone is cut out of 
the mountain ^'without hand;^^ showing that the 
agency w^iU be that of the invisible world. 

If attention is turned from the subject-matter of 
the prophecy to look for a moment at the eighteen 
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centuries called Christian, it is seen that the first 
three centuries were marked by persecution, but 
distinguished by purity of doctrine and holiness of 
life ; and that the three following, from the fourth 
to the sixth inclusive, were characterized by a de- 
terioration in morality and by a laxity of practice. 
During the last-mentioned period, indeed, the 
" depositum " of the faith was guarded with jeal- 
ousy ; yet corruptions of practice were increasing. 
But the beginning of the seventh century was sig- 
nalized by two events, of which the force and 
importance have been perceived only within the 
last two hundred years. That epoch beheld the 
assertion of the papal claims in the West, and 
the success of the imposture of Mohammed in the 
East. Since that time, these two opponents of true 
Christianity, the " little horns " of the two visions, 
alike in being powers at once spiritual and tempo- 
ral, have lorded it over the Church, have "cast 
down some of the host of heaven," and have tyr- 
annized over the " saints." The " transgressors " 
in the Church have introduced practices resembling 
the ancient idolatry of the heathen, and have re- 
placed self-denial with luxury, and humility with 
worldliness. At the time referred to in the proph- 
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ecies, these and kindred spiritual evils had opened 
the way to a movement which in the East partially 
took the shape of a reformation ; for the Moham- 
medans destroyed images, and enjoined abstinence 
from wine : and partly that of a Christian heresy ; 
for they denied the Divine nature of Jesus while 
they acknowledged him as a prophet. In the 
West^ the result of the evih was a spiritual mon- 
archy. All ecclesiastical power became centred 
in a Bishop of bishops, the spiritual, and, by con- 
sequence, the temporal sovereign of the World. 
In brief, the result of this manifestation of the 
power of evil, which warred on the " «am^«," and 
^^ practised and prospered^ and destroyed the mighty 
and the holy people^*^ has been to perpetuate the 
corruptions of practice, and to increase the corrup- 
tions of doctrine, through twelve centuries, down 
to our own time. Both in the East and in the 
West, though in unlike ways, has the sanctuary 
been defiled, the daily sacrifice been taken away 
(that is, the true and pure worship of God), and 
the abomination of desolation set up, the soul-de- 
stroying error of Mohammed, and the no less 
desolating superstitions promoted by the Bishop of 
Rome, or " the Pope." 
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Will the "Sanctuary" be cleansed, and when? 
Will the Church of Christ throughout the world 
be reformed after the pattern of primitive purity in 
doctrine and in government, and once more be " as 
a city that is at unity in itself?" Will Popery 
and Mohammedism both come to an end ? 

The prophet Daniel received encouragement 
from the angel to expect this blessed consumma- 
tion, wliich all faithful souls in Christ's Holy 
Church must ardently hope for. 

Chap. viii. 13 : " Then I heard one saint speak- 
ing ; and another saint said unto that certain saint 
which spake " (marginal reading^ " unto the won- 
derful numberer"), " How long shall be the vision 
concerning the daily sacrifice, and the transgression 
of desolation, to give both the sanctuary and the 
host " (i.e., of heaven : see ver. 10.) " to be trodden 
under foot? And he said unto me, Unto two 
thousand three hundred days : then shall the sanc- 
tuary be cleansed." 

This mystic number, two thousand three hun- 
dred days (in the original expressed as one period, 
an evening-morning of two thousand three hun- 
dred), has offered to expositors a more trying 
problem than any other similar place in Scripture. 




46 PROPHECY AND HISTORY. 

Its beginning has been far more troublesome to 
determine than that of the mystic twelve hundred 
and sixty days. Daniel and his companions did 
not understand the vision at the time ; and it was 
to be sealed up until the time of the end, to which 
time the angel announced that the vision would 
extend. The prophet himself could not fix the 
termination, and, of course, neither could he fix the 
commencement. 

Nevertheless, the declaration of the angel, that 
the vision would be for many days, or for a long 
period, and still further that it would extend to 
the time of the end, gives the clew to ascertain its 
chronological limits. Assuming, then, that the time 
of the end is that date which very many expositors 
have believed it to be, viz., A.D. 1866, it is possi- 
ble to reckon backwards, and thus to arrive at the 
beginning of the mystical evening-morning. This 
date, which often has been considered the probable 
date of the time of the end, viz., about A.D. 1866, 
has lately attracted the attention of many thought- 
ful minds, and aroused the inquiry whether this 
generation is not living in a peculiar period of the 
world's history. The world has just beheld two 
most dreadful blows inflicted on despotisms which 
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long have crushed government civil and ecclesias- 
tical, — the loss inflicted on France as an Empire, 
and on the Papacy by the absorption of the Papal 
States into the kingdom of Italy. Has the new 
state of things resulting from the change during 
1866-70 come by chance ? 

If the reckoning is commenced A.D. 1870, 
which year has just seen the downfall of the 
Temporal Power before United Italy, and no less 
the downfall of the Roman Kincrdom of Prance 
under its Caesar, — events which suggest the vast 
importance of the era, — a retrogression of two 
thousand three hundred years will carry back the 
commencement of the period to B.C. 430. A look 
at the tables of ancient chronology assures one 
who might make the calculation, that not any po- 
litical act of world-wide importance took place two 
ihouBand three hundred years ago ! And it may 
be added here, that whatever date may be taken, 
be it the triumph of Persia over Babylon, B.C. 
538, or of Greece over Persia, B.C, 330, or of 
the founding of the Persian Power, B.C. 784, this 
period of two thousand three hundred (years) gives 
absolutely n/o result. Very many expositors have 
made the calculation, and have fixed upon eras. 
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whichy however, did not meet the condition of the 
prophetic problem^ that the period should continue to 
the time of the end; and respecting which eras it 
is difficult to conceive that the solutions were sat- 
isfactory to the persons who devised them. Nor 
is it too much to affirm, that this number, two 
thousand three hundred, whicli designates a period 
declared to continue until the time of the end, 
will not fit itself into any calculation. 

But the investigator of this question learns, with 
surprise it may be, that there are various readivigs 
of this prophetic number in Dan. viii. 14. Thus 
the Hebrew text, as received, and the Greek and 
Latin translations, all read two thousand three 
hundred. The weight of numbers is altogether in 
favor of this reading. It was also supposed that 
another reading, two thousand four hundred, had 
been found in the translation of Theodotion pre- 
served in the ancient and celebrated manuscript 
in the Vatican Library in Rome, and published 
in the famous Sixtine edition. This various read- 
ing has been proved, however, to be an error of the 
types ; for the editor's notes on the " Chisian Co- 
dex " (published at Rome, 1772, and which is the 
translation of Daniel by the seventy) state that the 



THE BAM AND HE-GOAT. 49 

Vatican manuacript reads two thousand 'three hun- 
dred. So also does the magnificent edition of the 
Cod. Vat., by Cardinal Mai, Rome, 1857, read 
two thousand three hundred. Thus the text of 
tliis number found in the splendid English "and 
German editions which follow the Sixtine edition 
is merely and absolutely a perpetuated error of the 
types. But another reading, two thousand two 
hundred, remains to be considered. It has been 
preserved by St. Jerome, who translated the He- 
brew text hito Latin (which is called the Vulgate 
or common version). This reading goes back to 
A.D. 380, at least; the time of the translation. 
Jerome was a distinguished scholar, and had facil- 
ities which have been denied to later critics. In 
collating the Hebrew manuscripts for the Latin 
Vulgate translation, he noted, respecting this num- 
ber, that there was a various reading ; and, though 
he adopted two thousand three hundred, he yet 
made the remark, '* Certain (critics ?) instead of 
two thousand three hundred read two thousand 
two hundred, in order that six years and three 
months may not seem to be overpassed. Very 
many of our people (Christians as contrasted with 
the Jews?) refer this place to the time of Anti- 
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christ ; and what was done in figure under Antio- 
chus they say must be fulfilled in reality under 
Aim." * It would seem that a respectable number of 
authorities sustained this reading of two thousand 
two hundred, or the learned translator would have 
passed it without notice. Fortunately he pre- 
served the reading, and it contains the solution of 
the prophetic problem. If from two thousand two 
hundred be subtracted A.D. 1870, it reaches back 
to B.C. 330. By turning to a chronological table, 
it appears, that, in the year B.C. 330, Alexander 
tlie Great completed the conquest of the Persian 
Empire^ or, in the language of the prophecy, the 
he-goat " stamped upon " the ram^ and so destroyed 
his life. If A.D. 1866 is made the starting-point 
as being the very year of the time of the end (or 
one thousand two hundred and sixty years from 
A.D. 606), the calculation backwards reaches B.C. 
334 ; and that is the year when Alexander invaded 
Persia, or when the he-goat rushed at the ram. 

* " Quidam, pro duobus millibus trecentis, duo millia ducentos 
legunt, ne sex anni et tres menses superesse videantur. Hunc 
locum plerique nostrorum referunt ad Antichristum, et quod sub 
Antiocho in typo factum est sub illo in veritate dicunt esse com- 
plendum." — Worki of St. Jerome, Ed. Migni, vol 25, p. 688. 
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Thus the most important action of the vision 
began the period of two thousand two hundred 
years, B.C. 330-334, and extended to A.D. 
1866-70. 

Is it, likewise, merely an accidental coincidence, 
that from the beginning to the end of Alexander's 
attack on Persia, which marks the commencement 
of the prophetic period, were exactly four years ; 
and that from the battle of Sadowa, which began 
the downfall of the "temporal power," to the occu- 
pation of Rome by the kingdom of Italy, which 
completed that downfall, and which both mark the 
end of the prophetic period, are also four years ? 

If any would argue that the events of A.D. 
1866-70, however important in themselves, and in 
connection with European politics, have no con- 
nection with the "cleansing of the sanctuary," at 
least in the East, in the dominions of Turkey, — 
with which territory the terms of the prophecy 
seem to connect this vision of the Ram and He- 
goat, — an answer can be given fairly. — In the 
course of the ages, the interests of Europe and 
Western Asia have become wonderfully inter- 
woven : therefore what affects Europe deeply af- 
fects the Turkish Empire. This generation has 
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seen the Crimean War waged by France and Eng- 
land solely to preserve the integrity of Turkey. 
These two powers have every political reason to 
uphold the Sultan as against Russia ; but both of 
these powers have lost much of their ability to 
oppose those changes in the East which are so 
desirable. The success of Prussia against Austria 
in 1866 gave resources to the former which insured 
her success against France in 1870 ; and now 
France. is paralyzed. What is the result already 
with respect to the Turkish power ? The treaty 
of Paris, A.D. 1856, which embodied the purpose 
of the allies in waginor the Crimean War, has been 
virtually abrogated by a conference in which Tur- 
key bore a part. France is powerless to enforce 
the treaty, and so is England alone. Thus the 
result of the defeat of France has been a dreadful 
blow at the Mohammedan power, and thus events 
in Europe have had a fatal result at Constantinople. 
No man would be surprised if the confessed in- 
ability of France and England to sustain the Turk- 
ish power should embolden Russia to renew the 
attack, which was suspended in 1854, only by 
means of the fleets and armies of the allies. And 
if the rule of the Turks over Greek Christians 
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should cease, and if Palestine should be freed from 
the Moslem, and, further, if a Greek empire should 
be created, with Constantinople as its capital, and 
with Russia and the European powers as its guar- 
antors, all would recognize the Divine Providence 
as pointing the way to a cleansing of the East from 
the poison of Mohammed, who took away the daily 
sacrifice, and cast down the place of the sanctuary 
of Christ. 

The changes which have gradually taken place 
within a quarter of a century, both in the East and 
in the West, are worthy of the deepest considera- 
tion. From the very beginning of A.D. 1848, 
there was an effort on the continent of Europe to 
overthrow the political state which had existed dur- 
ing the long period of peace which followed the 
downfall of the first French Empire. A whole 
generation had passed ; and it was with Europe 
politically as it was with Vesuvius in old time, when 
the grass and the vines had begun to grow upon 
the crater, and men had forgotten th^ volcano un- 
derneath ; when, of a sudden, the quaking began, 
and the lava poured forth. Every country of con- 
tinental Europe was in commotion ; and, for a sea- 
son, it seemed as though every crowned head, and 
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even the Papacy itself, would be overthrown. It 
is certain, that, in 1848, a series of causes was set 
ill motion, which made France what she was until 
tlie downfall of 1870, the arbiter of Europe ; 
which produced the kingdom of United Italy, a 
power by its geographical position the most 
bitter foe of the Papacy ; which made Austria 
a constitutional monarchy ; which gave to Spain 
freedom to choose its own ruler; which resulted 
in the infliction of blows upon the Papacy greater 
than those produced by the Reformation in Eng- 
land, — reverses to the tyrannical ecclesiasticism 
of Rome which the rulers of Europe beheld with 
satisfaction. 

A corresponding change has been seen in the 
East. The most prominent Mohammedan power 
has been taken under the protection of France and 
England ; and the influence of Christian nations 
has increased in Egypt, Syria, and Turkey, with 
amazing rapidity. Turkey is reforming her admin- 
istration after the model of Europe ; and, though 
the Moslem fanaticism is not dead, it practically 
confesses its inferiority. That Eastern " little 
horn," or the Mohammedan power, is to be broken 
without hand, by Divine Interposition, in a way 
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which it is impossible to anticipate ; and marks of a 
great change, about to come, have not been want- 
ing. Is a sultan of Turkey who patronizes musi- 
cians, and is himself a good performer, one after 
the pattern of the fierce warriors who were the 
terror of Europe two hundred years ago ? or is 
the ruler of Egypt, who administers like a Euro- 
pean premier, and who builds a Suez Canal to 
benefit Christian commerce, of the same sort as the 
mail-clad Saladin ? 

And what would be the probable steps in the 
" cleansing of the Sanctuary ^"^^ that is, in removing 
" the abomination of desolation^'' ^ and renewing 
" the daily sacrifice " ? This cleansing would not 
in itself be a clean or quiet work. The ancient 
hero performed his work only by using a river ; and 
it may be that the cleansing of the sanctuary 
will require a river of blood. To cleanse the 
Church, the Papacy must be destroyed ; and can 
this be but as the consequence of a bloody war ? 
The religion of Mohammed must be subverted, and 
the defiled Christian churches made once more to 
resound with the praises of Jesus. Will the Turk 
resign the Church of the " Holy Wisdom" without 
a struggle ? 
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Yet the process of cleansing seems to be going 
on. Events are taking place which point directly 
at the great result, or else such as indicate other 
movements that are direct. Every thing in Eu- 
rope for a decade of years, at least, has indicated 
a great coming change and a great coming contest. 
The phrases " Eastern Question" and " Roman 
Question " mean volumes of intensely interesting 
history to come. In the final settlement of these 
questions will come the downfall of the false reli- 
gions which have preyed on Christendom for twelve 
hundred years. " History repeats itself." The great 
reformation in Israel was not without sorrow and 
misfortune and blood. From the time of Solomon 
onward, through five hundred years, Israel had 
sinned grievously with heathen idolatries, and to 
such an extent, that Elijah supposed himself the 
only remaining worshipper of the true God ; and 
it required a long captivity, the destruction of the 
Temple, and the burning of tlie City, to bring the 
people back to God. At length, however, Israel was 
restored, the Temple was rebuilt ; and never from 
that day has the Jew served the gods of the heathen. 
So may it be with the Church, in the providence of 
God, when released from her present slavery, and 
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cleansed ! At length the saints of the Most High 
shall possess the kingdom, the Church will govern 
herself as in the days of primitive purity, free from 
the interference of the secular power, undisturbed 
by any abnormal development produced by the 
powers of evil, and no longer liable to the attacks 
of antichrists ( 1 John ii. 13 ) secretly urged by 
" the rulers of the darkness of this world." The 
body of the fourth wild beast, on whose head grew 
the horn of the Papacy, will be burned ; the horn of 
the he-goat will be broken : then will the holy place 
be made holy again ; the sanctuary will he cleansed. 



V. 



THE THINGS NOTED IN THE SCRIPTURE OF 

TRUTH. 

The last vision of Daniel, which he saw B.C. 
534, is very fully narrated by the prophet. 
EHpecially there is a full relation of his personal 
interview with the Mighty One who then ad- 
dressed him. The intention of the revelation is ex- 
pressed in chap. x. ver. 14 : " Now am I come to 
make thee understand what shall befall thy people 
in the latter days; for yet the vision is for many 
day%^'* And in the twenty-first verse of the same 
chapter it is written again, *' I will show thee that 
which is noted in the Scripture of Truth." 

This revelation declared at its commencement 
that three kings should stand up in Persia. These 
were Cambyses, Smerdis, and Darius Hystaspis. 
The fourth was to be richer than all, and would by 
his riches stir up all against the realm of Grecia. 
This fourth was Xerxes. 
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At this point, the propliecy shifts to Greece. 
'* A mighty king shall stand up, that shall rule with 
great dominion, and do according to his will." 
Evidently this was Alexander the Great. " And, 
when he shall stand up, his kingdom shall be bro- 
ken, and shall be divided toward the four winds 
of heaven, and not to his posterity." After the 
death of Alexander, B.C. 323, four of his generals 
founded the four kingdoms of his successors : 
they were Egypt on the south of Judaea, Syria 
on the north, and in Europe Greece and 
Thrace. 

The verses of chapter Xl, from the fifth to the 
thirtieth, explain the w^ars of Syria and Egypt, 
which involved Judaea in their consequences. 

The thirtieth verse introduces the Chittim. At 
first, the prophecy is concerning the Persians, next 
the Greeks, and at last the Chittim. These are 
the Romans. They are introduced as opponents 
of the persecuting Antiochus, King of Syria. 
While this king of the North wa.s pursuing his 
conquests, the ambassadors of the Romans met him, 
and forbade his advance. He yielded w^th reluc- 
tance; or, in the words of Scripture, he was 
" grieved, and returned " (ver. 30). 
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Chap, xi.ver. 3t: "And arms shall stand on 
his part." These arras are those of the new 
actors in the world-wide drama, the Chittim. The 
power of the Romans was thus symbolized by two 
nervous arms, active, powerful. " And they shall 
pollute the sanctuary of strength, and shall take 
away the daily sacrifice, and they shall place the 
abomination that maketh desolate." The reader 
is aware, that, in the year A.D. 70, the Romans 
under Titus took Jerusalem, and soon terminated 
the conquest of the country. By the utter de- 
struction of the City and Temple, the daily sacrifice 
was made to cease after a duration of fifteen cen- 
turies. And, still further, the Romans placed 
their standards in the Temple, and offered sacri- 
fices before them. These idolatrous standards 
were the " abomination that maketh desolate." 
Our Lord warned his disciples by this very sign, 
at the sight of which they were to flee to save 
their lives. (See Matt. xxiv. 15.) 

The prophetic narrative has thus passed over in 
thirty-one verses the period extending from B.C. 
634 to the year A.D. 70 ; or six centuries. The 
fulfilment of the prediction of the destruction of 
Jerusalem by the Romans marks the chronology 
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with absolute certainty. In the verses next suc- 
ceeding, tliat is, in the 32(1 and 33d, with simi- 
lar brevity the period of persecution by Pagan 
Rome is described. Ver. 32 : " And such as do 
wickedly against the covenant shall he " (i.e., the 
Roman power) " corrupt by flatteries ; but the peo- 
ple that do know their God shall be strong, and do 
exploits ; and they that understand among the peo- 
ple shall instruct many : yet they shall fall by the 
sword and by flame, by captivity, and by spoil, 
many days." 

The 34th verse seems to bring to our regard the 
great external change in the condition of the peo- 
ple of God when Christianity was legalized in the 
empire. Ver. 34 : " Now, when they shall fall, 
they shall be holpen with a little help ; but many 
shall cleave to them with flatteries." The nominal 
supremacy of the Christian faith relieved its pro- 
fessors from persecution ; but the moral and re- 
ligious tone of the Church was injured by the 
number of those who presently became Christians 
because it was. the popular side, and patronized by 
the emperor. This great change took place in 
A.D. 324. The 35th verse appears to overleap 
the remaining years that followed after Constan- 
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tine, and which Ifengthened into centuries. The 
vicissitudes of this period are expressed in the 
briefest manner, forming, however, the subject of 
extended prophecies in the New Testament. Ver. 
35 : " And some of them of understanding shall 
fall, to try them, and to purge, and to make them 
white, even to the time of the end^ because it is yet 
for a time appointed." The important phrase 
" time of the end " is the same as that in chap, 
viii. ver. 17. Its use, also, in chap. vii. ver. 26, in 
a briefer form (" the end "), and in which it desig- 
nates the close of the power of the eleventh horn, 
or kingdom, w^hich rose up in the Roman Empire, 
indicates that the last phrase of ver. 35 (time of 
the end) marks an era which is the same as the era 
of this downfall of the eleventh horn, because 
expressed by the same word : consequently, be- 
cause this eleventh or " little horn " is the eccle- 
siastical monarchy of the Papacy, the 35th verse 
of chap. xi. reaches in chronology at least to our 
day. 

Chap. xi. ver. 36 : " And the king " (i.e., king- 
dom) " shall do according to his will." This " wil- 
ful king " (or kingdom) must be the same power 
as the *' arms " of the 31st verse, because the sub- 
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ject is not changed ; and must be this power in its 
last form, because the action is ju%t before the time 
of the end. For as there were to be h\itfour king- 
doms or empires, and after them the kingdom of 
the saints, the wilful kingdom cannot be a fifth 
empire ; and so the era of it must be near our 
own time. It must therefore be the same Roman 
empire under its last head, as will be most fully 
explained in a subsequent chapter ( see Chap. X.) 
This last head was the emperorship of the French 
and the kingship of Rome. The dignity itself 
originated with Napoleon the First, and was con- 
centred in him. The same dignity was revived in 
1862 by Napoleon the Third, and is still existing, 
although the bearer of the dignity has been re- 
pudiated by the French, on account of his defeat, 
and his position as a prisoner of war to the Prus- 
sians. 

The exploits of the wilful king, or kingdom, 
which is that of France, — a kingdom that is the 
sole survivor of the original " ten horns," and thus 
the heir of the Roman power, — is foretold in 
phrases extremely obscure. Nevertheless, interpre- 
ters have thought that they discerned the fulfilment 
of these predictions in the events of the French 
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Revolution and of the first French Empire. Thus 
in ver. 36 : " And he shall exalt himself and 
magnify himself above every God, aud shall speak 
marvellous things against the God of gods, and 
shall prosper till the indignation be accomplished ; 
for that that is determined shall be done." In 
these phrases, the doings of the National Conven- 
tion of France, A.D. 1792, ^eem to be indicated, 
when they, in the name of the nation, denied the 
existence of God, and abrogated Christianity. 
Ver. 37 : " Neither sliall he regard the God of his 
fathers, nor the desire of women, nor regard any 
God ; for he shall magnify himself above all." 
" The desire of women " is he whom women de- 
sired ; viz., " the Seed of the woman," — Jesus 
Christ. By a similar- periphrasis, our Saviour is 
called " the Desire of all Nations." The blas- 
phemous arrogance of the French Convention fully 
equalled this prediction (see Alison's History). 
Ver. 38 : " But in his estate " (that is, in hi% 
steady^ " shall he lion or the God of forces ; and a 
god whom his fathers knew not shall he honor with 
gold and silver, and with precious stones and 
pleasant things. Thus shall he do in the most 
strongholds with a strange god, whom he shall ac- 
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knowledge and increase with glory ; and he shall 
cause them to rule over many, and shall divide the 
land for gain." 

Perhaps more literallj'^ (see Hebrew), " And, in- 
stead of him" (the God of his fathers), "he will 
give honor to strong defences as a god, and he will 
give honor to a god whom his fathers knew not, 
with gold and silver and with precious stones and 
with pleasant things. And he will show favor 
to the defenders of the strong defences, together 
with the strange god whom he will worship, and 
will increase with honor, and he will cause them " 
(i.e., the defenders) " to rule over many, and will 
divide the land " (or the earth) " at a price." 
(Greek, in gifts.) It is supposed that this part ot 
the prediction was fulfilled by the French nation 
w^hen they deified Human Reason, which was the 
' ^^ strange god ; ^^ also that the remainder was ac- 
complished in the reliance on " the arm of flesh " 
which so marked the French Empire, — the Ro- 
man Empire in its last form, — that is, in reliance 
on the armies. The commanders of these armies 
(defences) were rewarded with principalities, and 
some of them were even made feudal kings by the 
great conqueror. Ver. 40 : " And at the time of 
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the end shall the king of the south push at him ; 
and the king of the north shall come against him 
like a whirlwind, with chariots and with horsemen, 
and with many ships; and he shall enter into the 
countries, and shall overflow and pass over." This 
era, " the time of the end^^^ is the conclusion of 
the period of a time, times, and a half (vii. 25 ; 
xii. 7.), during which the " little horn" on the 
Roman beast was to wear out the saints of the Most 
High, and also during which " the wonders " should 
last. It is the era, likewise, when X\\e " power of 
the holy people would cease to be scattered." 
There is a distinction between the " end " of the 
mystic times and the '^time of the end.^^ The 
"end " itself is the conclusion of the mystic period ; 
the " time of the end " appears to be the season 
immediately following, on the length of which, 
however, no light is thrown. During this season, 
long or short as it may be, the attack is made on 
the wilful Roman king (or kingdom), which ulti- 
mately is followed by its utter ruin. That catas- 
trophe cannot but be the fall of the image of 
Nebuchadnezzar's vision, and its crumbling into 
dust (ii. 35), and equally must be the " slaying " 
of the Fourth Wild Beast, and the '' giving its body 
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to the burning flame " (vii. 11), and this because 
the visions cover the same time ; and so the catas- 
trophe in each instance must be the same grand 
close. 

The attack of the king of the north is likened 
in the prophecy to a whirlwind, sudden, irresis- 
tible. No such action is attributed to the king of 
the south. Rather his act consists in a threaten- 
ing or provocation. The word in the Greek 
translation signifies to " lock horns," like two bul- 
locks. To the king of the north, on the contrary, 
is attributed an exertion of military power re- 
markable for its energy, which is that of the whirl- 
wind or hurricane, and also remarkable for its 
magnitude. 

Note. — It is noteworthy, that a writer in Blackwood's Mag- 
azine, October, 1870, calls the attack of Prussia on France a " hurri- 
cane '* of war. If, in future years, the recent catastrophe of the 
French armies shall be seen to have been a fulfilment of this part 
of the prophecy, — a catastrophe absolutely unprecedented in his- 
tory, the numbers and power of offence being considered, — it wfll 
also be evident that the king of the north was Prussia, and the 
king of the south was Spain. This whirlwind is followed by an 
effort at revenge on the part of the Soman kingdom, in which its 
political existence appears, by the prophecy, to be utterly 
destroyed. 
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The usual interpretation has been, that the king 
of the south is the power which, at the appointed 
season, will possess Egypt, which is south of 
Judaea; and the king of the north, that power 
which will possess Syria, which is north of Judaea. 
For some years past, it has seemed as though these 
two powers would be England and Russia ; the 
former by having taken possession of Egypt in 
order to protect the route to India, the latter as 
the conqueror of Turkey. If this latter interpre- 
tation is the correct one, the catastrophe cannot 
take place until certain political changes have 
passed on Europe which seem to impend, and to 
which it is almost certain that the war just finished 
has opened the way. Ver. 40, last part : " And 
he shall enter into the countries, and shall overflow 
and pass over." Although there is no word to show 
a break in the construction, and to indicate that the 
king of the north is no longer the subject, yet it is 
plain that only the wilful Roman kingdom — the 
one w^hich has been attacked — is meant by the 
pronoun " he," because the Roman kingdom is the 
principal subject. The prophecy continues in the 
same strain until the end, and relates the fortunes 
of the Chittim, or Roman kingdom. Notwith- 
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Standing the dreadful attack, this " hurricane " of 
war, the Roman kingdom (i.e., France), recovers 
and attacks, in turn, no doubt with the help of 
allies. Ver. 41 : " He " (the wilful king) " shall 
enter into the glorious land " (evidently Palestine 
is meant) ''and many countries shall be overthrown : 
but these shall escape out of his hand, even Edom 
and Moab, and the chief of the children of Am- 
mon." This mention of countries seems to limit 
the warlike operations of the aggressive Roman 
kingdom to Palestine in the direction eastward, 
since the countries which will escape are on the 
east of Palestine. Ver. 42 : " He shall stretch 
forth his hand also upon the countries, and the land 
of Egypt shall not escape." Evidently Egypt is 
to be the object of a military expedition ; and it 
should be remembered that England and France 
have opposite interests in that country, and, fur- 
ther, that, if France should attack England, France 
would seize Egypt to injure the route to India. 
Ver. 43 : *' But he shall have power over the 
treasures of gold and of silver, and over all the 
precious things of Egypt ; and the Libyans and 
the Ethiopians shall be at his steps." Libya and 
Ethiopia are contiguous to Egypt, the former on 
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the west, the latter on the south. The phrase " at 
his steps " indicates that these bordering countries, 
as well as Egypt, will be subservient to this over- 
flowing power. Ver. 44 : '' But tidings out of the 
east and out of the north shall trouble him: 
therefore he shall go forth with great fury to de- 
stroy, and utterly to make away many. And he 
shall plant the tabernacles of his palace between 
the seas in the glorious holy mountain ; yet he 
shall come to his end, and none shall help him.'' 
These two concluding verses deal with events 
which are future, though it is not unlikely they 
will be soon fulfilled. It will be enough, however, 
if we shall discern the event when it shall have 
been accomplished: the support to our faith will 
be as great as if we could now foretell the details 
of the events. The purpose of prophecy is not to 
gratify curiosity, but to confirm faith. 

Chap. xii. ver. 1 : "At that time shall Michael 
stand up, the great prince which standeth for the 
children of they people." This declaration assures 
the prophet that there is a mighty potentate in the 
Invisible World, the protector of the chosen people. 
From this power unseen comes the movement 
which will place Israel once more in their own 
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land. "And there shall be a time of trouble, 
such as never was since there was a nation even 
to that same time." The time when " Michael 
will stand up " is manifestly the conclusion of the 
time of the end mentioned in chap. xi. ver. 40. 
Without doubt, the commotions which commenced 
at the time of the end will eventuate in the 
deHverance of Israel, though it may be as far 
as possible from the purpose of the powers en- 
gaged in the conflict to bring about such a 
result. The purpose of the first verse (and with 
this verse the current of action seems to stop sud- 
dehly^ appears mainly to be to assure the prophet 
of the desired consummation without declaring the 
manner of its accomplishment. Israel is to be de- 
livered in a time of great trouble, unprecedented, 
unequalled. Such a state is likely to be produced 
by a war like that between two great nations, such 
as Prussia and France, becoming universal. The 
world trembles at the consequences of such a con- 
test ; yet how can the necessary changes be pro- 
duced without a terrible contest? Before the 
Jewish nation can have a political existence once 
more, a new and entirely different state of things 
must be brought about in the East. The Moham- 
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medan power must have lost all hold on Syria and 
Palestine, and the power of the Papacy, which has 
always bitterly persecuted and oppressed the Jews, 
must have become impotent. So long as these two 
powers exist, of Mohamraedism and Popery, the 
appointed time for Israel cannot have arrived. 
But Israel will be restored in a time of great 
trouble. It is easy to conceive that the overthrow 
of the combined powers of the Latin earth, and the 
calamities which these powers must have inflicted 
upon their opponents in the course of the struggle, 
would be enough to meet the requirements of the 
prophecy. A contest such as that which will 
almost certainly take place after a short period 
will surpass in magnitude and in results the most 
desolating struggles which the world has hitherto 
beheld. But the forty-fourth verse of chapter 
eleven seems to indicate just such a fearful out- 
burst of human passions: "He shall go forth 
with great fury to destroy and utterly to make 
away many." Chap. xii. ver. 1, last part: "And 
at that time thy people shall be delivered, every 
one that shall be found written in the book." 
The following verses, the second and third, appear 
to be a far-reaching anticipation of the most won- 
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deiful event in man's history on earth, — his resur- 
rection. Thus the prophecy has its hmit as a 
continuous revelation at chap. xii. ver. 1 ; and 
vers. 2, 3, refer to the en d of all things, omitting 
all notice of the period of blessedness which will 
intervene. Vers. 2-4 : '* And many of them 
that sleep in the dust of the earth shall awake ; 
some to everlasting life, and some to shame 
and everlasting contempt. And tliey that be 
wise shall shine as the brightness of the fir- 
mament ; and they that turn many to righteous- 
ness, as the stars for ever and ever. But thou, 
O Daniel, shut up the words^ and seal the 
book^ even to the time of the end : many shall run 
to and fro, and knowledge shall be increased." 
From this may be understood the Divine Purpose 
that the concluding part of the prophecy just re- 
peated should remain uninterpreted until the time 
of its fulfilment. — This prophecy of " the things 
noted in the Scripture of Truth" treats of two 
periods, separated by an interval of almost two 
thousand years. The former portion is respecting 
the contact of Israel with the kingdoms of Alex- 
ander's successors; the latter respecting their 
contact with the Roman Empire in its last stage. 
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Hence it is easy to perceive in what sense tlie 
" tvor^s are shut up " and the " hook is sealed.'*^ 
It was purposed tliat the latter part of the proph- 
ecy should not be understood until the tim« of its 
accomplishment : if, thex, this generation can 

DISCERN A MEANING IN THE MYSTERIOUS WORDS, 
IT IS BECAUSE THE TIME OF THEIR FULFILMENT 
HAS COME. 

Chap. xii. ver. 5 : " Then I, Daniel, looked, and, 
behold, there stood other two ; the one on this side of 
the bank of the river, and the other on that side 
of the bank of the river. And one said to the man 
clothed in linen, which was upon the waters of the 
river. How long shall it be to the end of these 
wonders ? And I heard the man clothed in 
linen, which was upon the waters of the riv^er, 
when he held up his right hand and his left 
hand unto heaven, and sware bv him that liveth 
forever that it shall be for a time, times, and an half; 
and when he shall have accomplished to scatter the 
power of the holy people, all these things shall be 
finished. And I heard, but I understood not : then 
said I, O my Lord, what shall be the end of these 
things? And he said. Go thy way, Daniel ; for the 
words are closed up and sealed till the time of the 
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end. Many shall be purified, and made white, and 
tried ; bat the wicked shall do wickedly ; and none 
of the wicked shall understand, but the wise shall 
understand." . The question is not, " When shall 
these wonders begin?" but *'How long to their 
end ? " The answer was, that their end would be 
when the time, times, and an half should have been 
finished. This peculiar expression, " time, times, and 
an half, " connects this vision with the vision of the 
four wild beasts, and is the same period as 
that in which the saints are worn out by the 
" little horn" of the fourth or Roman wild 
beast. Our understanding of this mystic term 
of duration would be imperfect were it not 
aided by the chronological periods of St. John, 
by whom this very phrase is used as well as two other 
equivalent phrases ; and whose prophecy also re- 
cords, that, in the days of the voice of the seventh 
angel^ '' the mystery of Gocl^^ (i. e., these wonders) 
shall be finished. In this manner, the prophecies of 
the Old Testament and of the New are bound to- 
gether, and demonstrated to be in reality one. 
Vers. 8-11 : " And I heard, but I understood not ; 
then said I, O my Lord, what shall be the end of 
these things ? And he said. Go thy way, Daniel ; for 
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the words are closed up and sealed till the time of 
the end. Many shall be purified, and made white, 
and tried ; but the wicked shall do wickedly, and 
none of the wicked shall understand ; but the wise 
shall understand. And from the time that the daily 
sacrifice shall be taken away, and the abomination 
that maketh desolate set up, there shall be a thou- 
sand two hundred and ninety days." These verses 
(8-10) are a reiteration of the concealment of the 
meaning, and a reiteration of the vicissitudes so 
briefly mentioned in the middle interval of the vis- 
ion. The final verses contain two chronolocrical 
periods prophetically expressed, which are inter- 
j)reted as years, after the manner of intei'preting 
similar expressions of time, as follows, — Ver. 11 : 
" And from the time that the dailv sacrifice shall be 
taken away, and the abomination that maketh 
desolate set up, there shall be a thousand two hun- 
dred and ninety days." Counting from A.D. 70, 
when the temple was desolated by the Romans, 
and adding 1290 to A.D. 70, which is A.D. 1360, 
an era of importance is reached. It is asserted, 
that, in the last-named year, John Wickliffe, the 
scholar of Oxford, who has been termed the morn- 
ing-star of the Reformation, and who was undoubt- 
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edly the first reformer of Papal abuses, began the 
movement which finally detached England from 
the Papal allegiance. Every change towards purity 
of doctrine has been attended by a benefit to the 
people of God, and the Jew has been kept the 
longest time in degradation in the very seat of that 
power which has so long persecuted him ; and, on 
the contrary, where the reform in doctrine has pre- 
vailed, the Jew has been well treated. 

Note. — If, however, the 1290 years began A.D. 606, as some 
have supposed, that is, with the symbolic taking-away of the daily 
sacrifice by the Mohammedan power, this period would overlap the 
1260 years by a short period of thirty years, and might constitute 
the duration of the season that follows the end, or which is the time 
of the end. 

Ver. 12 : " Blessed is he that waiteth, and cometh 
to" (i.e., to the beginning of) " the tliousand three 
hundred and five and thirty days." He that wait- 
eth must refer to generations born in the latter part 
of the world's history. Tlie most reasonable inter- 
pretation would begin the 1335 years at or about 
the time of the end^ following which a season of 
blessedness will make him blessed who shall live 
in its happy duration. Ver. 13: "But go thou 
thy way till the end be ; for thou shalt rest, and 
stand in thy lot at the end of the days." 

The other prophecies of the Book of Daniel, viz., 

7* 
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tliat connected with the symbolic madness of the 
King of Babylon during seven mystic times, and 
the other respecting the first advent of Christ, are 
beyond the scope of this work ; for this brief vol- 
ume is intended partly to give a cursory view to 
the general reader of wliat has been determined by 
interpreters, and partly to point out that certain 
recent occurrences are the fulfilment of prophecy, 
and to lead the reader to make note thereof. 

Note. — For the prophecy respecting the Messiah (Dan. chap, ix.) 
consult " The Church of the Redeemed,'* by the Rev. S. F. Jarvis, 
D.D., pp. 247-253; and for the elucidation of the "seven times" 
(chap. iv. 28), as well as for other prophecies, see the exhaustive 
treatise by the Rev. George Stanley Faber, entitled ** The Sacred 
Calendar of Prophecy," 2d ed^ London: W. E. Painter, 342 Strand, 
1844. 

CHRONOLOGICAL SYNOPSIS OP EVENTS IN THE VISIONS 

OF DANIEL. 

B.C. 2247. TouDding of the city of Babylon. Rise of the first wild 
beast from the sea. Dan. vii. 4. 
" 784. Founding of the Persian Empire. Rise of the second wild 
beast. Empire of the Ram. Dan. viii 3. 
763. Foundingof the Macedonian or Greek Empire. Rise of the 

third wild beast. Empire of the Gk>at. Dan. viii. 5. 
753. Founding of Rome. Rise of the fourth wild beast. Dan. 
vii. 7. 

" 654. Birth of Nebuchadnezzar. Beginning of the times of 
THE Gentiles. The metallic image. Babtlon. 
606. r Judah's captivity of seventy years begins. 
536. -s Persia predominant. End of the empire of Babylon. 
«• End of the seventy-years' captivity. 
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'Daniel's seventy mystic weeks begin, = 490 years. 
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Greece invades Persia. The He-goat attacks the Ram . 

Greece predominant. Fall of Persian power, v ^ 

Alexander's empire divided. Four horns of He-goat. 

Rome predominant. Greece proper a Roman province. 

Rome becomes a monarchy. 

Mkssiah cut off. March 26, the Crucifixion. 

,Bnd of Daniel's seventy mystic weeks. September. 
328. Constantinople seat of Eastern Csssars. Germination 
of the ecclesiastical empire of the Papacy. " Little 
horn." 
406. First of the ten horns, the Vandals. 
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Third " 
Fourth " 
Fifth " 

408. Sixth « 
449. Seventh" 
476. Eighth " 
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" Suevi. 

" Alani. 

" Burgundians. 

" Franks. 

" Visigoths. 

" Anglo-Saxons. 

" Heruli. 



The Western Csesars fall. 
493. Ninth of the ten horns, the Ostrogoths. 
568. Tenth " " " Lombards. 
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606. 

608. 

1866. 
1870. 



' Commencement of the time, times, and the dividing of 
time. Boniface UI. bishop of Rome. The saints de- 
livered into the hand of the " little horn." 
Rise of the little horn of the He-goat. Beginnings of 

Mohammed's imposture. 
End of the time, times, and the dividing of time, 
f End of the evening-morning of 2,200. 

The stone strikes the toes of the metallic image. 

Attack on the Roman wilful kingdom. Dan. xi. 40. 

Final outbreak of the Roman wilful kingdom. Dan. xi. 44. 



Deliverance of the People of Daniel. 
Beginning of 1335 days (= years) of blessedness. 



The Resurrection. 
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YI. 

THE RETURN OF ISRAEL. 

THE predicted and hoped-for return of Israel 
seems deserving of consideration by itself, be- 
cause so much of prophecy appears to bear testimo- 
ny to this deliverance as an event determined by 
the Divine Providence. Neither the prophet 
Daniel nor St. John directly speaks of the " return ; " 
yet the former has recorded a prophecy of the final 
deliverance of the chosen people in a time of un- 
exampled trouble (Dan. xii. 1). 

The nation of the Jews has been dispersed among 
the Gentiles now eighteen hundred years. After 
having enjoyed the special oversight of God during 
a period of nearly nineteen centuries from the 
call of Abraham, they became outcasts from 
their native land by the destruction of their 
city, Jerusalem, and this as a punishment for 
their rejection of the King, " Messiah the Prince." 
During the centuries since Christ, they have per- 
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fectly preserved their national type and their 
religious characteristics, although they have been 
dispersed among all the nations of the world. 
Communities of this ubiquitous race have dwelled 
in China, India, Arabia, Persia, Central Asia, 
Egypt, North Africa, Russia, and in every country 
of Europe ; and recently they have come in num- 
bers to this new continent. In some parts of the 
world, and in some centuries, the Jews have been 
honored, in other they have been despised, and 
even persecuted. There are many Jews in Jeru- 
salem ; but, until recently, their political condition 
in the very seat of their ancient power has been 
degraded in the extreme. 

The number of this dispersed people does not 
seem to have varied greatly from age to age; 
though plainly it is very difficult, by reason of their 
dispersion, to arrive at the truth. At the beginning 
of this century, they were estimated to number over 
four millions in the East and the West ; and now it 
is thought that there are six millions. 

There is one peculiarity of the remnant of this 
once-chosen people, which gives evidence of the 
possibility of their being united again after their 
long dispersion ; and this is their tenacity of na- 
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tional characteristics and of religion. They have 
often been forced by persecution to conform to other 
systems : but commonly this has been merely an 
outward conformity; as soon as the pressure has 
been removed, they have resumed their ancient faith. 
It is said, that, during this century, more Jews have 
been converted to Christianity than during all the 
centuries previous ; but the impression still remains 
on the mind of the observer that their conversion 
as a nation is not likely to be accomplished without 
a special Divine Interposition. 

After the division of the people of Jews into two 
kingdoms, they suffered bitter calamities. About 
seven hundred years before Christ, the King of 
Assyria removed the bulk of the ten tribes into the 
region north of Babylonia, to Halah and Habor, 
and supplied their place by foreigners afterwards 
called Samaritans. From Halah and Habor, the 
captives seem to have spread into Central Asia. 
It is said there is Jewish blood in some of the 
AfFghan tribes who dwell still farther east (WolflF's 
travels, p. 364). It has been ascertained that 
some of the Jews of the Far East when first visited 
by Europeans knew nothing about the controversies 
respecting the Messiahship of Jesus ; which fact 
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seems to indicate that they were descendants of 
those who were carried away by the Assyrians. 

About six hundred years before Christ, the king- 
dom of Judah wasL overthrown by Nebuchadnezzar ; 
and the tribes of Judali, Benjamin, and Levi were 
carried into Babylonia as captives. A portion only 
of these returned from their exile : by them, how- 
ever, Judah and Jerusalem were repeopled. Five 
hundred years passed, and again the city of David 
and Solomon was destroyed, and Judah carried 
captive into all nations a second time. Since then, 
the nation of the Jews has had no home, but has 
wandered over the earth. For eighteen centuries, 
tliey have been expiating the curse which they 
invoked when they said, " His blood be on us and 
on our children ! " They have been trodden under 
foot of the Gentiles : they have been " a nation 
scattered and peeled." 

From the beginning of this present century, the 
attention of Christians in Endand has been turned 
towards the Jews, with the desire of ameHorating 
their condition ; and very many have scanned the 
prophecies to know if there might not be hope for 
this chosen people of God, so long outcast. Many 
expect that the Jewish nation will once more have 



84 PROPHECY AND HISTORY. 

a political existence in the Holy Land, and will 
finally obey Him whom their fathers disowned. 
Few of the Jews, however, appear to regard a re- 
turn to their ancient land as either probable or 
desirable. In these United States especially, their 
happy civil condition is all they wish for or need 
desire, apart from a feeling of ungratified i)atriotism. 
European Jews have a more ardent love for the 
Holy City ; for they go numerously thither as pil- 
grims, and form no small part of the population. 

The idea that Israel will return is drawn exclu- 
sively from prophecy. It is argued, that as the 
prophecies against Israel have been fulfilled, so, 
also, will those other declarations be fulfilled, 
w'hich speak of peace to Israel, and a home. 

Thus it is predicted (Isa. xi. 11), that at the 
time when " the wolf shall lie down with the 
lamb, ... in that day the Lord shall set his hand 
acrain the second time to recover the remnant of 
his people which shall be left from Assyria, and 
from Egypt, and from Pathros, and from Cush, 
and from Elam, and from Shinar, and from 
Hamath, and from the islands of the sea. And 
he shall set up an ensign for the nations, and shall 
assemble the outcasts of Israel^ and gather together 
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the dispersed of Judah from the four corners of the 
earth." This recovery cannot be the era when 
Jerusalem was rebuilt under the Persians ; for that 
was the first return ; and the prophecy just quoted 
distinctly mentions the " second timey Besides, it 
is to be at the fvtwre time of peace when the wolf 
shall lie down with the lamb ; evidently the season 
of the millennium. (See Chap. XVII.) 

Attain : the circumstances of this return will be 
extraordinary. Isa. xi. 15 : " And the Lord shall 
utterly destroy the tongue of the Egyptian sea ; and 
with his mighty wind shall he shake his hand over 
the river" (i.e., the Euphrates), "and shall smite it 
in the seven streams, and make men go over dry- 
shod ; and there shall be a highway for the rem- 
nant of his people which shall be left from 
Assyria ; like as it was to Israel in the day that he 
came up out of the land of Egypt." 

Moreover, this deliverance of Israel will be so 
remarkable as to put out of mind the great and 
miraculous deliverance out of Egypt. Jer. xvi. 
14 : " Therefore, behold, the days come, saith the 
Lord, that it shall no more be said, The Lord 
liveth that brought up the children of Israel out 
of the land of Egypt ; but. The Lord liveth that 

8 
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brought up the children of Israel from the land of 
the north, and from all the lands whither he had 
driven them: and I will brinor them again into 
their land that I gave unto their fathers. Behold, 
I will send for many fishers, saith The Lord, and 
they shall fish them; and after I will send for 
many hunters, and they shall hunt them from 
every mountain, and from every hill, and out of 
the holes of the rocks." 

To the same purport is the prophecy of Jer. 
xxiii. 3: " I will gather the remnant of my flock 
out of all countries whither I have driven them, 
and will bring them again to their folds; and 
they shall be fiuitful and increase. . . . Therefore, 
behold, the da^^s come, saith the Lord, that they 
shall no more say. The Lord liveth which brought 
up the children of Israel out of the land of Egypt : 
but. The Lord liveth which brought up and which 
led the seed of the house of Israel out of the north 
country, and from all countries whither I had 
driven them ; and they shall dwell in their own 
land." 

This return is under the condition that the 
people will be faithful to the Lord ; and the con- 
dition was uttered as far back as when they entered 
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the land of Canaan. Deut. xxx. 1 : " And it shall 
come to pass when all these things are come upon 
thee, the blessing and the curse, which I have set 
before thee, and thou slialt call them to mind 
among all the nations, whither thp Lord thy God 
hath driven thee, and shalt return unto the Lord 
thy God, and shalt obey his voice according to all 
that I command thee this day, thou, and thy chil- 
dren, with all thine heart, and with all thy soul ; 
that then the Lord thy God will turn thy captivity, 
and have compassion upon thee, and will return and 
gather thee from all the nations whither the Lord 
thy God hath scattered thee. If any of thine be 
driven out unto the utmost parts of heaven^ from 

thence will the Lord thy Grod gather thee^ and from 
thence will he fetch thee,'*'* 

After the return of Judah, Benjamin, and Levi 
from Babylon, the land was ruled by princes of 
the house of Levi, and subsequently by men of 
Edom ; but, when restored finally, they will be 
ruled by the house of David. Hos. iii. 4 : " For 
the children of Israel shall abide many days with- 
out a king, and without a prince, and without a 
sacrifice, and without an image, and without an 
ephod, and without teraphim : afterward shall the 
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children of Israel return, and seek the Lord their 
God, and David their king ; and shall fear the 
Lord and his goodness in the latter days." 

If an objection should be raised against this in- 
terpretation of the return of Israel, that all these 
prophecies may have been fulfilled by the return 
from Babylon, the objection is obviated by a ref- 
erence to the wonderful prophecy, in Ezek. 
xxxvii., of the revival of the valley of dry bones, 
which signified the nation of Israel. Directly 
afterwards, the prophet predicts the return, not 
only of Judah, but also of Israel. Ver. 21 : 
" Thus saitli the Lord God, Behold, I will take 
the children of Israel from among the heathen, 
whither they be gone, and will gather them on 
every side, and bring them into their own land : 
and I will make them one nation in the land upon 
the mountains of Israel; and one king shall he 
kix^ to them all ; and they shall he no more two 
nations^ neither shall they he divided into two king- 
doms any more at alV* Since it is certain that not 
one of the ten tribes who constituted the kingdom 
Of Israel returned to their ancient land as a tribe, 
though individuals may have returned, this proph- 
ecy of their union into one nation remains to be 
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accomplished, and of itself appears to show that 
there is a political future for the people of the Jews. 
The future realization of this idea seems to be 
placed beyond controversy by the fact that Zech- . 
ariah, who prophesied in Jerusalem about B.C. 
510, and after the return from Babylon, yet pre- 
dicts the gathering of the two parts of the nation 
after a season of trouble and contention. Zech. 
X, 5: " They shall be as mighty men which tread 
down their enemies in the mire of the streets in 
the battle; and they shall fight, because the Lord 
is with them, and the riders on horses shall be 
confounded. And I will strengthen the house of 
Judah, and I will save the house of Joseph., and I 
mil bring them again to place them; for I have 
mercy upon them : and they shall be as though I 
had not cast them oflTr for I am the Lord their 
God and will hear them. ... I will hiss for them, 
and gather them ; for I have redeemed them ; and 
they shall increase as they have increased ; . . . 
they shall remember me in far countries, . . . and 
turn again." This review does not exhaust the 
passages which indicate the ''Return," but offers 
enough to show the tone of these Scriptures. 
If the Mohammedan sway over Palestine were 
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to cease, so great would be the change of circum- 
stances, that it is difficult to conceive what would- 
be the result on the scattered commnnities of the 
people of the Jews. If that land should be offered 
to them in future time, the offer could hardly fail 
to attract their attention, and to incline them to oc- 
cupy the land. There is scarcely a nation but has 
a love for the cradle of its race ; and, in the case 
of the Jew, it is difficult to overstate the strength 
of the motives which appeal to him when he thinks 
of the '' Holy Land." Many of the Jews are not 
open to the feelings and motives which call back 
an exile to the land of his fathers ; but there are 
others who are deeply attached to the ways of 
their ancestors. These latter are of the type of 
the men and women who frequent the " wailing- 
place " of the Jews in Jerusalem. All who la- 
ment the overthrow of their ancient glory would 
gladly hasten to the land consecrated by such a 
history. A great moral change may yet come 
over all the Jews throughout the world, inspired by 
the Divine Providence ; and then the " Return," 
which many think is so little likely to occur, would 
take place apparently as a matter of course. 



ST. JOHN. 



YII. 

THE ROLL SEALED WITH SEVEN SEALS. 

THE Apocalypse, or Revelation of St. John, 
holds the same relation to the Christian 
Church which the Book of Daniel held to the cov- 
enant people of old. Of this revelation, the first 
three chapters have a limited application, containing 
as they do the epistles of the Head of the Chnrch to 
his servants the Angels (or Bishops) of the seven 
churches in Asia Minor. Whatever practical les- 
sons these epistles may teach, they have no appar- 
ent connection with the history of the Church as 
foreshadowed by prophecy. The remaining por- 
tion of the Sacred Book contains, however, a reve- 
lation of calamities which would come upon the 
Church and upon the World, followed at last by 
blessings ; and all set forth in highly figurative and 
hieroglyphic-like language. 

Following the three chapters containing the epis- 
tles of Our Lord, the fourth contains a vision which 



94 PROPHECY AND HISTORY. 

is the proper opening of the prophecy. Tlie enrap- 
tured Apostle beholds the King of all. The scene 
seems modelled after the regal state of an Eastern 
monarch. On the throne is seated the sovereign ; 
and around are the subject-kings resplendent in 
white raiment, and with crowns of gold. Before the 
throne is the pavement of Heaven, of clear lustre, 
like glass, and like the sea in appearance and ex- 
tent. Seven lofty "lamps of fire" illumine the 
immediate presence ; and the awful splendor of the 
spectacle is heightened by lightnings and thunder- 
ings, and voices from the throne. Four symbolic 
living creatures make this august scene vocal with 
praises ; and an untold multitude swell the chorus. 
Into this sublime presence, the prophet is admitted 
to behold a series of symbolic acts and scenes, 
which denote the chancres which are to affect the 
World and the Church. The idea is inexpressibly 
grand and striking. 

Chap. V. : The prophet beheld a Roll, which was 
in the hand of the Kincr, and which was sealed with 
seven seals, that denote security and mystery. 
This roll no one could open, and so reveal its con- 
tents, save a Lamb, which bore the marks of a 
death-wound; the emblem of our Lord. This 
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symbolic Lamb opened the seals in succession. 
Each opened seal was followed by apparent physi- 
cal phenomena, which are to be interpreted as em- 
blematic of events directly or indirectly affecting 
the Church of God. 

Chap. vi. : The first four seals, on being 
opened, were each followed by the appearance of a 
horse, which a warrior bestrode. By the most ob- 
vious explanation, this emblem denotes a military 
empire. The number of the emblems iu succes- 
sion, viz., four, suggests the similar succession of 
empires in the Book of Daniel. The only objec- 
tion to this as the true explanation consists in the 
fact, that, when St. John saw his visions, three of 
the empires had passed away, and therefore that 
this part of the prophecy, by this hypothesis, would 
be retrospective. But the force of this objection 
seems to be. taken away, if it is considered that the 
roll contained a declaration of the whole of the 
Divine Scheme, as revealed in prophecy. This 
view is confirmed by the fact that a bare mention 
of the symbol suffices with respect to the three 
empires which had ceased to exist when St. John 
wrote; viz., the Babylonian, the Persian, and the 
Grecian. The symbols of these three came on the 
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scene, and immediately disappeared, as if simply to 
fill up the picture in a symmetrical manner. And 
further to confirm the idea that the four military 
riders symbolize the four empires denoted by the 
giant image in Daniel, it may be observed, that, if a 
comparison is made between the parts of the sym- 
bolic image in Daniel and the four riders on horses 
in St. John's Revelation, there seem to be details 
which link the two sets of symbols together. The 
first part of the giant image in Daniel was the 
head of gold. In the instance of the first sym- 
bolic character in St. John, — the rider on the 
white horse, — there was bestowed on him a crown^ 
which, being placed on the head, turns especial 
attention thereto, as if to denote that the first rider 
meant the same as the head of the great image ; 
that is, the Empire of Babylon. That first horse- 
man was also armed with a bow ; and it has been 
ascertained from Assyrian sculptures, that this was 
the chief weapon of the races of Babylonia. In a 
similar way, the second rider received a " great 
sword." It is said that the victories of the Per* 
sians were owing to the advantage given by this 
peculiar weapon. The long cavalry-sword gave a 
decided preponderance over an adversary who used 
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only missiles. The third rider bore a yoke in his 
hand (in our translation, a pair of balances) to in- 
dicate the subjugation of his opposers. This was 
the Greek Empire, which, in the words of Daniel, 
" was to hear rule over all the earth.^^ Accompany- 
ing this symbol, St. John heard a voice proclaim 
the price of barley and wheat, at an excessive rate, 
but that no harm be done to oil and wine. These four 
articles were the chief support of life. The phrase 
indicates great calamities, but a stopping short of 
utter destruction. The fourth rider was named 
Death ; and hell, or the world of the dead, followed 
in his train. " And power was given unto them 
over the fourth part of the earth to kill with sword 
and with hunger and with death and with the 
beasts of the earth." In a similar way, the fourth 
wild beast of Daniel, which symbolized the Empire 
of Rome, was far more dreadful and destructive 
than those preceding it. This fourth emblem 
under the fourth seal, therefore, most prgperly sym- 
bolizes that all-devDuring military power, of which 
one said, *' The Romans make a desert^ and they 
call it — peace !^^ 

It seems quite pl%}n, that the four emblems 
under the four seals first broken signify the same 

9 
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military empires as the foar metals of the statue 
seen by the King of Babylon, and also the same as 
the four wild beasts viewed by the prophet Daniel. 

The opening of the fifth seal introduces a far 
different symbol. Then there were seen under 
the altar the souls of the martyrs. This altar is 
not mentioned in the previous description of Hea- 
ven ; but it is introduced in chap. viii. ver. 3, as a 
golden altar standing before the throne. This pe- 
riod of the Martyrs must be the centuries which 
followed the spread of Christianity, when the 
persecuting spirit of the fourth empire met the 
Gospel with the sword and with wild beasts. At 
their cry to God for vengeance, they were bidden 
to desist until their brethren also should be slain. 
Rome Papal has had its victims as well as Rome 
Pagan ; and the roll must needs be filled up before 
the end could come. 

The opening of the sixth seal was followed by 
a great earthquake and its consequences. The 
visible heavens disappeared ; the sun and moon 
lost their light; and the stars fell to the earth. 
Every mountain and island were moved out of 
their places ; and the inhabitants of the earth fled 
from the sight of the Divine Judge. By such 
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figures was set forth the great change throughout 
the Roman world when Christianity and Paganism 
changed places. The political establishment of 
Christianity altered every thing, and began a new 
era. The power which had repressed the new re- 
ligion now propagated its doctrines ; and the ma- 
jority, destitute of any real convictions, took the 
side which had proved successful. Among those 
who, in such numbers, adhered to the new order of 
things, there must have been a mere fraction who 
were approved Christians. Good and bad were 
seen to be mingled as the fishes were in the par- 
able of the net. 

Chap. vii. : This new condition of the Church 
from that time forward is indicated by the sealing 
of a mystical number of true Israelites, a portion 
out of each tribe. Amonor the multitude of the 
carnal, time-serving, and worldly who would fill 
the 'Visible Church, there would be some holy and 
faithful. And as if to encourage the prophet, as 
Elijah was encouraged when he thought himself 
alone, a vision appeared of the great multitude, 
whom no man could number, engaged in their glo- 
rious worship. In spite of its enemies, Christianity, 
once propagated, would bear its blessed fruit in 
every land. 
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To this point, the machinery of the prophecy, or 
the sequence of its parts, is very simple. It con- 
sists in the opening of a succession of seals, six in 
number. But, after the opening of the seventh 
SEAL, a subdivision is made, by means of the 
sounding of seven trumpets by as many angels. 
And once again, the sounding of the seventh 
trumpet includes within the time of its action the 
outpouring of the mystic vials containing the 
seven last plagues. By these, " the mystery of 
God shall be finished ^^ (x. 7). 

A brief synopsis of the Revelation will make 
plain the sequence of its parts : — 



Chap. I. (In part). ProSm or Preface. 

Cbapb. I., n., m. Epistles to the seven churches of Asia Minor. 
Chap. IV. A symbolic view of heaven, its inhabitants and worship. 
** V. Exhibition of the RoLii containing the symbolic scheme of 
the Divine Providence. 
Successive opening of Bix seAi<s. 



" f VI. 

" |vii.' 



^^ .__. . The opening of the seventh beal, followed by six of the 
It -i-iT-. I 8^^n trumpets. 



vin. 
ix: 

" XI. 14-19. The seventh trumpet. 
" XV 



;;) 



The outpouring of the seven vials. 
" XVLJ 

'* ^* \ ^c^^ccii the sixth and seventh trumpets is introduced the 
" XI. 1-13. J episode of the " little book " and the two witnesses. 
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Between the account of the sounding of the 
seventh trumpet and the outpouring of the vials 
are introduced several visions ; viz., — 

Chap. Xn. The Woman and the Man-child. 

The Wild Beast with seven heads and ten horns. 



■■{: 



" xm. . 

The two-horned Wild Beast of the earth. 
" XTV. Visions : The " sealed " one hundred and forty-four thou- 
sand. 
The angel preaching the gospel. 
The angel proclaiming the fall of Bahylon. 
The angel proclaiming the wrath of God. 
The Harvest. 
The Vintage. 
" XVn. Interpretation by the angel of the Wild Beast with seven 

heads and ten horns. 
" XVm. Lamentation over Babylon. 

" XIX. Visions of '' much people" giving thanks for the downfall 

of Babylon. 
Announcement of the " marriage of the Lamb." 
Vision of a horse and rider, and the armies of heaven fol- 
lowing. 
Battle between the Wild Beast and the False Prophet on 
the one side, and the Armies of heaven and their Chief 
on the other. 
<' XX. Binding of Satan. 

One thousand years of blessedness. 

Final contest of Satan and his servants against the Saints. 
Last Judgment. 
" XXI. 1-8. Mystical description of the Church of the Saved. 
" XXI. 9-27. Supplementary vision of the Millennial Church. 
<* XXn. Exhortation and conclusion. 



9* 



CHRONOLOGY OP THE VlfllONS OF 



B.C. 654. 

" 536. 

" 830. 

*' 146. 
A.D. 64. 

" 824. 

" 361. 



Politics. 
Opening of the Ist seAl. 

" " 8d " 

" 4th " 

" 5th 

" 6th 

" 7th 






Babylon. 
Persia. 
Greece. 
Home. 



Religion. 



Pagan penecntions. 
PaKanlsm overthrown 



u 


39H. 


The lat trumpet. 


The Gothic in- 












vasion. 


t4 


439. 


it 


2d 


tt 


Vandal devas- 
tation. 


»» 


462. 


tt 


3d 


tt 


Downfall of the 
western Cae- 
sars. 


II 


608 
to 
628. 


tt 


4th 


tt 


Subversion of 
the Eastern 
Empire is at- 
ti-nipted, but 
defeated. 


It 


606 
to 
762. 


tt 


Sth 


It 


Woe of the Mo- 
hammedan 

Baracens. 


it 


1301 

to 

1607. 


it 


6th 


tt 


Woe of the Mo- 
hammedan 
Turks. 


It 


1789. 


tt 


7th 


tt 


Woe of the 
French Revo- 
lution. 



by Christlnnity 
Peace of the Church 
interrupted by Ju- 
lian the Apostate. 
Vision of the sealed 
worshippers. 






The Christians of the 
East persecuted by 
the Saracens. 

The Christians of 
Eastern Europe 
crushed by Turk- 
ish intolerance. 

General outbreak of 
unbelief and athe- 
ism. 




The 



Ist 

2d 

3d 



vial. 



tt 



1821. 



4th 



601 



6th 



tt 



Religion forbidden in 
France, and Its 
ministers mur- 
dered or exiled. 
"Grievous sore" 
of infidelity. 



tt 



1866. 



1869. 
1870. 



Bloody intestine 
contest in France, 
which involved 
all Europe. 
Amazing conquests 
of the Franco-Ro- 
man Empire : the 
" Wilful King- 
dom." 
Downward course 
of the Franco-Ro- 
man Empire fin- 
ished by the de- 
feat of Waterloo. 
Insurrection of the 
Gret'ks against 
the Turks. Inter- 
ference of Chris- 
tian powers with 
the Turkish Em- 
pire : Its conse- 
quent decay. 
Beginnings of the 
German Empire. 
Commencing 
downfkll of the 
Pope's temporal 
power. 
The WAT of the kings firom the 

East prepared. 
Commencement of the great earth- 
quake ( ?). 

Downfall of mystic Babylon. 
War of Christ and his armies 
against the Wild Beast and 
the kings of the earth and 
their armies. The Wild Beast 
and the False Prophet cast 
into the lake of fire. Bridal 
ARRAY of the Lamb's Wife. 
Binding of Satan for one thousand years, which are equivalent to 

the former part of Daniers 1335 years of blessedness. 
Satan Is loosed. The final contest. 
The Last Judgment. 



7th 



Superstition 



undermined 



and 



replaced 



by 



UNBBLIBV. 



A.D. 328. 
Com- 
mence- 
ment 
of the 

Vision of 
the 

Woman 
and 

the Man- 
child. 



A.D. 606. 
Flight of 

the 

Woman. 

The 

Child 

is taken 

up to the 

Throne 

of God. 



The 



Woman 



is 



nour- 



ished in 



the 



Wilder- 



ness 



1260 



days. 



THE REVELATION OF ST. JOHN". 
Beligion. Politics. 

vision of the rohan wild beast. 
He had seven heads. Be had ten h^ms. 

The Kingship began 
B.C. 763, and lasted, 
with an Interval of 
abeyance, to Aug. 7, 
A.D. 1806. 



A.D. 606. 
Com- 
mence- 
ment of 
the pro- 
phesying 
of the 

TWO WIT- 
NESSES 

clad 
In sack- 
cloth, 



In St. John's day, 
five heads had fallen, 
and one was existing;, 
the Kingship of the 
Romans. 



A.D. 406 to 594. 
Th« ten kingdoms 
of the Gothic Invad- 
ers are founded with- 
in the Empire, and ex- 
ist in presence of the 
Emperorship. They 
fall and are absorbed, 
until only France 
survives. 



1260 
days. 



Their 
slaugh- 
ter. 

They 
ascend 

into 
heaven. 



/Seventh head. 
A.D. 1806. 
The Emperorship of 
France and Kingship 
of Rome. 

A.D. 1816. 

The Wild Beast "Is 
not." 



A.D. 1848. 
The Wild Beast ris 
es out of the bottom 
less pit. 

A.D. 1852. 
The seventh head 
revives and becomes 
an eighth,— the Em- 
perorship of the sec- 
ond French Empire. 



A.D. 1870. 

Renewal of the Vi- 
sion of the sealed wor- 
shippers. 

An angel preaches 
the Gospel. 

Another angel pro- 
claims the downfall 
of Baby: on. 

Another angel de- 
clares the wrath of 
God. 



A.D. 1870. 



The Harvest. 
The Vintage. 
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The opening of the seventh seal was followed 
by a brief period of silence. This is interpreted to 
mean the season of rest which immediately fol- 
lowed the reception of the Christian religion as 
the religion of the Roman Empire. The silence 
was of no long continuance, however. Presently 
seven angels stood forth to herald with their trum- 
pets calamities to the earth. Meanwhile, another 
angel, having offered on the golden altar much 
incense, which rose up before God with the prayers 
of the saints, concluded his work by casting on the 
earth coals of fire, a censer-full of which he 
had taken from the altar. The consequences of 
this shower of fire were " voices^ lightnings^ thun- 
derings^ and an earthquake.^^ Apparently the 
commotions resulted from the falling of the fire. 
The coals of the altar cast on the earth signify 
judgments and chastisements. (Compare Ezek. x. 
2.) These calamities extend throughout the du- 
ration of the season of the seventh seal. And it 
is noteworthy that under the seventh seal, under 
the seventh trumpet, and under the seventh vial, 
the voices, 'lightnings, thunders, and earthquake 
equally follow. This thrice-repeated prediction 
by means of the same symbols shows that the 
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commotions under the seventh trumpet and under 
the seventh vial, witli the addition of the storm of 
hail, denote the same catastrophe as was signified 
at the opening of the seventh seal. Hence .tlie 
results of the opening of the seventh seal extend 
into the time of the end ; and the seven trumpets 
and seven vials give the details of the com- 
motions. 

The tirat four of the seven trumpets which were 
sounded under the seventh ««al were followed by 
certain symbolic results, which are explained to in- 
dicate the murderous attacks on the western, 
southern, and eastern parts of the Roman Em- 
pire by the " Gothic barbarians." These attacks 
resulted in the conquest of the Roman territory, 
and in the establishment of the '' ten kingdoms " 
of the Gothic nations. The ancient civilization 
of Rome was well-nigh destroyed ; but the intrud- 
ers assimilated with the ancient inhabitants, and; 
beside a mingling of races, there was even a 
mixture of languages, by which the modern lan- 
guages of Europe were formed. Beyond this also, 
and most surprising fact of all, the conquerors 
adopted the religion of the conquered. 

And now, at the conclusion of the symbols 
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under the fourth trumpet, a dreadful threat is ut- 
tered. Whatever evils may have happened, great- 
er will follow. St. John " beheld, and heard an 
angel flying through the midst of heaven, saying 
with a loud voice, Woe, woe, WOE, to the in- 
habiters of the earth, by reason of the other 
voices of the trumpet of the three angels, which 
are yet to sound." Hence these three trumpets 
kre often called by expositors " woe-trumpets." 

Chap. ix. 1-12 : " And the fifth angel sounded, 
and I saw a star fall from heaven unto the earth ; 
and to him was given the key of the bottomless 
pit." A star in the symbolic heaven is interpreted 
as a dignitary in the Church, such as is a bishop. 
The star which fell is understood to mean the 
Bishop of Rome, — the bishop of the city which was 
once the political capital of the world. His fall 
was from the pure principles of the gospel to the 
low and sordid motives which move the princes of 
the earth : so that Rome became the capital of an 
ecclesiastical empire, and its bishop asserted him- 
self the sovereign of the world as a right inherent 
in his ecclesiastical pre-eminence. The fulfilment 
of this symbol is to be seen in the act of Boniface 
III., who proclaimed himself universal bishop, or 
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supreme lord of the Christian Church, A.D. 606. 
His predecessor, Gregory the Great, wrote as fol- 
lows : " Whoever shall proclaim himself universal 
bishop is the forerunner of Antichrist." A few 
years elapsed, and, lo! the forerunner had appeared. 
The giving of the key of the bottomless pit to this 
fallen star connects the date of the catastrophe 
which follows with this new position and claim of 
the Bishop of Rome. Without doubt, also, this act 
of usurpation was the revelation of the " Man of 
sin," whom St. Paul predicted and the early 
Church feared.* Furthermore, this official act of 
Boniface III., which was the birth of the mon-- 
archy of the Papacy, marked the time as that when 
the saints were given into the hand of the little 
horn of the Roman wild beast (Dan. vii. 25). 

The connection of this usurpation with the 
opening of the bottomless pit is indeed purely chro- 
nological ; but, in the vision, the fallen star is 
said to be the agent of a symbolic event, the oc- 
currence of which the era of his fall was to usher in. 

* "Also, we feel another nceeBslty to pray for the Emperors, and like- 
wise for the permanence of the Empire and the well-being of the Roman 
Government, inasmuch as we know that a dreadful calamity awaits 
the whole earth, and that the close of the period — which close threatens 
dire sorrows — will be put off by the respite given to the Roman 
Empire." — Tertullian, Apol. § 32. A.D. 200. 
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Accordingly, at the time when the Papacy mani- 
fested itself, another imposture also appeared. In 
that very year, A.D. 606, Mohammed was medi- 
tating on the scheme which he afterwards put into 
execution, and which he first declared to his wife 
A.D. 608. She was his first convert. Fourteen 
years elapsed ; and then the era of Mohammed 
began, — the Hegira, or Flight. During those years, . 
the smoke was pouring out of the pit. Chap. ix. 
ver. 2 : " And he " (the fallen star) " opened the bot- 
tomless pit ; and there arose a smoke out of the pit ; 
and the sun and air were darkened by reason of 
the smoke of the pit. And th^re came out of 
the smoke locusts upon tlie earth ; and unto them 
was given power, as the scorpions of the earth have 
power." The symbolic locusts were the Saracens, 
the followers of Mohammed. They came out of 
the smoke, because they did not exist as a definite 
community until they became manifest as the mili. 
tary supporters of the false doctrine which that 
smoke denoted. The power of scorpions is to 
sting with their tails. This sting of the symbolic 
locusts was the moral poisoning by the false reli- 
gion which they propagated. Ver. 4 : "And it was 
commanded them that they should not hurt the grass 
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of the earth, neither any green thing, neither any 
tree, but only those men which have not the seal 
of God in their foreheads. And to them it was 
given that they should not kill them, but tliat 
they should be tormented five months ; and their 
torment was as the torment of a scorpion when he 
striketh a man. And in those days shall men seek 
death, and shall not find it ; and shall desire to die, 
and death shall flee from them." The command 
that the locusts hurt men, and not the herbage, 
which is contrary to the nature of the real insect, 
shows that the locusts were soldiers. Tlie descrip- 
tion which follows confirms this idea. Vers. 7-10 : 
'* And the shapes of the locusts were like unto 
horses prepared unto battle; and on their heads 
were as it were crowns like gold, and their faces 
were as the faces of men. And they had hair as 
the hair of women, and their teeth were as the 
teeth of lions. And they had breastplates, as it 
were breastplates of iron ; and the sound of their 
wings was as the sound of chariots of many horses 
! running to battle.'* 

The Saracen troops, wholly of cavalry, charging 
at a gallop, glittering with polished breastplates, 

10 
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having streaming hair, and wearing yellow turbans, 
meet the symbolic description most minutely. 

Note. — The Anb« luied to boast that their common people wore a 
head-dress, which other nations reserved for their kings. 

Vers. 10-12 : "And they had tails like unto scor- 
pions, and there were stings in their tails: and 
their power was to hurt men fire months. And 
they had a king over them, which is the angel of 
the bottomless pit, whose name in the Hebrew 
tongue is Abaddon, but in the Greek tongue hath 
his name Apollyon. One woe is past ; and, behold^ 
there come two woes more hereafter.''^ The repe- 
tition of the statement of the term during which the 
locusts had power to torment is noteworthy, as in- 
tended to give it emphasis ; viz., five months, or 
a hundred and fifty prophetic days, which are 
equal to a hundred and fifty years. Accordingly, 
the folio win or coincidence is not to be neglected, — 
that from A.D. 612, when the mission of Moham- 
med publicly began, to A.D. 762, when the city of 
Bagdad was founded ('* the city of peace " ), and 
when the conquests of the locusts ceased, there are 
just a hundred and fifty years. It is plain, moreover, 
by the name of the king of the locusts, — Apollyon, — 
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that Mohammed and his successors were inspired by 
the power of evil, which deh'ghts in the destruction 
of men ; for "Abaddon " and "Apollyon" both mean 
" the destroyer." " The Devil hath the power of 
deatli." 

Ver. 12, " One woe " (i.e., the first woe) " i« 
past^^^ &c., has its parallel in chap. xi. ver. 14: 
" The second woe is past^^^ &c. But there is 
not any corresponding announcement after the 
third woe, as the mystery of God will then be 
finished. 

Chap. ix. 13 : " And the sixth angel sounded, 
and I heard a voice from the four horns of the 
golden altar which is before God, saying to the 
sixth angel which had the trumpet, Loose the four 
angels which are bound in the great river Euphra- 
tes. And the four angels were loosed,' which were 
prepared for an hour and a day and a month and 
a year, for to slay the third part of men." These 
" four angels " are understood to mean the four 
sultanies of the Turks, which were subsisting in the 
country of which the principal river was tlie 
Euplirates. They were long time bound, or re- 
strained from further conquest, by the violent attacks 
of the Latin crusaders. When the so-called holy 
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wars ceased, there was no power to oppose the 
Turks. At length, united under one head, they 
attacked tlie Eastern Roman Empire, and finally 
subverted it by the capture of Constantinople, 
A.D. 1453. Interpreters have discerned an exact 
chronological coincidence between the duration of 
the season specified in the prophecy as that of 
their conquests, and the facts of history. The 
mystical expression, " an hour, a day, a month, and 
a year," is equal to three hundred and ninety-six 
literal years and three months (396-|^2^). Now, 
from the accession to the throne bv Othman, who 
was the founder of the Turkish monarchy, to the 
date of the battle of Zenta, — that is, from June, 
1301, to September, 1697, — is actually the term of 
three hundred and ninety-six years and three 
months. In the battle of Zenta, the Turks were 
so terribly defeated by the Christians, that they 
lost half their possessions in Europe, and ceased to 
be a woe to Christendom. (See note at the end 
of this chapter.) 

Chap. ix. vers. 16-18 : " And the number of 
the army of the horsemen were two hundred thou- 
sand thousand (200,000,000) ; and I heard the 
number of them. And thus I saw the horses in 
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the vision, and them tliat sat on them, having 
breastplates of fire, and of jacinth, and brimstone : 
and tlie heads of the Iiorses were as tlie heads of 
lions ; and out of tlieir mouths issued fire and 
smoke and brimstone." The horsemen being ar- 
rayed in fire and jacinth and brimstone is ex- 
plained by the colors of the garments of the 
Turkish cavalry, — red, blue, and yellow. 

Moreover, in the vision, it appeared as if fire, 
smoke, and brimstone issued from the mouths of 
the horses. It is supposed that this refers to the 
flashes of the artillery and to the smoke of the 
gunpowder which were employed by the Turks. 
The siege-pieces used by them against Constan- 
tinople were of enormous size ; and those which 
ever since have defended the straits leading to 
that city are as large as the monster pieces of our 
day. — -Chap. ix. 18: "By these three was the 
third part of men killed, by the fire, and by the 
smoke, and by tlie brimstone which issued out of 
their mouths." The advantage which the use of 
their novel means of warfare gave the Turks re- 
sulted in such success, that (aa Faher observes) they 
politically slew the third part of men ; i.e., the east- 
em part of the Roman Empire. Ver, 19: "For 
io» 
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their power is in tlieir mouth and in their tails : 
for their tails were like unto serpents, and had 
heads, and with them they do hurt." The power 
in their mouth was that for military attack and 
defence : the power in their tails was the poison 
of Mohammed's false religion. — The result of 
this judgment and woe upon Christendom was not 
the repentance of that part of the people of the 
Roman Empire who were affected thereby. Vers. 
20, 21 : " And the rest of the men who were not 
killed by these plagues, yet repented not of the 
works of their hands, that tliey should not wor- 
ship devils, and idols of gold and silver and brass 
and stone and of wood, which neither can see 
nor hear nor walk ; neither repented they of 
their murders, nor of their sorceries, nor of their 
fornication, nor of their thefts." 

This exposition of the Revelation thus far has 
reached to the seventh seal and to the sixth trum- 
pet under that seventh seal. The reader has 
observed, that to this point of time, viz., to A.D. 
1697, the prophecy has treated directly and 
almost exclusively of the political fortunes of the 
Roman Empire, the fourth world-empire. In a 
similar way, the seventh trumpet ushers in wars 
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and changes of government within tliat same 
emj>ire. 

But, after the symbolic description of the woe of 
the sixth trumpet, there is introduced an episode 
which pertains to the condition of the Church 
during a large part of the same period. A iniglity 
angel is described as giving to the apostle a little 
book, which he eats (or apprehends the contents 
of), — sweet to the taste, bitter to the stomach. 
This little book, which follows the sixth trumpet in 
the Revelation, contains, first a description of the 
condition of the Church, very similar in symbolism 
to the description of the Church given under the 
sixth seal, and, like it, setting; forth the minirhncy, 
yet real separation, of the good and the evil. 
Then follows a symbolic description of the condi- 
tion of the Church during the season of the " woe- 
trumpets," — a period of depression which is to last 
one thoUvSand two hundred and sixty mystical 
da3s. The exposition of this episode is in a sep- 
arate chapter of this work. (See Chap. VIII.) 

At this time, passing over the " little book" aiid its 
contents for the sake of preserving the connection 
between the sixth and seventh trumpets, it is ne- 
cessary to omit the tenth chapter, and thirteen 
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verses of the eleventh chapter, of the Revelation. 
Tlie fourteenth verse resumes the onward course 
of the subject in words (similar to chap, ix. ver. 
12) as follows: "The second woe is past; and^ 
behold^ the third woe cometh quickly, ^^ The first 
woe began A.D. 612, and continued one hundred 
and fifty years, — to A.D. 762. Then there elapsed 
an interval of five hundred and thirty-nine years, 
or nearly five centuries and a half: to the out- 
break of the second woe, — A.D. 1301. This 
second woe continued three hundred and ninety- 
six vears and three months, till A.D. 1697. Inas- 
much as the third woe would come quickly^ it 
would come in a much shorter time than five cen- 
turies and a half. In fact, it is judged that this 
third woe began A.D. 1789, .when the French 
Revolution commenced : so that only ninety-seven 
years elapsed between the second and third woes, 
whereas five hundred and thirty-nine years elapsed 
between the first and second woes. 

Chap. xi. vers. 15-17: "And the seventh 
angel sounded ; and there were great voices in 
heaven, saying, The kingdoms of this world are 
become the kingdoms of our Lord, and of his 
Christ ; and he shall reign for ever and ever. And 
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the four and twenty elders, which sat before God 
on their seats, fell upon their faces, and worshipped 
God, saying, We give thee thanks, O Lord God 
Almighty, which art, and wast, and art to come ; 
because thou hast taken to thee thy great power, 
and hast reigned." Without doubt, these verses 
mean much the same as chap. x. ver. 7, in which 
the angel solemnly swears, that " in the days of the 
voice of the seventh angel, when he shall begin 
to sound, the mystery of God shall be finished." 
The original Greek of the fifteenth, sixteenth, and 
seventeenth verses will not give the idea as it 
is expressed in the received version. Not the 
kingdoms of the Globe, but rather the sovereignty 
of the (Roman) world or empire has become 
our Lord's and his Christ's. By this phrase is 
indicated the approaching end of the permitted 
reign of evil, and so the end of the sovereignty 
of the Devil; and therefore that Christ, in his 
quality of sovereign, would punish the Roman 
world by the judgments which are afterwards re- 
corded more minutely in the fifteenth and sixteenth 
chapters. 

Vers. 18, 19 : "And the nations were angry, 
and thy wrath is come, and the time (season) of 
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the dead, that they should be judged, and that 
thou shouldest give reward unto thy servants the 
prophets, and to the saints, and them that fear 
thy name, small and great ; and shouldest destroy 
them which destroy the earth. And the temple of 
God was opened in heaven, and there was seen in 
his temple the ark of his testament : and there were 
lightnings and voices and thunderings, and an 
earthquake, and great hail." The anger of the 
nations is considered to refer to the passions which 
evoked those wars, which — of such enormous 
magnitude, and with such bloody results — have 
taken place under the earlier part of this seventh 
trumpet (A.D. 1789 to A.D. 1815), and are yet to 
take place. The language which expresses judg- 
ment and recompense, and the destruction of the 
destroyers, is symbolic in its phrases^ and must be 
understood as expressing the temporal judgments 
of the Almighty. How often does history teach 
that one nation is used to punish another, and that 
the wrath of one nation works out a retribution 
on another by a conflict, .which is, in reality, a 
Divine vengeance I The opening of the temple of 
God, in heaven, under this seventh trumpet, 
recalls the scene in chap. vii. ver. 15. The hun- 
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dred and forty-four thousand, who were sealed 
just before the seventh seal was opened were seen 
serving God in his Temple. By this is under- 
stood the obedience of the real Christians amont; 
the multitudes of the members of the Church visi- 
ble. The Temple where the faithful were abiding 
was therefore to be opened for all to enter ; yet it 
is declared (chap. xv. ver. 8.), that no man 
could enter the Temple until the seven plagues 
which follow the seventh trumpet were ful- 
filled. In the vision, the smoke of the glory of 
the Lord so filled tlie Temple as to prevent an en- 
trance until the last vial should have been emptied, 
and Babylon overthrown. 

However, in the season of the seventh trumpet 
(A.D. 1789), the commotions of the nations 
would begin to remove the hinderances which su- 
perstition had placed to the true knowledge and 
right worship of God. At that era, the Divine 
Presence once more would te manifested ; and the 
Truth in its purity, as symbolized by the ark within 
the Temple, would begin once more to be dis- 
cerned. 

The concluding phenomena of the seventh 
trumpet — the voices, thunderings and lightnings 
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and earthquake — were mentioned before under 
the seventh seal, which itself comprehended the 
seventh trumpet. It is considered certain that the 
same symbols under the seal and under the trum- 
pet signify the same things. Under the seventh 
trumpet, there is added, indeed, a great hail. 
And, further, it is to be remarked, that all these 
symbols appear again under the seventh and last 
vial, with an evident amplification of the details 
(see chap. xxi. 17 - 21) : therefore the conclu- 
sion seems reasonable, that, in each instance, the 
language refers to the same events; viz., the down- 
fall of the Roman Empire (the "beast") under 
its eighth and last political form, in which it as- 
cended out of the bottomless pit (see chaps, xi. 
7 and xvii. 8), and the contemporaneous subver- 
sion of the Papacy. The thunde rings, lightnings, 
and voices symbolize wars and hostile invasions 
lasting all through the period of the seventh seal, 
prominent under the seventh trumpet, and aiding 
in the catastrophe of the seventh vial, which is 
concluded by the mighty earthquake and the storm 
of hail. 

As the former two woes are interpreted to mean 
the attacks on Christendom by the Saracens and 
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by the Turks, so is the third woe understood to mean 
the uprising of the infidel republicans of France 
against the religious and civil institutions of Papal 
Europe, which resulted in the career of conquest 
that followed the French Revolution. The period 
from A.D. 1789 to A.D. 1815 was marked not 
only by unprecedented bloodshed, but also by the 
excessive hatred of Christianity which was so 
openly exhibited. Atheism was professed by 
multitudes in France; and the National Conven- 
tion by vote denied the existence of God and the 
existence of man in a future state. Although this 
atheistic and bloodthirsty spirit did not preserve 
its organized form as the government of a nation, 
except during a few years, yet the same disposition 
and same evil principle have extensively influ- 
enced the nations and literature of Europe ever 
since the era of the atheistic outbreak. If any 
thing is plain, it is that the spirit of infidelity 
marks these last days, as it has continued to do 
for more than a century. And the end is not yet. 
The period of the seventh seal has not been 
wholly fulfilled. There remain the great earth- 
quake, and the storm of hail, before the " mystery 

of God shall be finished." 
11 
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In the Book of the Revelation, the record of the 
close of the seventh trumpet is followed by 
the narrative of several visions which describe the 
condition of the Churchy just as the visions of the 
seals and trumpets indicate the calamities to come 
on civil society and on the state. With them may 
be joined the vision of the little book, which is the 
vision of "the two witnesses." These several 
visions are that of the " Woman and Man-child," 
that of the secular and ecclesiastical Roman " wild 
beasts," and that of the proclamation of the "Fall of 
Babylon," followed by "the harvest" and "the 
vintage." These visions mostly have for their 
subject the condition of the Church, just as the 
previous visions regarded the vicissitudes of the 
State. 

For the better understanding of the "seven 
vials," which are included under the seventh and 
last trumpet, it will be expedient to regard next in 
order the visions which pertain mainly to the con- 
dition of the Church. 

Note. — Dr. Lloyd, Bishop of Worcester about A.D. 1670, is re- 
ferred to by Bishop Burnet (Hist, of his Own Times, A.D. 1700) as 
having declared, twenty years before, that, by the Revelation, it was 
evident that the Turks would cease to hurt the Papal Christians 
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after A.D. 1698, because their conquests then would cease, which 
they began in A.D. 1302. This has justly been considered a note- 
worthy interpretation, because it was deduced from the symbol 
before the fact, and was fulfilled with much exactness. — Pp. 644, 
646, Bohn's Ed.: London, 1867. 



TILL 

THE LITTLE BOOK CONTAINING THE VISION OF 

THE TWO WITNESSES. 

THIS prophecy is an interruption (as has often 
been remarked) of the progress of the dra- 
matic action in the Revelation, as exhibited in the 
opening of the seals and in the sounding of the 
trumpets ; for it is placed just after the first two 
woes, and before the third. The former part of 
this episode sets forth the circumstances of the 
giving of this separate prophecy ; and the remainder 
describes the measuring of the mystic temple, and 
the condition of the two witnesses for God, during 
the mystic twelve hundred and sixty days. The 
" little book " extends from Rev. x. 1 to xi. 13. 
Its purpose is to set forth the condition of the 
Church during the season of the three woes, when 
it was defiled by the worship of saints and of 
images. 

As soon as the vision of the horsemen from the 
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Euphrates had closed, — a vision which finished the 
action of the sixth trumpet, — there appeared to St. 
John (chap, x^ 1) a mighty angel of gigantic size, 
who held in his hand a " little book." This angel 
uttered a loud cry, or shout, and immediately seven 
voices like thunders answered him. (Probably the 
seven voices are symbols which serve to show that 
the seven last plagues properly occupy the season 
that follows the close of the period of the sixth 
trumpet.) The apostle was about to write down 
these oracles, but was forbidden ; and so the knowl- 
edge was confined to himself. When this scene 
had passed, the angel declared in the most solemn 
manner that there would be no delay in the progress 
of these events ; but that, in the days of the seventh 
angel (whose turn it was to sound ), " the mystery 
of God would be finished." Immediately St. John 
was directed to take the little book from the hand 
of the angel, and to eat the same. He found the 
book sweet to the taste ; " but, as soon as he had 
eaten it, his belly was bitter." It is gratifying to 
possess knowledge of that which is to come ; but, 
when it is knowledge of calamities and temptations, 
it gives pain, and not pleasure. The angel then 

addressed the apostle with the words, " Thou must 
ii» 
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prophesy again before many peoples and nations 
and tongues and kings." This address indicated 
that the knowledge which he had just received he 
must utter again for the information of the world. 
Thereupon, a measuring-rod was given to the 
apostle, and he was bidden to measure so as to un- 
derstand exactly the dimensions of the mystic tem- 
ple of God, of the court, of the altar, and of the 
space occupied by the worshippei's ; but the court 
outside of the temple the apostle was bidden not to 
measure, it was left for the Gentiles ; and the 
holy city they would trample under foot forty and 
two months (42 x 30 = 1,260 days). The interpre- 
tation of this symbolic measurement is, that in the 
Church there would exist some real Christians ; but 
that the visible fold would be filled, as was the court 
of the literal temple in ancient times, with a mul- 
titude w^ho w^ould desecrate the visible kingdom of 
Christ by a contemptuous misuse of it. This evil 
period thus mystically expressed is equal to twelve 
hundred and sixty natural years. 

The separation symbolically made in this vision 
suggests the similar separation which took place 
under the sixth seal, by which 144,000 of the 
mystic Israel were set apart as the chosen servants 
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of God, amidst the multitude of the half-hearted 
and worldly. These same 144,000 appear again iii 
a subsequent vision (chap. xiv. 1-5). It seems 
certain that the " measured worshippers " described 
in the little book are also the same as the 144,000 ; 
for the symbol has the same meaning. Thus there 
is evident both an identity of persons and a co- 
incidence of time. Since the worshippers sealed 
under the sixth seal meant the real Christians when 
they began to be distinguished from the mass of 
nominal Christians (A.D. 324), at the time when 
Christianity was established as the religion of the 
Roman Empire and of the Emperor, it would seem 
reasonable to give the same da4e to the measured 
worshippers. Thus the act, first of measuring, 
and afterwards of giving the outer court to the 
Gentiles, denoted that a new state of the Church 
would exist subsequent to the purity of the age 
of the martyrs ; in which some would use its holy 
'things for holy purposes, while the multitude would 
frequent the courts of the Lord's House for evil, 
and not for good. Thus the measuring of the 
Temple, of the altar, and of the worshippers, must 
be referred; as synchronizing in date; to the same 
season of the sixth seal; i.e., to A.D. 324. 
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The scope of the vision now begins to appear ; 
viz., that it describes the condition of the visible 
Church : first, during the three centuries following 
tlie persecutions, — that is, from A.D. 324 to A.D. 
606, the period when many worldly and insincere 
persons professed Christianity, and when dreadful 
corruptions began to be introduced ; and, second, its 
condition during the mystic period so often declared 
by Daniel and by St. John, — that is, during the 
permitted perversion of Christianity by Satan, 
which is also the period of the three woes sent on 
Christendom. Furthermore, its scope is to show, 
that as, during the time of worldly success and 
imperial favor, the^j were some who were sincere 
and true, so under the subsequent tyranny of the 
little horn of the Roman wild beast, and under 
the oppression of the Mohammedan heresy, the 
Church would continue its work of preaching Christ, 
though laborintT under the greatest disadvantages. 

The utterance by the angel — that which follows, 
beginning at chap. xi. ver. 3, " And I will give 
power unto ray two witnesses, " &c. — is confessedly 
one of the most obscure passages in the prophecies to 
interpret. It is certain that almost every student 
of the prophecies will say, that the question, 
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'* Who are meant by the two witnesses ? " yet re- 
mains to be answered. One expositor has said 
that they are Enoch and Elijah ; another, the Old 
and New Testaments; another, the Church before 
and after Christ ; and yet again a writer among the 
Waldenses (who is quoted by Faber with appro- 
bation, and whose ideas Faber adopts) that they 
are " the Waldenses and Albigenses." The two 
witnesses have also been interpreted as the German 
Protestants. In respect to each of these hypotheses, 
there are reasons which cause dissent. 

Chap. xi. ver. 3 : " And I will give power unto 
my two witnesses ; and they shall prophesy a thou- 
sand two hundred and threescore days, clothed in 
sackcloth. These are the two olive-trees and the 
two candlesticks standing before the God of the 
earth." 

Olive-trees and candlesticks are symbols of 
churches. An olive-tree yielding its nutritious 
fruit, and its oil so useful to man, and in its life 
outlasting generations of mankind, is a lively sym- 
bol of a spiritual society existing to promote the 
good of man and the glory of God. So in Jere- 
miah, the people f Israel, ecclesiastically regarded, 
are compared to a once goodly olive-tree, which had 
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been burned and broken because of national sins. 
So, too, St. Paul compares the Jews to a good 
olive-tree of which the branches were broken off; 
and on the stock were grafted the Gentiles. The 
symbol of the two candlesticks is even stronger 
in its meaning. It is explained moreover, in Rev. 
i. 20 : *' The seven candlesticks which thou sawest 
are the seven churches." Thus the two candle- 
sticks, and therefore the two olive-trees, are two 
churches, whose importance is marked by the 

declaration that "they stand before the God of 
the earth." 

Since the symbols of the olive-trees and the 
candlesticks mean two churches^ it is plain that 
Enoch and Elijah, the Law and the Gospel, the 
German Protestants, the Waldenses and Albi- 
genses, &c., cannot be admitted as just interpreta- 
tions ; or, if it is affirmed that the Waldenses and 
Albigenses are two churches, their limited influence 
seems hardly to agree with their being '' the two 
candlesticks before the God of the earth." More- 
over, as their testimony would be given during 
twelve hundred and sixty years, or until our times ; 
and as the advocates of the interpretation in ques- 
tion consider that the Waldenses and Albigenses 
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finished their testimony two hundred years ago 
when (it is affirmed) they were killed, at which 
time, however, their destroyer, " the beast that 
ascendeth out of the bottomless pit," had not as- 
cended : hence, wliatever injuries the Waldenses 
and Albigenses received, these injuries were not the 
slaying of the two witnesses, nor, therefore, were 
these communities the two witnesses. 

It is then evident, almost beyond controversy, 
that the two witnesses are two churches, and, ac- 
cordingly, that their prophesying means their proc- 
lamation of the gospel during the fateful period 
of 1,260 mystic days. And their prophesying in 
%€Lckcloth no less plainly signifies their depressed 
condition while proclaiming the gospel, which is 
symbolized by their being arrayed in garments of 
woe rather than in " clothing of wrought gold." 
Thus the two churches, whichever they are, when 
considered in their spiritual aspect, are in a condi- 
tion which has a close resemblance to the condition 
of the Holy City (mentioned but just before), 
while it was trodden under foot by the Gentiles forty 
and two months, or 1,260 days. 

These 1,260 days are a mystic number usually 
taken to signify years* Just as the symbols of 
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the visions of Daniel and St. John are mini- 
ature representations of vast Empires, so are 
the mystic days miniature years. Various 
symbols are represented as having this mystic 
duration. Thus in Dan. vii. 25, the saints 
are to be given into the hand of the " little 
horn " until a time and times and tlie dividing of 
time, or 3|- years = 1,260 days. The same 
period was to continue until all the wonders should 
be finished (Dan. xii. 7). This is the period 
during which the mystic holy city is trampled 
under foot ; when the two witnesses prophesy ; 
when the Woman is nourished in the wilderness 
(chap. xii. 6, 14) ; when the Man-child is taken 
up to the throne of God: it is the time during 
which a mouth speaking great things and blasphe- 
mies was given to the wild beast, also power to 
make war. Besides, the chronology shows that 
this mystic period was the season of the three woes. 
The 1,260 years form a remarkable period of the 
peculiar success of the power of evil in perversion ; 
and it is in consequence of this success (it is 
reasonable to conclude) that the two witnesses are 
forced to prophesy in sackcloth. 

There is yet another interpretation of the " two 
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witnesses," which may appear to meet the condi- 
tions expressed in the propliecy. This interpreta- 
tion is, that the " two witnesses " are the two churches 
of the Roman Empire, — the Eastern and the West'- 
em^ or " the Greek " and " tlie Latin " cliurches ; 
wliich two parts taken togetlier form, in fact, but 
one Churchy and, after so many centuries, do still, 
in numbers, constitute by far the majority of " the 
Holy Church throughout all the World." From 
the beginning of Christianity, the Church of the 
Roman Empire was really divided into two parts 
by the use of the two languages, the Greek and 
the Latin. Afterwards, this division became more 
settled as the centuries passed, till at length the 
division became a separation. Each witness has 
preached Christ during the 1,260 years, but yet 
in sackcloth: the one by reason of the tyranny 
of Mohammedan anti-Christianity; the other by 
reason of the perversions and superstitions up- 
held by the tyrant of the Western Church, the 
Bishop of Rome. And inasmuch as the churches 
of the East and West are two, and yet are one (as 
the two witnesses had one mouthy, and are im- 
portant enough, as being the churches of the 
Roman Empire, to be symbolized by two olive- 

12 
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trees and two candlesticks standing before the 
God of the earth, this interpretation is offered 
in this work as the true interpretation. 

The objection will doubtless be made, that the 
two churches above named are in error, and have 
departed more or less from " the faith once de- 
livered to the saints," and hence that they cannot 
be said to witness for Christ ; that is, to preach 
the gospel. Yet it certainly must be granted that 
they have always taught fundamental Christian 
truth, however this may have been obscured by 
error. But evidently this very mixture of error 
in their teachings may be and must be denoted 
by the symbol of prophesying in sackcloth. In 
their original array of " fine linen, which is the 
righteousness of the saints," they would teach only 
orthodox truth ; but " in sackcloth," in temporal 
depression, and in spiritual poverty, they suffer 
the evils that arise from ignorance and oppression. 
The collective people of Israel were the chosen of 
God even in times of idolatry: are not the mem- 
bei*s of the Christian Church, as such, the "saints 
of God," even while they suffer from evils, some 
of which anciently oppressed Israel ? Nor does 
the apparent universal prevalence of evil indicate 
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an utter apostasy from God ; for the instance of 
Elijah must be quoted yet again in the opposite 
direction. , Let it be considered as certain, that 
so long as the work of the Holy Spirit continues 
to be manifested in the Church, even though 
with apparent infrequency, there remains a power 
and presence which will yet cast away the robes of 
sackcloth, and give " the garments of praise for 
tlie spirit of heaviness." 

Vers. 5, 6 : " And if any man will hurt them, 
fire proceedeth out of their mouth, and devoureth 
their enemies : and, if any man will, hurt them, he 
must in this manner be killed. These have power 
to shut heaven, that it rain not in the days of their 
prophecy : and have power over waters to turn 
them to blood, and to smite the earth with all 
plagues, as often as they will." The tirst of these 
phrases is readily perceived to mean that the Church 
(even in sackcloth) would continue to declare the 
Divine Judgments against the wicked and worldly 
who would overthrow Christianity if they could. 
This is '* the fire proceeding out of their mouth." 
" The power to shut heaven, that it rain not in the 
days of their prophecy," signifies that on account 
of their condition, as prophets in sackcloth^ the 
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truth of the Divine Word, the fertiHzing rain upon 
the spiritual harvest, will not reach the nations of the 
World. Of this their humiliated condition is 
the occasion : the fault of this is in them who cause 
them to prophesy in sackcloth. The power to turn 
the waters into blood, and to smite with plagues, 
indicates that the two churches are the occasion of 
wars between nations, and of bitter calamities 
which come upon the world from their distressed 
and spiritually-depressed condition. Could they 
testify in their original state, the world would be 
full of Christians; but the imperfect nature of their 
teaching (they being in. sackcloth) is the cause of 
bitter evils. 

Ver. 7 : " And, when thev shall have finished 
their testimony, the(wild) beast that ascendeth out 
of the bottomless pit shall make war against them, 
and overcome them, and kill them.'' This war 
against the two witnesses, and their death, must take 
place after the end of the 1,260 days. During this 
period, they testify, or prophesy, or bear witness by 
prophesying ; evidently, therefore, their witnessing 
is not finished until the 1,260 days (or miniature 
years) have ended. And as, by common consent 
of the best commentators, this period ended in A.D. 
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1866, the slaying of the witnesses is in the future. 
It is certain that the "Church of the Roman Empire, 
both in the East and in the West, remains in out- 
ward appearance as it has been for centuries. 

Nevertheless, the two witnesses have a bitter ad- 
versary ; and from him comes the catastrophe which 
terminates their wretched condition. This enemy 
is the (wild) beast that ascendeth out of the bot- 
tomless pit. No such (wild) beast has been men- 
tioned previously in the Revelation ; but in chaps, 
xiii. and xvii,, the symbol is expressed ; and in chap, 
xvii. ver. 8, the angel interpreting declares to the 
seer, " The" (wild) " beast that thou sawest was, 
and is not, and shall ascend out of the bottomless pit^ 
and go into perdition.^^ All are agreed that the wild 
beast denotes the Roman Empire: and inasmuch 
as, after a season of nonentity ( " is not," chap, 
xvii. 8), it " will ascend out of the bottomless pit," 
the successful adversary of the two witnesses must 
be the Roman Empire under its last form, — the form 
it will have previous to going into perdition, or 
being destroyed as a political power. And, if a 
reason is sought why the Roman Empire in its last 
form will endeavor to destroy the Church of the 
Roman Empire, the reason is to be discerned in the 

12* 
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spirit which, as the prophecy insinuates, will actuate 
the empire, — the spirit of Antichrist. This dis- 
position of the secular power is disclosed in a sym- 
bolic way by the declaration that the wild beast 
will ascend out of the bottomless pit. What is the 
spirit derived from the bottomless pit ? The sym- 
bolic locusts, who were the Mohammedan Saracens, 
came out of the smoke of the bottomless pit. 
Thei/ were violently/ antichrutian. Is it not right 
to infer that the wild beast, after his ascent from the 
same place^ would be actuated by the same spirit f 
Influenced, then, by a spirit opposed to Christianity, 
the secular power will make war upon the Church 
of the Roman Empire ; in what way and under 
what change from present circumstances cannot 
now be discerned. Whatever may be the power of 
resistance in the Church, it will be overcome, and 
the witnesses will be " killed." 

Judging from the use of language in prophecy, 
it is not likely that this killing will be a literal 
slaughter, but rather a svmbolic death, a cessation 
of functional hfe. The war against the two wit- 
nesses may be a period of persecution, but, most 
likely, will be a war against the Church in its cor- 
porate capacity as a divine organization. It also 
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would seem that a spiritual society, symbolized 
while in activity by candlesticks and olive-trees, 
and after its overthrow symbolized by two 
unburied corpses torn by the attack of a wild 
beast, — that such a spiritual society, so wide- 
spread as the Church .of the Roman Empire, 
could be reduced to inaction and death-like silence 
only by some catastrophe, political and ecclesias- 
tical, such as man has never yet experienced. 
There are hints in Scripture of such a coming 
crisis. The prophet Daniel foretells " a time of 
trouble such as there never was since there was a 
nation." St. John also, under the seventh vial, 
foretells "a great earthquake, such as was not since 
men were upon the earth, so mighty an earth- 
quake and so great." From one point of view, 
which will presently be mentioned, it is difficult to 
conceive how the whole Church could fail to be 
involved in the change ; and it is quite possible to 
imagine, that when anti-Christian Europe shall be 
in a blaze, and its armies proceeding even to Pal- 
estine (Dan. xi. 44, 45), an end may come to the 
functional life of the Greek and Latin Churches, 
which can best be expressed by their daughter. 
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Note. — The times seem ripening towards such an anti-Chris- 
tian demonstration. The prevalence of a contempt and hatred of 
religion and its professed adherents is growing stronger and stronger. 
And yet more : the antagonism between State and Charch in Europe 
is becoming more pronounced, so that tlie last few years have seen 
spoliations of church-property equalling those in England at the 
Kefoi-mation, and in France at the Revolution. In a subsequent 
pro|ihecy (chap. xvii. 16) is set forth the utter destruction of Rome 
ecclesiastical bj' tlie Kings of the Roman World, which is an event 
yet future; and is it improbable that the whole church of the Roman 
Empire, whose interests are inextricably joined to those of the ec- 
clesiastical capital, may deeply suffer in the destruction, and this 
even to an extent which may meet the symbols of this prophecy ? 

Ver. 8 : " And their dead bodies shall lie in the 
stivet of the great city, which spiritually is called 
Scdom and Egypt, where also our Lord was cru- 
cified. And tliey of the peoples and kindreds 
and tongues and nations shall see their dead bodies 
three days and an half, and shall not suffer their 
dead bodies to be put in graves." (Greek, " in 
tombs.") The destruction of the two witnesses in 
the East and in the West, it is disclosed, will not 
reach to the disintegration of their organization ; 
for that will remain, being symbolized by their 
being bodies^ though dead bodies. Nor will these 
be hid away, as dead bodies are wont to be, in the 
forgetfulness of the tomb: but they are to con- 
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tinue to be seen by all ; for they will lie in the 
street (or broadway) of the Great City. The 
Great City itself is explained by Faber (Sac. Cal. 
Proph. vol. iii. pp. 39, 40) to be "mystic Baby- 
lon, . . . not the literal city, but the Empire 
of Rome; the temporal Babylon being the 
temporal Empire, and the spiritual Babylon being 
the spiritual Empire co-existent with its temporal 
associate. Such being the case, there is no need to 
seek for any mystical sense in which our Lord 
may be said to have been crucified in the Great 
City. He literally suffered within its precincts ; 
for he was put to death in Palestine, at that time 
a province of the Roman Empire." — The Great 
City is spiritually called Sodom because it is full of 
sin, and Egypt because the true " Israel of God " 
are in captivity within its limits. 

Ver. 10 : " And they that dwell upon the earth 
shall rejoice over them, and make merry, and shall 
send gifts one to another; because these two 
prophets tormented them that dwelt on the earth." 
The people of the earth are the inhabitants of 
the territorial empire as distinguished from the 
members of the visible Church. They rejoice 
over the calamity inflicted by the secular power. 
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because the Church, by proclaiming, however im- 
perfectly, the obligations and retributions set forth 
by the Christian religion, becomes bitterly hateful 
to those who refuse obedience to Christ. 

Ver. 11 : " And after three days and an half 
the Spirit of life from God entered into them, 
and they stood upon their feet ; and great 
fear fell upon them which saw them. And 
they heard a great voice from heaven saying unto 
them, Come up hither. And they ascended up to 
heaven in a cloud ; and their enemies beheld 
them.*' — The state of enforced inaction in the 
Church having endured 3J mystic days, or literal 
years, the dead bodies are raised to life again, and 
the condition of the witnesses is changed from hu- 
miUty on earth to glory in heaven. It is likely 
that this change is the same as that expressed in 
Dan. ii. 44 and vii. 27, when, after the vanish- 
ing of the secular empires of earth, the dominion 
will be given to the saints of the Most High. 

Chap. xi. 13 : " And the same hour was there 
a great earthquake." The original Greek reads, 
" And in that hour." Furthermore, the word 
translated hour ought to be rendered " season." 
In this way, a very different idea is gained. 
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Ver. 13 : *' And in that season tliere was a great 
earthquake." What season is meant ? Evidently 
the season of the second woe or of the sixth trumpet. 
" And in that season there was a great earthquake, 
and the tenth part of the city fell ; and in the 
earthquake were slain of men seven thousand : 
and the remnant were affrighted, and gave glory to 
the God of heaven." Ver. 14 : " The second 
woe is past ; and, behold, the third woe cometh 
quickly." The mention of the closing of the 
second woe immediately after the earthquake fixes 
the chronology of that commotion just before the 
end of the second woe, i.e., shortly before A.D. 
1697. These two verses, the thirteenth and four- 
teenth, belong to the large sealed book ; the " little 
book" having ended with verse twelve. To 
understand the connection better, the thirteenth 
verse of the eleventh chapter should be read as 
following the last verses of the ninth chapter. 
Yet, inasmuch as the prophecy is continuous, there 
is no absolute break; and so, in verse thirteen, 
there is an allusion to the little book in the use of 
the word "city:" "The tenth part of the city 
fell," i.e., of Babylon ecclesiastical. Neverthe- 
less^ the season is that of the second woe. Faber 
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explains the earthquake by which the tenth part of 
the city fell to mean the separation — finally accom- 
plished in A.D. 1688, a short time before the end 
of the second woe — of the British nation (one of 
the ten Kingdoms of the Roman World) from the 
allegiance to Rome ecclesiastical ; also, that the 
slaying of seven thousand men (or names of men, 
as it is in the Greek) denotes the complete po- 
litical death of the adherents of the Papacy 
within that tenth part of the Roman City (s&oen 
thousand denoting completeness) ; while the fright 
of the survivors, and their worship of God, be- 
tokens their adherence to the faith reformed from 
Papal superstitions. 

If a feeling yet remains in the reader's mind 
against the view that the Church of the Roman 
Empire in the East and in the West is symbolized 
by the " two witnesses," — the objection, to wit, that 
churches so corrupt cannot be witnesses for God, — 
let it be remembered that we can look upon the 
Church in two aspects, — the divine^ in which aspect 
the Church is perfect; and the human^ in which 
aspect Christian men, being tempted of the Devil, 
have marred her perfection. So, then, while the 
Church is worthy of all esteem in respect to its 
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Divinely-ordered constitution, in having '' the faith 
once delivered to the saints," in its possession of the 
Divine record the Holy Bible, and in the fact that it 
is the society founded by Christ himself to proclaim, 
propagate, and perpetuate all truth ; the same 
Church, on the other hand and in another aspect, 
may be deserving of great reprobation by reason 
of the abuses originated and perpetuated by men 
who have power in the Church, and who drag the 
unwilling mass of its members along with them- 
selves in their course of wickedness. Look at the 
national churches of Europe as they have become 
by the abuses and tyranny of the Papacy ; or look 
at the churches in the East as they have become 
through the political degradation of the Christians 
under the stamping under foot of the Saracen and 
the Turk ; and how much there is to be opposed and 
reproved as discordant with the apostles' doctrine 
contained in the word of God, though far less in the 
latter case than in the former. And yet this corrupt- 
ed and down-trodden Church of the Roman Empire, 
its two parts are God's witnesses, who have been 
prophesying in sackcloth 1,260 years, from A.D. 
606 ; awe?, could they be annihilated^ there would he 
absolutely no historic Church existing in the very 

18 
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cities and countries where the apostles founded the 
Church. By eminence, the Church of the Roman 
Empire is of apostolic origin, however far it may 
have been drawn away from apostolic purity. 

It is natural to ask the question whether the 
slaying of the witnesses has any connection with 
the future of the Church of England, our mother- 
Cluirch. It is plain, that, for some reasons, the 
Church of England must be reckoned in with the 
other national churches of the West. Thus 
England, anciently called Britannia, was a portion 
of the ancient Roman Empire. The kingdom of 
Kent was one of the ten Gothic kingdoms of the 
West. The Church in England was delivered for 
centuries " into the hand of the little horn," and 
under this tyranny " prophesied in sackcloth." 
Yet her deliverance from the Papal tyranny, and 
her recent energy in testifying to the truth of 
the gospel throughout the world, show, that, for Aer, 
this state of prophesying in sackcloth has happily 
passed away. 

This release of the National Church of England 
seems to be symbolized by the fall of the tenth 
part of the Roman ^^ city," as before explained ; and 
also there seems to be a Divine intention in placing 
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the symbol of the earthquake in connection with 
the vision of the two witnesses, as if to signify that 
this tenth part will be free from the misfortunes 
that come on the two prophets. It is true that 
there are too many reasons to fear for the future of 
the Church in England. The secular power has 
become veryantichristian towards the Church ; and, 
under the present system, both heretics and infidels 
may legislate for the English Church, or rather, 
against her. The recent plundering of the Church 
of Ireland, which is in communion with that of 
England, has been promoted to please the tyrant 
of Rome and his adherents. Thus the " little 
horn " is yet '' making war upon the saints.'* 

It may reasonably be imagined that the unique 
vision of the witnesses is to give assurance to the 
faithful, that the Church of God has not failed^ 
even under the corruptions of the idolatrous Apos- 
tasy, but has continued to be God's witness even in 
the lamentable state, spiritually considered, in which 
it has existed for the last twelve hundred years. 
But a brighter future is not far distant. " O Lord, 
cleanse and defend thy Church ! " and that right 
speedily. (See the Appendix.) 



IX. 
thp: vision of the woman and the man-child. 

WITH the twelfth chapter of the Revelation, 
which contains the vision of the Woman 
and the Man-child, there commences a series of 
visions, each complete in itself. Several of them 
are contemporaneous, and symbolize different aspects 
of the same events. Some interpreters are dis- 
posed to place this vision, and those which follow 
for several chapters, in the " little book ; " but a 
forcible objection to this is the superior importance 
and bulk of the '' Httle book," according to this 
hypothesis. Whichever arrangement is used, the 
interpretation is mainly the same. Chap. xii. vers. 
1, 2 : " And there appeared a great wonder in 
heaven ; a woman clothed with the sun, and the 
moon under her feet, and upon her head a crown 
of twelve stars : and she being with child cried, 
travailing in birth, and pained to be delivered." 
In prophecy, heaven as contrasted with earth is 
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religion as contrasted with politics. In religion, 
then, a great wonder appeared, — a woman clothed 
and adorned with the glories of the firmament. 
By this symbol may be understood the Church of 
God in its condition after Constantine, when it was 
visibly in honor, and when Christianity had appar- 
ently gotten the better of idolatry. The date of 
the commencement of this vision would therefore 
be A.D. 328, — the year when Constantinople 
became the seat of the Caesars, and when the 
Papacy began to germinate. The symbolism is 
plainly taken from the facts of the birth and par- 
entage of our Saviour. The Woman is the Blessed 
Virgin who brought forth the Saviour of the World ; 
and he is the seed or descendant of the Woman. 
If the symbol is interpreted, the Woman is the 
Church of one period, and the Man-child denotes 
those who succeed as the true spiritual sons of the 
Church in the next period. The two periods are 
those already suggested in the vision of the meas- 
ured worshippers and the two witnesses ; viz., the 
period of ecclesiastical prosperity after Constantine, 
and that of adversity after the rise of the Papacy. 
Vers. 3, 4 : " And there appeared another won- 
der in heaven ; and, behold, a Great Red Dragon, 

13* 
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having seven heads and ten horns, and seven 

crowns upon his heads. And his tail drew the third 

part of the stars of heaven, and did cast them to 

the earth ; and the Dragon stood before tne Woman 

which was ready to be delivered, for to devour her 

child as soon as it was born." The enemy of the 

Woman and her child now appears acting against 

her. The distinct appearance of this adversary, 

as the Dragon or old Serpent or Satan, shows who 

is the real author of the evils that have perverted 

the Church, — that he is the enemy of God and 

man. His array with the ten horns of the Roman 

wild beast, and with the seven heads wearing 

crowns (see chap, xiii.), exhibits him as the power 

of evil who is working secretly by means of the 

secular power of the Roman Empire in order to 

destroy Christianity. The casting-down the third 

part of the stars with his tail indicates his success 

in debasinor the official teachers of the Church in 

one-third part of the Roman Empire ; that is, in 

Europe,* for by the pressure of the secular power 

the bishops have ever been rendered subservient to 

the Papacy. The eagerness of the dragon to 

* In St. John's time, the Roman Empire was divided into three parts, 
Europe, Asia, and Africa. 
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devour the child could be gratified, not till the time 
of the birth. Hence if the years are estimated 
from A.D. 328, according to the well-known phys- 
ical facts of the symbol, being the season while 
the woman was with child, they will extend to 
A.D. 606, the date of the assumptions and usurpa- 
tions of the Papacy. At that date, the dragon 
sought to put an utter end to the power of the 
Saviour. 

Ver. 5 : " And she brought forth a man-child, 
who was to rule all nations with a rod of iron ; and 
her child was caught up unto God, and to his 
throne." At the time, then, of the prolongation 
of the life of the Church, and at the beginning of 
the mystic twelve hundred and sixty days, at 
the monjent when the great red dragon expected to 
devour the child, he met with a signal disappoint- 
ment : the prey was snatched from his teeth. 
However well laid were the plans of the adversary 
for destroying religion, these were to be defeated ; 
and his first reverse was at the moment of supposed 
victory. The symbolism of the fifth verse is obvi- 
ously taken from the earthly life of the Saviour, 
and from the season when our Saviour triumphed, 
and ascended to heaven. The interpretation sug- 
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gests itself in the failure of the power of evil so 
to corrupt Christianity during the period of the 
Papal Monarchy (i. e., during the mystic twelve 
hundred and sixty days), that there should be no 
" remnant " of true believers. 

Ver. 6 : '* And the woman fled into the wilder- 
ness, where she hath a place prepared of God, 
that they should feed her there a thousand two hun- 
dred and threescore days." The symbolism contains 
an allusion, by no means obscure, to the flight of the 
faithful Elijah, and to his concealment and mirac- 
ulous support (during twelve hundred and sixty lit- 
eral days : see James, chap. v. ver. 17), first in 
the wilderness, and afterwards in Phenicia. This 
flight of the woman, by which she was preserved, 
indicated that a way of escape from the power of 
evil would be opened, by which the life of the 
Church would be preserved, even during the rage 
of the Dragon. This vision may be regarded as in 
two portions, of which the one is partly a repetition 
of the other ; for the flight of the woman in the 
sixth verse is the same flight as that in the ninth 
verse: yet the commencing symbols of the two por- 
tions are different. 
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Ver. 7 : " And there was war in heaven : 
Michael and his angels fought against the dragon ; 
and the dragon fought, and his angels, and pre- 
vailed not ; neither was their place found any more 
in heaven." At this seventh verse there appears 
to commence another portion of the vision, parallel, 
in a measure, to the first portion of the former 
part. The war in heaven is a contention in things 
spiritual^ as distinguished from contention in 
things secular. 

Tlie contest is symbolized as a battle between 
the good angel and the bad angel, and between the 
allies of each. This is to be interpreted of events 
which are certainly previous to the birth of the 
man-child, and previous to the flight of the w^oman ; 
for the flight is said to be caused by the dragon, 
after the conclusion of the contest. Furthermore, 
it was a contest in which the allies of Michael 
gained the victory by dying^ as did their Lord. By 
death, they also overcame him who hath the power 
of death ; i. e., the Devil. This mystic contest, 
doubtless, refers not only to persecutions and 
martyrdoms under Rome Pagan, but also to the 
repeated contests with heretics^ who, equally with 
heathen persecutors, are the foes of Christianity, 
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and who afforded occasions of conflict which have 
become historical, even during the prosperous era 
after Constantine. The result of the conflict, in 
what way soever it was waged, whether by sword 
or by tongue, was the discomfiture of the Devil in 
his endeavor to destroy ReHgion b}' means of phys- 
ical death and spiritual apostasy. His well-planned 
efforts were nugatory ; and, in the end, he was 
cast out of heaven, or from his standpoint of van- 
tage in things ecclesiastical, and obliged to take 
his stand upon the earth ; that is, to be confined to 
secular thinors in his efforts against the Christian 
faith. (In accordance with this, the student of 
Church history knows that the heresies, nearly one 
hundred in number, which were inimical to Chris- 
tianity during the three centuries after Constantine, 
have long been unknown as disturbers of the peace 
of the Church ; another sort of spiritual evils having 
taken their place.) Vers. 9-12 : " And the great 
dragon was cast out, that old serpent, called the 
Devil, and Satan, which deceiveth the whole 
world : he was cast out into the earth, and his an- 
gels were cast out with him. And I heard a loud 
voice saying in heaven. Now is come salvation, and 
strength, and the kingdom of our -God, and the 
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power of his Christ ; for the accuser of our breth- 
ren is cast down, which accused them before our 
God day and night. And they overcame him by the 
blood of the Lamb, and by the word of their testi- 
mony ; and they loved not their lives unto the death. 
Therefore rejoice, ye heavens, and ye that dwell 
in them. Woe to the inhabiters of the earth and 
of the sea ! for the Devil is come down unto you, 
having great wrath, because he knoweth that he 
hath but a short time." The Devil having been 
cast out, and so deprived of opportunity to 
work evil by perversions of doctrine, and by per- 
secations, a proclamation of rejoicing is addressed 
to the dwellers in the heavens ; that is, to the 
members of the Church, who would no longer be 
forced to contend with heresies. At the same time, 
a woe was proclaimed against the dwellers on earth 
and the sea, or against the subjects of the Roman 
Empire as such, because on them Satan would 
vent his wrath in furthering his machinations 
against the Church. In accordance with this has 
been the history of the world of Europe and 
Western Asia — the Roman Empire — for more than 
twelve centuries. That territory has been • the 
scene of constant and hardly interrupted inter- 
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national wars, besides the dreadful evils arising 
from the wars with the Saracens, from the crusades, 
and from the contest with the Turks. Although 
Rome anciently had conquered many nations, con- 
quest once established, there was no more war. 
An iron hand kept order ; and, though Roman civil 
society was by no means a paradise, it was far bet- 
ter than to endure tlie evils of the chronic enmity 
between small communities. When, however, the 
Devil was cast upon the earth, he renewed his old 
work with a more malignant intention ; and, as 
Christianity is the religion of peace^ the Devil 
sought, by continually fomenting enmities, political 
and national, to distract the human mind from the 
thought of godliness and its peaceful virtues. 
The physical evils and social misery which have 
resulted from this state of contention, which has 
been permanent through more than twelve cen- 
turies, is beyond the power of the human imagina- 
tion, and, being so, meet- the fearful prophecy of 
" Woe to the inhabiters of the earth and the sea ! " 
that is, to the population of the Roman earth 
or empire. 

Ver. 13: "And when the dragon saw that he 
was cast unto the earth, he persecuted the woman 
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which brought forth the man-child. And to the 
woman were given two wings of a great eagle, 
that she miglit fly into the wilderness, into her 
place, where she is nourished for a time, and times, 
and half a time, from the face of the serpent," 
As the flight in the fourteenth verse is the same as 
the flight in the sixth verse, the persecution by 
the dragon must mean his efforts against all who 
opposed the prevailing corruptions and ecclesias- 
tical usurpations at the beginning of the seventh 
century. The flight of the woman cannot be put 
earlier than A.D. 606. In either mention of the 
flight, rhe place of refuge is the wilderness, — an 
abode far from the centres of social life. Amid 
the evils of the Apostasy, there have been some 
pious souls kept from the sin that is in the world ; 
and a remnant, according to the election of grace, 
has served the Lord in sincerity. The duration 
of this exile of the woman (which symbol evi- 
dently denotes a debased condition of things 
spiritual) is expressed in the sixth verse, as 1,260 
days, and, in the fourteenth verse, as a time, times, 
and half a time. By this it is plain that the ex- 
pressions are equivalent; and each denotes the mys- 

14 
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tic period of the prevalence of evil which is men- 
tioned in the prophecies so often. 

Ver. 15 : " And the serpent cast out of his 
mouth water as a flood after the woman. And the 
earth opened her mouth, and swallowed up the 
flood which the dragon cast out of his mouth." 
A flood denotes an armed multitude in motion, 
such as inundated the western empire from the 
north, in the fifth and sixth centuries. But as 
the flood followed the woman in her flight, and as 
the flight was not earlier than A.D. 606, this flood 
must rather signify the armed multitudes of the 
fanatically anti-Christian followers of Mohammed. 
The symbol teaches, that, by their ' agency, the 
adversary hoped to destroy Christianity. But 
religion met with an unexpected ally. The 
hordes who were poured upon the Roman Empire 
for the purpose of destroying the mystical woman 
overran but a portion of it, and stopped short in 
their career, satisfied to possess the territory they 
had acquired ; being, as it were, swallowed up by 
the earth. 

Ver. 17 : " And the dragon was wroth with the 
woman, and went to make war with the remnant 
of her seed, which keep the commandments of 
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God, and have the testimony of Jesus Christ." 
The woman being beyond the dragon's machrna- 
tionS; — or the Church, in its corporate capacity, 
being beyond injury, — the wrath of the adversary 
was vented on individuals who sought to revive 
purity of faith and practice. 

It is quite plain that the preservation of the 
truth during the debased condition of the 
Church, both in the East under the oppression of 
the flood of Mohammedans, and in the West under 
the tyranny of the Papacy, is symbolized under 
the "nourishing " of the woman and the " catching 
up '* of the man-child. For, in a sense, religion 
seemed to forsake the abodes of men and the 
temples of God ; and a superstition overspread 
Christendom like the ancient worship of idols. 
Yet, because both the w^oman and her child were 
preserved from the face of the serpent, it is to be 
understood that the true faith of Christ's Holy 
Name was not to be forgotten altogether. And 
presently the Dragon will be bound ; and then his 
persecution of the Woman will be at an end. 



X. 



THE VISION OF THE WILD BEAST HAVING 
SEVEN HEADS AND TEN HORNS. 

AS a wild beast with ten horns (which syra- 
boh'zed the Roman Empire) was seen by 
Daniel, so a somewhat similar symbol was seen by 
St. John ; and the fact, that in each vision the 
wild beast had ten horns, is judged to show the 
identity of the wild beasts. 

Chap. xiii. 1 : " And I stood upon the sand of 
the sea, and saw a beast rise out of the sea, having 
seven heads and ten horns, and upon his horns ten 
crowns, and upon his heads tlie name of blas- 
phemy." This wild beast of St. John's vision has 
the symbolic peculiarity of. being furnished with 
seven heads : whereas, in the vision seen by Dan- 
iel, the wild beast had but one head. Besides, 
whereas, on the head of the wild beast seen by 
Daniel, there were ten horns, and likewise a won- 
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derful little horn, having eyes, and a mouth 
speaking great things, this last symbol is replaced 
in the Revelation by the symbol merely of a mouth 
speaking great things. These variations and addi- 
tions do not, however, lessen the impression of 
identity. 

This symbol of a beast with heads and horns is 
employed by St. John three times. Thus, in 
chapter twelve, the Dragon bears the heads and 
horns with crowns on the heads, a symbol which 
expresses that the real power which is acting by 
means of the heads and horns is Satan. And 
further : since the heads are wearing the crowns, 
the period signified is the centuries before A.D. 
600 ; for by that era the kingly horns had begun to 
bear rule. In this chapter thirteen, in which the 
wild beast that rose from the sea is set forth with 
the same seven heads and ten horns, the crowns 
are on the horns ; showing that the symbol denoted 
the empire after the rise of the ten kingdoms, and 
so siibsequent to A.D. 600. Again: in chapter 
seventeen, the same symbol recurs of the wild 
beast with seven heads and ten horns, itself of a 
scarlet color, and bearing as a rider a woman ar- 
rayed in purple and scarlet. In each instance, the 

14* 
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variation of the symbol is in order to introduce 
some new characteristic. 

The fact that the wild beast rose out of the sea 
(chap. xiii. 1) indicates its origin as being from the 
conflicts of the nations. (So did the four'beasts seen 
by Daniel come up out of the sea.) The crowns on 
the heads mark the period intended by the symbol 
as previous to A.D. 600 ; and the name of blas- 
pliemy on the heads shows that the spirit of the 
wild beast is that of the dragon. 

Ver. 2 : " And the beast which I saw was like 
unto a leopard ; and his feet were as the feet of a 
bear, and his mouth as the mouth of a lion : and 
the dragon gave him his power, and his seat, and 
great authority." This monster had the marks of 
the first, the second, and the third wild beasts seen 
by Daniel, and, by these, is skilfully connected 
witli the three ancient empires which the Roman 
Empire, the fourth, absorbed. In this way, the 
compound monster is showed to be the symbol of 
the last and greatest secular dominion ; viz., that of 
the Roman Empire. The " power '* of the wild 
beast, or empire, came from the Dragon, or Satan, 
who elsewhere is called the "god of this world" 
(2 Cor. iv. 4). Tlie seat, or throne, of the Dragon 
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was tlie central place of the evil influence, the capital 
of the empire. The authority given by the Dragon 
was manifest by the conquest of the enormous ter- 
ritory which was ruled by Rome. (See Matt. iv. 

8, 9.) 

Ver. 3 : " And I saw one of his heads as it were 

wounded to death ; and his deadly wound was 
healed : and all the world wondered after the 
beast." It appears from the interpretation of the 
angel recorded in chap, xvii., that the seven heads 
were seven kings. Of these, five had fallen, one 
was existing in St. John's time, and one was to 
come. But these heads did not symbolize kings 
or rulers in the common acceptation of the word. 
They were form% of rule under which the Roman 
State had existed in different periods. The well- 
known heathen historian Tacitus (A.D. 100) 
enumerates these forms of rule, at the opening of 
his work, as follows : 1, Kings ; 2, Consuls ; 3, Dic- 
tators ; 4, Decemvirs ; 5, Military Tribunes. Fol- 
lowing these was the Triumvirate, the sixth form. 
Augustus CaBsar revived the first form, making him- 
self sole ruler, or king, of the empire, under the title 
of prince. His successors were ruling during the 
life of St. John. The line of rulers of the Roman 



164 PROPHECY AND HISTORY. 

dominion, after Augustus, received various titles, 
each applied, however, to one sole supreme monarch, 
or Idng. It is worthy of note, that Julian, in the 
third century, addressed the reigning emperor 
simply as king. A review of the history of the 
Roman State will show, that, including the form of 
government existing when the Revelation was 
written, six of the heads, in succession and inter- 
changeably, had ruled the fortunes of the Roman 
World. It was also declared by the angel, in the 
seventeenth chapter, that, when the Imt head 
should rise, his duration would be short. One of 
these heads (which one is left indeterminate) 
seemed to be wounded to death. Elsewhere, in 
the fourteenth verse, it is said that the beast had a 
wound by a sword, and did live. The wound 
seemed mortal ; but the injured head revived. It 
is further declared, that all the world went after 
the (wild) beast ; or, " surveyed him with admira- 
tion, and went after him." 

Ver. 4: "And they worshipped the dragon 
which gave power unto the beast ; and they wor- 
shipped the beast, saying. Who is like unto the 
beast ? Who is able to make war with him ? " 
The worship of the Dragon, or Satan, and of the 
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wild beast, or secular power, may be explained by 
that subserviency of the most of mankind to the 
idea that " might makes right," — a doctrine the 
reverse of the law of Christ, of whom the Dragon 
is the adversary. And, beyond this, it .may de- 
note a special subserviency to the wild beast, after 
the healing of the deadly wound. 

Ver. 5 : " And there was siven unto him a 
mouth speaking great things and blasphemies ; and 
power was given unto him to continue " (Greek, 
power to make war) " forty and two months." 
Since it is acknowledged by commentators that 
this wild beast is identical with that seen by 
Daniel, which had ten horns, and also had a 
little horn, to which belonged eyes, and a mouth 
speaking great things ; and as the ten horns are 
identical, — the mouth of the beast, seen by St. 
John must be identical with the " little horn." In 
Daniel, this little horn is said to make war upon 
the saints, and to overcome them. "In St. John, 
the wild beast is said to do the same, — to make 
war upon the saints. In the prophet Daniel, the 
earthly power that excites the war is more dis- 
tinctly stated ; that it is the ecclesiastical horn : in 
St. John, the active though secret agent is more 
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distinctly mentioned; that this is the Devil. The 
vision again repeats the mystic period, forty and 
two months (42 X 30 = 1260) = a time, times, 
and an half (360 H- 360 X 2 -|- 180 = 1260), in 
connection with this war upon the saints. 

Vers. 6-10 : " And he (the wild beast) opened 
his mouth in blasphemy against God, to blaspheme 
his name and his tabernacle, and them that dwell 
in heaven. And it was given unto him to make 
war with the saints, and to overcome them ; and 
power was given him over all kindreds and 
tongues and nations. And all that dwell upon the 
earth shall worship him, whose names are not 
written in the book of life of the Lamb slain from 
the foundation of the world. If any man have an 
ear, let him hear. He that leadeth into captivity 
shall go into captivity : he that killeth with the 
sword must be killed with the sword. Here is the 
patience and the faith of the saints." The work of 
the wild beast during the forty-two months is indi- 
cated in terms not to be mistaken, — blasphemy, 
war, tyranny, destruction. At the same time, his 
own fate is plainly hinted at : he will be led into 
captivity, and finally slain with the sword. 

It will be useful to compare the symbol in this 
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thirteenth chapter (1-11) with the interpretation 
of the same symbol when repeated in chapter 
seventeen. Passing over, therefore, at the present, 
the vision of the woman, regard the interpretation 
of the wild beast. 

Chap. xvii. 7-14 : " And the angel said unto 
me. Wherefore didst thou marvel ? I will tell thee 
the mystery ... of the beast . . . which hath 
the seven heads and ten horns. The beast that 
thou sawest was, and is not ; and shall ascend out 
of the bottomless pit, and go into perdition : and 
they that dwell on the earth shall wonder, whose 
names were not written in the book of life from 
the foundation of the world, when they behold the 
beast that was, and is not, and yet is." (Greek, 
" and yet shall be.") ''And here is the mind which 
hath wisdom. The seven heads are seven moun- 
tains. . . . And there are " (Greek, they are) " seven 
kings : five are fallen, and one is, and the other is not 
yet come ; and, when he cometh, he must continue 
a short space. And " (Greek, " as to ") " the beast 
that was, and is not, even he " (i.e., the other king) 
" is the eighth, and is of the seven, and goeth into per- 
dition. And the ten horns which thou sawest are 
ten kings, which have received no kingdom as yet ; 
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but receive power as kings one hour with the beast." 
(Greek, " seize power as kings during one period 
jointly with the wild beast." ) " These have one 
mind, and shall give their power and strength unto 
the beast. These shall make war with the Lamb, 
and the Lamb shall overcome them ; for he is Lord 
of lords, and King of kings ; and they that are 
with him are called and chosen and faithful." 
The interpretation by the angel plainly sets forth 
that there are three periods in the political duration 
of the wild beast, or Roman Empire, — his existence, 
his non-existence, and his re-existence. This is reit- 
erated in the same breath, as it were, as if to im- 
press the marvel upon the mind. From these pe- 
culiar phrases it is to be understood that the exist- 
ence of the empire as a polity, or state, would 
continue while it might have a reigning head. 
Equally, that for a season the political life of the 
empire would fall into a state of non-existence, or 
death, by the cessation of the supreme power of a 
reigning head ; and, further still, that the empire 
would " ascend " to political life by the revival of the 
supreme power. At the close of these changes, the 
empire would become extinct ; and this would take 
place under the last head, which, having risen to 
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life politically by ascending out of the bottomless pit, 
would go into perdition. 

The ten kings, or kingdoms, have already been 
enumerated (see p. 33). They were the sove- 
reignties founded by the Gothic invaders of Europe 
and Northern Africa, who seized portions of the Ro- 
man territory, and dominated over it, while the 
emperors of the East continued to be " kings of the 
Romans," — thus the ten horns, or kingdoms, ruled, 
in conjunction with the wild beast, or Empire, dur- 
ing one period. The heads, or polities, have also 
been enumerated, as many as six in number ; and of 
these one (not the sixth, but the first) was existing in 
the time of St. John. Augustus Caesar, about 80 
B.C., revived the monarchy of the Roman State ; 
and his successors ruled at Rome exclusively until 
the fourth century. Then Constantino built his 
city on the Bosphorus, and called it Constantinople, 
or New Rome. Thenceforward the sovereignty of 
the State was held by two or more princes in com- 
mon ; and the administration was divided for con- 
venience. Finally the line of Western Caesars at 
Old Rome fell in the fifth century, and remained 
extinct until Charles the Great revived the succes- 
sion by being crowned King of the Romans at 

• 15 
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Rome, Christmas Day, A.D. 800. In the East, the 
kings of the Romans reigned continuously until 
A.D. 1453, when the succession was extinguished 
by the taking of Constantinople by the Turks, and 
the erection of the Ottoman Empire in Europe. 
The line of Western Caesars, revived by Charles 
the Great, continued until this nineteenth century. 
One of the princes of Europe was Emperor 
of the Holy Roman Empire, and King of the 
Romans, whatever convulsions meanwhile af- 
fected the kingdoms of Europe. The last 
monarch of this succession — the Archduke of 
Austria — abdicated his position as head of the 
Roman World on the 7th of August, A.D. 1806, 
and, in the act of abdication, released all who owed 
him allegiance. This end of the long line of 
Caesars was caused by the formation of a new 
feudal empire, termed the Confederation of the 
Rhine, of which the head was the new dignity of 
Emperor of the French, established but a Uttle 
before by the great conqueror. Napoleon I. The 
line of rulers which began with Augustus Caesar 
then ceased ; and, in their stead, a soldier of fortune, 
with a new and peculiar title, ruled the countries 
which had owned the sway of the Roman Senate 
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and people. The new French Empire founded by 
Napoleon had two capitals, — Paris and Rome ; and 
the son of Napoleon and Maria Louisa was exhib- 
ited to the attendant courtiers at his birth as the 
" King of Rome." These facts show the evident 
intention of Napoleon I., that his newly-founded 
dignity should take the place in the Roman World 
of the ancient dignity just extinguished. Under 
this new impulse, the French people, in the early 
part of this century, imitated the dress of the old 
Romans, and some of their legal and military 
manners and customs. 

This French Emperorship, which had its rise 
in that kingdom of the ten which, by sole survivor- 
ship, was, in truth, the heir of the Roman Empire, is 
believed by many to have been the seventh and 
last head of the Roman wild-beast empire. This 
head the interpreting angel declared would continue 
a short space. In fact, ten years was the limit of 
the existence of this last head ; and it received a 
deadly wound with the sword, at the battle of 
Waterloo, A.D. 1815. 

This interpretation, in accordance with which 
the Emperorship of the French is believed to be 
the seventh and last " head " of the wild beast or 
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Roman Empire, was originated by the learned and 
acute expositor, Rev. George Stanley Faber, of 
the Church of England, who deceased in 1853, 
aft«r a life measuring three^uarters of a century. 
A reader familiar with his great work, '' The Sacred 
Calendar of Prophecy," as well as with the writings 
of Bishop Newton and Dr. Mede, will perceive 
what obligations the expositor of the present day 
is under to those who have explored the field be- 
fore him. Nevertheless, the progress of events 
has thrown light on some matters that were very 
obscure a generation ago. 

The learned writer just mentioned did not 
only interpret the seventh "head" of the wild- 
beast Empire as the French Emperorship, but 
also ventured another interpretation of the accom- 
panying symbols, in which interpretation he anti- 
cipated events. The actual fulfilment of his 
anticipations by the subsequent events of history 
not only shows that his mind was enlightened from 
above, but also is a demonstration of the truth of 
the whole scheme of prophetic interpretation as 
usually received. 

This interpreter, in 1818, 1824, 1842, and 
1846, in consequence of believing his own inter- 
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pretation of the French Emperorship as the seventh 
*' head," or form of rule, of the Roman Empire 
to be correct, also interpreted two other sym- 
bols in connection with the utterances of the 
angel. His anticipations were logical inferences 
from his first interpretation. If the French Em- 
perorship were the seventh head, or manner of 
rule of the Roman Empire, inasmuch as after the 
cessation of that dignity by the fall of Napoleon 
I., absolutely no prince or sovereign in Europe 
exercised any nominal or real supremacy over the 
countries which had belonged to the empire, — 
that is, inasmuch as there was no " head," — 
Faber concluded that the period (of peace) after 
the battle of Waterloo was the time when the 
wild beast "was not," — the period of his pre- 
dicted non-existence. And further: Faber an- 
ticipated as the just interpretation of the proph- 
ecy, if the French Emperorship were the 
seventh "head," and the time (of peace) after 
the fall of Napoleon I. the time of the non- 
existence of the " beast," that the seventh head^ or 
French Emperorship, would be revived. For the 
prophet, St. John, saw that the " deadly wound 
was healed^^ (Rev. xiii. 3)* The angel declared 

16* 
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" the beast was, and is not, and shall be " (Rev. 
xvii. 8). And further: that as to the beast that 
was, and is not, also he (the seventh head) is an 
eighth^ and is of the seven (Rev. xvii. 11). How 
could he be of the seven, and yet an eighth, ex- 
cept the stricken seventh should be restored? 
These considerations led Faber to publish, in 1818, 
the following anticipation : " The predicted yet 

FUTURE EIGHTH FORM OF RoMAN GOVERNMENT 
WILL BE THE REVIVED FrENCH EMPERORSHIP." 

Sup'mt, vol. 3, Diss. Proph. Rivingtons, 1818. 
Also in " The Sacred Calendar of Prophecy " (vol. 
iii. p. 131), the same author writes, " If the seventh 
Head be the Francic Emperorship^ it cannot but 
follow^ from the very terms of the prophecy^ thaty in 
the person of some or other successful adventurer ^ 
the Francic Emperorship will be revived^ while the 
reanimated wild beast is emerging from the agitated 
abyss of some tremendous political revolution,^* 

It is necessary only to remind the reader, that 
after a peace in Europe that lasted a generation, 
and during which amazing progress was made in 
material improvements, and the ravages of centu- 
ries in a manner were repaired, and while some 
began to imagine that nations would not go to war 
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any more, by reason of the waste of life and prop- 
erty, suddenly, without any premonition, the revo- 
lution of 1848 broke out in Paris. Then Louis 
Napoleon (once named by Napoleon I. as the heir 
of his throne) went from his place of exile in 
England, and, by the power of his uncle's name, 
became, in succession, representative and president, 
and at length, on the 2d of December, 1852, was 
proclaimed Emperor. He studiously gave the im- 
pression that his rule was but the continuation of 
the first French Empire ; and he obliterated as much 
as possible memorials of the interregnum. Under 
the Bourbon family, France had grown rich by 
the repose of peace ; but her influence was not pre- 
dominant. Hardly, however, had the Empire 
been revived, when France began to exercise a 
paramount influence in Europe. England, for 
centuries her "natural foe," became her ready 
ally, and seconded the plans of the Emperor. It 
is notorious, that, during the twenty years before 
1871, peace within the limits of Europe seemed to 
depend on the word of one man, — the Emperor of 
the French. He virtually wielded the power of the 
Roman world. The true reason of this surprising 
predominance of Napoleon III. in European poli- 
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tics is to be discerned in the fact that his position 
was the revived seventh head of the Roman Empire. 
Europe owes to his power some of the greatest and 
most beneficial changes that have taken place for 
ages. He was the real founder of the Kingdom of 
Italy, almost certainly without intending it, and 
thereby the virtual destroyer of the temporal 
power of the Pope; for the Papal dignity itself 
must fall before a united Italy, which country, di- 
vided, has been a scene of political turmoil and con- 
fusion for fourteen hundred years, — ever since 
Rome ceased to be the capital. What is to be the 
end of the empire we know assuredly : " it is to go 
into perditionJ^ Very likely the recent military 
catastrophes make the beginning of this end ; but 
other prophecies seem to assure us, that some bitter 
experiences must be passed through before the sea- 
son of lasting peace and quietness shall commence. 



XI 

THE VISION OF THE TWO-HORNED WILD BEAST 

OF THE EARTH. 

IN the thirteenth chapter of the Revelation, the 
wild beast with two horns is intimately con- 
nected with the wild beast having seven heads 
and ten horns ; yet it is best to regard each sym- 
bol by itself, because in chapter seventeen the 
angel gives the interpretation of the latter, but 
leaves that of the other to be sought. A compar- 
ison, however, of the two chapters has led to the 
general belief that the two-homed wild beast sym- 
bolizes the same power as the harlot rider on the 
scarlet- colored wild beast, which symbolic harlot 
the angel interprets. 

Chap. xiii. ver* 11 : " And I beheld another 
beast coming up out of the earth ; and he had two 
horns like a lamb, and he spake as a dragon." 
This beast is called a wild beast in the original ; 
that is, a beast of prey, the symbol of a secular 
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power. However, unlike the secular powers 
heretofore symbolized, its origin was not from the 
sea, that is, from the turmoil and contention of the 
nations, but from the earth, out of which it rose 
quietly, as originating during a season of compar- 
ative peace. Furthermore, it did not appear to be 
a wUd beast, for it had some marks of the most 
pacific of creatures ; viz., the two horns of a lamb. 
Thus the spectator might be deceived until the 
wild beast had opened his mouth, when was heard 
the voice of a dragon ! This wild beast, there- 
fore, symbolized a power which was secular ^ and 
not only so, but directed by Satan, yet which had, 
in some respects, the look of an opposite sort of 
power ; viz., one peaceful and ecclesiastical. This 
can be none other than the ecclesiastical empire of 
the Papacy, which was founded A.D. 606, and 
which is loosely and indefinitely called, in pop- 
ular language, "the Roman Catholic Church." 
(There is a '* Roman Church," viz., the church in 
the city of Rome, which those of -the Roman obe- 
dience " recognize as the mother ( I ) and mis- 
tress (I!) of all other churches" (see Bull Pius 
IV. Can. and Dec. Con. Trent.) ; but this is the 
church of a single city : and the distinction should 
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be made between the " mistress," and those na- 
tional churches over whom this mistress has lorded 
it by means of forged decretals and such like. A 
due distinction should be made between the 
** saints," or Christians, and the "little horn" 
which has been the tyrant over them, — Dan. vii. 
21, 25.) — This second wild beast of chapter 
thirteen is the ecclesiastical empire of which Rome 
has been the centre, — an empire which rose, cul- 
minated, and now seems hastening to its downfall. 

Ver. 12 : " And he exerciseth all the power of 

the first beast before him, and causeth the earth 

and them which dwell therein to worship the first 

beast, whose deadly wound was healed." The 

power of the first beast, exercised by the second 

before him, means that power exercised in his 

presence ; literally — before his fece. Not any fact 

in history is more notorious than the ecclesiastical 

power of the city of Rome, exercised over the 

same persons, among the same nations, and at the 

same time, as the secular power ; by which secular 

power is meant both the power of the ten horns, 

or Gothic kingdoms, and the power of the living 

head of the first wild beast, i.e., of the Emperor 

or King of the Romans. Not a little of mediaeval 
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history consists of the dissensions between the Im- 
perial and ecclesiastical powers, and the incidents 
of the struggles of each for complete dominion. 
As for the princes of Europe, they helped some- 
times the one, sometimes the other. Whatever 
the evils from dissensions between " the altar and 
the throne," during the rule of an ecclesiastical 
power which has sought to control both, it is yet 
certain that the power of Rome has served as a 
bond to keep Europe together during the provi- 
dential period of its innumerable strifes and con- 
tentions. The Divine Providence has caused the 
wrath of man to praise him in the midst of these 
evils, as well as in many others that have befallen 
the world, and out of the evil has educed some- 
what of good. Thus there has been preserved a 
%ort of political unity by means of the enforced 
ecclesiastical unity, and, in a manner, the ecclesias- 
tical has upheld the civil power. 

Ver. 13 : " And he doeth great wonders, so 
that he maketh fire come down from heaven on 
the earth in the sight of men, and deceiveth them 
that dwell on the earth by the means of those mir- 
acles which he had power to do in the sight of the 
beast." This fire is understood to mean the ex- 
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comtnaiiications and such like anathemas, which, 
from time to time, have fallen on the nations from 
the ecclesiastical heavens. The deceit which 
marks the second wild beast seems to have been 
exemplified, and continues to be, in the pretended 
miracles, weeping pictures, holy coats, and healing 
relics, of so-called " saints," &c. These have 
thoroughly deceived the people of Europe, in an 
amazing manner, for more than twelve centuries. 

Ver. 14 : " Saying to them that dwell on the 
earth, that they should make an image to the beast, 
which had the wound by a sword, and did live. 
And he had power to give life unto the image of 
the beast, that the image of the beast should both 
speak, and cause that as many as would not wor- 
ship the image of the beast should be killed." One 
modern expositor decides that the making an image 
to the beast means the introduction of image- 
worship into the Christian Church ; but images 
never have received life, nor caused their opponents 
to be slain. Bishop Newton's interpretation is rea- 
sonable and preferable, — that the image made for 
the secular wild beast to worship (and so to obey) is 
the Papal dignity or office. The cardinals, who are 
the priests and deacons of the clmrches in the 

16 
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city of Rome, elect the Pope. They consecrate 
hira after the election, not as bishop, but as pope; 
then they offer him to the nations of Europe as 
the object of their veneration. And for ages these 
nations have acknowledged the Pope as the " Vicar 
of Jesus Christ," the " Holy Father ;" and now 
they are called on to confess that he is " infallible." 
Meanwhile these nations have sustained him in his 
position, and even have taken up arms in his be- 
half. Thus the second or ecclesiastical wild-beast 
empire has given life unto the image of the first or 
secular empire ; that is, it has given life to the Pope 
a% Pope (who is the image of a Caesar), for his power 
is distinct from the power of Rome ecclesiastical ; 
because, when a pope dies, the power remains in 
the ecclesiastical system, and that gives life to a new 
pope. This image has been made to speak, and to 
utter blaspliemies ; and this image has caused those 
who have opposed its unrighteous fulminations to 
be killed. There seems to be some hidden mean- 
ing in the use of the two distinct phrases, " image 
to tlie beast," and " image of the beast " (or sec- 
ular empire). Perhaps this secret meaning is ex- 
pressed in the noteworthy phrase of Hobbes of 
Malmesbury : " If a man consider the original of 
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this great ecclesiastical dominion, he will easily per 
ceive that the Papacy is no other than the ghost 
of the deceased Roman Empire^ sitting crowned 
upon the grave thereof; for so did the Papacy start 
up of a sudden out of the ruins of that heathen 
power" (Works, vol. iii. pt. iv. 47). There 
seems to be a hidden meaning in the use of the two 
phrases, — an allusion to the resemblance between 
the power of the Pope in Rome and the power of 
the ancient CaBsars in Rome ; and, of the two, it 
is likely that the ecclesiastical power has been the 
greater in far-reaching influence. Anciently one 
said of a CaBsar, " Who dare argue with the com- 
mander of thirty legions! '* But the legions of 
Rome ecclesiastical have had a power (different 
indeed, but) even greater than that of the thirty 
legions of Rome secular. 

Vers. 16, 17 : " And he causetli all, both small 
and great, rich and poor, free and bond, to receive 
a mark in their right hand or in their foreheads ; 
and that no man might buy or sell, save he that 
had the mark [or] the name of the beast, or the 
number of his name." The reader of history is 
aware, that, for many ages, the unfortunates who 
fell under the displeasure of Rome found nowhere a 
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home or a refuge. As, in ancient times, the Empire 
was one vast prison to him wlio fell under the dis- 
pleasure of the Emperor, so, under the spiritual 
rule which succeeded that of the Caesars, it has 
been the same. On the other hand, allegiance to 
Rome, " reverence for the Apostolic see," — these 
have been the unvarying conditions annexed to 
the support wliich the Papacy has well known 
how to give by means of its innumerable vassals. 

Ver. 18 : " Here is wisdom. Let him that hath 
understanding count the number of the beast : 
for it is the number of a man ; and his number is 
six hundred threescore and six." The " mark of the 
beast " is the same as the " name of the beast." The 
number of his name is the arithmetical sum which 
results from using the letters as numerals. 

In the opinion of many, this number has been 
found in the word, "Latinus " (Latin, or Latin-man), 
when spelled and numerated in the Greek man- 
ner ; thus, L. 30 + a. 1 + t. 300 -f- e. 5 + i. 10 + 
n. 50 + 0. 70 -f- s. 200=666. The Rev. G. S. Faber 
preferred the word "Apostate," as the mark or cha- 
racteristic of the secular beast. By this he under- 
stood a name which indicated a falling-away from 
the worship of God to the adoration of departed 
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men, and of their images, . . . that anciently the 
ancestors of the Romans did not use images, but 
that afterwards, and ever since they commenced 
the innovation, the population of the Latin Empire 
have been open to the charge of Apostasy; i.e., 
idolatry. This is a sin which can be charged upon 
Papal Rome, as well as upon Pagan Rome. The 
word "Apostate," written in Greek uncial characters 
AIIOCTATHC, and numerated by the modern 
method, thus, a. 1, p. 80, o. 70, st (contracted 
into the sti which is also the sign for) 6, a. .1, t. 
300, e. 8. s. 200 = 666. 

In connection with the interpretation of the 
symbol of the wild beast that rose out of the 
earth, that is, the ecclesiastical empire, which held 
so peculiar a relation to the first wild beast, there 
is naturally associated the interpretation of the 
harlot rider on the scarlet-colored wild beast, 
which had seven heads and ten horns ; in chapter 
eighteen. This scarlet-colored beast is plainly 
identical with the wild-beast empire of Rome, sym- 
bolized so many times in the prophecies. But the 
wild beast himself was less remarkable than his ri- 
der, — a. symbol equivalent, in some respects, to the 
second wild beast of chapter thirteen. Chap. xvii. 
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1 : " And there came one of the seven angels 
which had the seven vials, and talked with me, 
saying unto me, Come hither: I will show unto 
thee the judgment of the great whore that sitteth 
upon many waters ; with whom the kings of the 
earth have committed fornication, and the inhab- 
itants of the earth have been made drunk with 
the wine of her fornication. So he carried me 
away in the spirit into the wilderness; and I saw 
a woman sit upon a scarlet-colored beast, full of 
names of blasphemy, haying seven heads and ten 
horns. And the woman was arrayed in purple 
and scarlet color, and decked with gold and pre- 
cious stones, and pearls, having a golden cup in 
her hand full of abominations and filthiness of her 
fornication ; and upon her forehead was a name 
written, mystery, Babylon the great, the 

MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE 

EARTH. And I saw the woman drunken with 
the blood of the saints, and with the blood of 
the martyrs of Jesus ; and when I saw her I won- 
dei'ed with great admiration. And the angel said 
unto me. Wherefore didst thou marvel? I will 
tell thee the mystery of the woman." . . . Ver. 9 : 
*' And here is the mind which hath wisdom. The 
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deven heads are seven mountains, on which the wo- 
man si tteth." . . . Ver. 15: "And he saith unto 
me, The waters which thou sawest, where the whore 
sitteth, are peoples, and muhitudes, and nations, 
and tongues. And the ten horns which thou sawest 
upon the beast, these shall hate the whore, and 
shall make her desolate and naked, and shall eat 
her flesh, and burn her with fire. For God hath 
put into their hearts to fulfil his will, and to agree, 
and give their kingdom unto the beast, until the 
words of God shall be fulfilled. And the woman 
which thou sawest is that great city, which reign- 
eth over the kings of the earth." The great 
whore, who is mystic Babylon (the antitype of 
the power that anciently led God's chosen people 
captive), dominating over the secular wild beast, 
which is signified by riding him ; rendering the 
kings of the Roman earth subservient to her will, 
deluding the nations with her spiritual errors, and 
drunk with the blood of the saints, — said the angel, 
*' This is that great city which reigneth over the 
kings of the earth." For more than eighteen cen- 
turies, Rome has been the centre of a power which 
has controlled the civilized worM. The enormous 
territory over which her influence has extended is 
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denoted by the body of the wild beast ; and the 
nature of her Imperial dominion is signified by his 
color, appropriated to kings. While the Caesars 
ruled, Rome sat as a queen, numbering her popu- 
lation by millions, and beautified with all the 
treasures of the ancient world. At length Rome 
sank into ruin by the competition of the capital of 
Constantine (New Rome), by invasion, by plunder, 
by neglect. But she rose as from her ashes. A 
new power, which had come up gradually in the 
centuries after Constantine, displayed itself, and 
possessed Rome as its seat. When the Papacy 
manifested itself, there was no power to oppose, 
neither emperor, nor king, nor prince. Without 
a military force, without any of the usual means 
of conquest, Rome yet sent forth an influence 
which made all submissive, — prince and peasant, 
fierce barbarian and civilized Roman citizen. A 
new era, indeed, had arrived. The empire was in 
fragments ; but Rome remained, and the fragments 
presently revolved about the central power. In 
many points, the influence of Christian Rome pa- 
palized has been against Christianity, as was that 
of Rome Pagan. Papal Rome has always preached 
a pei*verted gospel ; and yet, by the Divine Mercy, 
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the art of the Deceiver has not been allowed to 
pervert Christianity in Europe to such an extent 
that all truth has been lost. It is with the col- 
lective Church of Europe as it was with holy Job : 
the hand of Satan has been sorely afflicting her, 
but he has been forbidden to put his hand upon 
her life. And, in the near future, we justly be- 
lieve, this permission to the adversary to pervert 
the good will cease, and, like Job also, the latter 
end will be blessed more than the beginning. 

But it is predicted that the City itself, the seat 
of the evil, will be visited with a judgment, and, 
in the effects of this judgment, all must share, in 
some degree, who are affiliated with Rome. The 
agents of this judgment are to be the very powers 
which, during the season of permitted evil, have 
upheld the mystic Babylon. These are to " eat her 
flesh and burn her with fire." - '* To eat her flesh " 
is justly interpreted to mean the " secularization 
of the Church property," held by monasteries and 
associations, ranch of which it seems certain has 
been obtained by " false pretences," under the ex- 
pectation that the giver would receive a spiritual 
benefit. The work of stripping the Roman com- 
munion of this property was begun in England, 
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was repeated in France in 1793, and, more recently, 

has been imitated in Spain and in Italy. Thus, 

over much of Europe, the State has resumed control 

of wealth which indirectly contributed to the 

aggmndizement of Rome. Before the Reformation, 

a tax on the houses of England carried vast sums 

to Rome, called Peter's pence. That city has ever 

cried, " Give, give I " — The predicted burning with 

fire cannot but mean the total destruction of the 

ecclesiastical influence of Rome, How this will be 

done is among the secret things of God ; but the 

authors of the destruction will be the horns of the 

wild beast, i.e., the kingdoms of Europe. The 

destruction will be entire, and without retrieve ; for 

it is symbolized by a destruction hy fire. We 

may reasonably expect that the Almighty will work 

by " second causes,'' or human agencies ; and yet 

there can be no doubt that the end of the whole 

system which has had Rome for its centre will be 

absolute and irreparable destruction. There is also 

much in the Revelation to give the impression that 

the seven-hilled city itself is destined to be utterly 

destroyed in the coming conflict. 



XII. 

THE VISION OF THE LAMB AND THAT OF THE 

THREE ANGELS. 

('^HAP. xiv. 1: ''And I looked, and, lo! a 
J Lamb stood on the Mount Sion, and with 
him an hundred forty and four thousand, having his 
Father's name written in their foreheads." As if to 
comfort the Prophet, who had been viewing only 
evils upon evils, there is given to him again a vision 
of the faithful worshippers, who are marked with 
the name of God, just as the adherents of evil 
are marked with the name or the number of the 
wild beast. As a symbol opposite to that of the 
two-horned wild beast, which rose out of the earth, 
a Lamb stood on the Mount Sion, truly a lamb, and 
not, like his counterfeit the beast of prey, having only 
the horns of a lamb. With him were his followers, 
the mystic 144,000, who have not yielded to the 
tyranny which has caused the dwellers on the earth 
(or Roman Empire) to worship the secular wild 
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beast and his image. Tliis is the same symbol as 
that after the sixth seal, the sealed of mystic Israel, 
who would keep the faith amid the coming corrup- 
tions. It also means the same as the measured 
worshippers who would be in the innermost court 
of the Temple (chap. xi. 1) while the outer area 
was trodden down of the Gentiles. Therefore the 
recurrence of this vision recalls the era after Con- 
stantino A.D. 324, to A.D. 606, together with the 
season of the mystic twelve hundred and sixty 
days which have followed. It declares, that under 
all the vicissitudes of fifteen centuries^ and up to 
the time of the completion of the Divine Judgments^ 
a remnant of faithful Christians has remained 
intact. 

Ver. 2: And I heard a voice from heaven, 
as the voice of many waters, and as the voice 
of a great thunder; and I heard the voice of 
harpers harping with their harps ; and they sung 
as it were a new song before the throne and before 
the four beasts, and the elders ; and no man could 
learn that song but the hundred and forty and four 
thousand, which were redeemed from the earth. 
These are they which were not defiled with women, 
for they are virgins. These are they which follow 
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the Lamb whithersoever he goeth. These were 
redeemed from among men, being the first-fruits 
unto God and to the Lamb. And in their mouth 
was found no guile ; for they are without fault 
before the throne of God." The " song " which the 
faithful sang was new, and impossible to be learned, 
only to those multitudes who were "led away by 
the error of the wicked." The song itself is re- 
corded chap. vii. 9-12. These followers of the 
Lamb are called virgins, because they were free 
from the spiritual error of idolatry which the 
ancient prophets so often described as fornication 
and adultery. They follow the Lamb as believing 
his true doctrines, and exhibiting true obedience, 
even to martyrdom. " They are without fault," as 
*^ being justified freely by the grace of God through 
the redemption which is in Christ Jesus" (Rom. iii. 
24). 

Ver. 6 : "And I saw another angel fly in the midst 
of heaven, having the everlasting gospel to preach 
unto them that dwell on the earth, and to every 
nation and kindred and tongue and people, saying 
with a loud voice. Fear God, and give glory to him ; 
for the hour of his judgment is come : and worship 
him that made heaven and earth, and the sea, and 

17 
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the fountains of waters." This proclamation of the 
gospel appears to be the same as that made upon 
the sounding of the seventh and last trumpet, and 
therefore is to be placed at the same date. When 
proclaimed, it ushered in the third and last woe, — a 
time of judgment upon God's enemies ; but equally 
it announced the season of triumph to his servants. 
This symbol, then, must bear the date A.D. 
1789. 

Ver. 8 : "And there followed another angel, say- 
ing, Babylon is fallen, is fallen, that great city, 
because she made all nations drink of the wine of 
the wrath of her fornication." The proclamation 
of the second angel must refer to an event that is 
yet in the future, though it seems near at hand. 
The "temporal power" has ceased (December, 
1870), and the usurped spiritual power cannot long 
survive. The downfall spoken of by the angel 
is predicted, chap. xvii. 16 (see p. 187), and also 
fully set forth, chap, xviii. 1-24. 

Ver. 9 : "And the third angel followed them, 
saying with a loud voice. If any man worship the 
beast and his image, and receive his mark in his 
forehead, or in his hand, the same shall drink of the 
wine of the wrath of God, which is poured out 
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without mixture into the cup of his indignation ; 
and he shall be tormented with fire and brimstone 
in the presence of the holy angels, and in the pres- 
ence of the Lamb ; and the smoke of their 
torment ascendeth up for ever and ever ; and they 
have no rest day nor night, who worship the beast 
and his image, and whosoever receiveth the mark 
of his name. Here is the patience of the saints 
[here are they] that keep the commandments of 
God, and the faith of Jesus." The phrases of this 
concluding passage seem to link the threats of this 
third angel with chap. xiii. ver. 10., which verse 
suggests the destruction of the Roman wild beast 
by the same means as he had used for conquest ; 
tliat is, by the sword. 

Ver. 13 : "And I heard a voice from heaven say- 
ing unto me. Write, Blessed are the dead which die 
in the Lord from henceforth : yea, saith the Spirit, 
that they may rest from their labors ; and their 
works do follow them." The words " dead " and 
" die " are probably used in the sense often em- 
ployed by St. Paul to signify the condition of 
Christians who are "dead to sin," "dead with 
Christ." Thus the sense will be, " Blessed are 
professed Christians henceforth." The response 
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declared to be made by the Spirit giyes the reason 
of the blessedness. ^^Tea" (blessed are the 
saints} *'*' because they rest firom their labors 
(or persecutions}, *'and their works do follow 
(with} *^ them." The sense seems to be, that, in 
the period of blessedness which will follow the 
overthrow of Rome and its &lse system, the ser- 
vants of Christ will dwell in peace, free from un- 
ceasing labors (xottoc) or persecutions; and that 
they will accomplish their works (hitherto thwarted 
by the schemes of Satan} in setting forward the 
kingdom of God. 



XIII. 

THE HARVEST AND THE VINTAGE. 

AGAIN and again, as is the manner of the 
prophetic writings, the judgments and deal- 
ings of God are set forth by various symbols to 
show the Divine pui'poses from different points of 
view. In the thirteenth chapter, tenth verse, is a 
hint at the destruction of the Roman secular em- 
pire by military violence : " He that killeth with 
the sword must be killed with the sword." In 
chap. xvii. 16, 17, the ruling centre of that Ro- 
man Empire, Rome itself, is doomed to destruction ; 
and the very agents of the catastrophe are desig- 
nated : " The ten horns . . . shall . . . burn her with 
fire.'' So in the Vision of the Harvest and the 
Vintage, the same overthrow of the Roman power 
seems to be symbolized : by the former symbol, 
the overthrow of the secular power ; by the latter, 
that of the power ecclesiastical. Without much 
doubt, also, these visions are intended especially 

17* 
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to signify that unseen agencies are the authors of 
the final catastrophe which closes the prophetic 
scheme of Revelation. 

Chap. xiv. vers. 14-20 : " And I looked, and, be- 
hold, a white cloud ; and upon the cloud one sat like 
unto the Sou of man, having on his head a golden 
crown, and in his hand a sharp sickle. And an- 
other angel came out of the temple, crying with a 
loud voice to him that sat on the cloud, Thrust in 
thy sickle, and reap : for the time is come for thee 
to reap ; for the harvest of the earth is ripe. 
And he that sat on the cloud thrust in his sickle 
on the earth ; and the earth was reaped. And 
another angel came out of the temple which is 
in heaven, he also having a sharp sickle. And 
another angel came out from the altar, which had 
power over fire, and cried with a loud cry to him 
that had the sharp sickle, saying, Thrust in thy 
sharp sickle, and gather the clusters of the vine of 
the earth ; for her grapes are fully ripe. And 
the angel thrust in his sickle into the earth, and 
gathered the vine of the earth, and cast it into 
the great winepress of the wrath of God. And 
the winepress was trodden without the city ; 
and blood came out of the winepress, even unto 
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the horse-bridles, by the space of a thousand and 
six hundred furlongs." The harvest and the vin- 
tage may justly be placed as contemporaneous 
with the last judgments of the seventh seal, which 
judgments will presently appear (see p. 229) to 
be those that follow the outpouring of the seventh 
vial. In the natural world, the harvest is the con- 
summation of the labors of the year, and the vin- 
tage is the crowning of the harvest. But the 
harvest of the vision is one of vengeance, and the 
vintage one of judgment. The two symbols de- 
note the overthrow of the long-continued opposi- 
tion made by the secular power to the Divine Law 
of love and peace, and equally the downfall of the 
idolatry and heresy foisted on the church by the 
false ecclesiastical power during the ages of super- 
stition. The secular power of the world-empire 
of Rome has been the supporter, for many ages, of 
the corrupt ecclesiastical power. If the former is 
overthrown, the latter must quickly follow. Thus 
the vintage follows the harvest. 

There can be little doubt that the harvest of the 
Roman earth is fully ripe ; that its multitudes have 
said of Christ, " We will not have this man to 
reign over us." And since by the vine is under- 
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stood the Papalized church of the Roman Empire 
(compare Isa. v. 7), as Uttle doubt can remain 
that its usurping head has attained the acme of 
blasphemy by the decree of " infallibility." The 
symbol of the glorified Son of man executing ven- 
geance upon the Roman earth recalls the some- 
what similar symbolism used by the Lord himself 
in predicting the retribution on Jerusalem, and 
which is recorded in Matt. xxiv. The army of 
Titus was indeed the instrument of that judgment ; 
but the power to conquer was from above, as Titus 
himself confessed (Josephus : Wars of the Jews, bk. 
vi. chap. 9). So, no doubt, the sharp sickle will 
be some military power, conquering and overturn- 
ing. So God said of an ancient conqueror who 
inflicted punishment on Israel, " O Assyrian, the 
rod of mine anger I" There is very much rea- 
son to think that the troubles of the year 1870, by 
the " Franco-Prussian War," are the beginnings of 
this " harvest " of the Roman earth. 

It is most likely that the Vintage, or the pun- 
ishment of the perverted ecclesiastical power of 
the Roman world, cannot be far off. There are 
signs even now, which indicate a coming contest 
respectmg the asserted rights of the Papacy ; and 
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the contest may not improbably result in that de- 
struction which is symbolized in chap, xvii, 16 by 
a burning with fire. Whether that destruction, as 
expressed in the prophecy, be symbolic or literal, it 
will be an overthrow; and the overthrow seems to be 
the Vintage of the vision. The most sanguine mem- 
ber of a peace society cannot hope that the fall of 
the Papacy will be free from bloodshed. On the 
contrary, a contest of the most dreadful sort is in- 
dicated by the symbol of the winepress, from 
which, not wine, but bloody will flow over a space 
of 1,600 furlongs. It has been noticed that this is 
the actual length of the part of Italy called, until 
recently, the " States of the Church," and also 
that it is the length of Palestine. If these fur- 
longs are miniature miles^ as the " days " of proph- 
ecy are miniature years^ the distance specified 
might quite as likely and definitely express the di- 
mensions of the ancient Roman Empire in Europe; 
thus indicating its territory as the seat of the 
contest. It is plain that only the event can give 
the actual interpretation ; and evidently the main 
purpose of the prophecy will be subserved if it 
shall be understood at the time of its fulfilment. 




XIY. 

THE SEVEN LAST PLAGUES. 

IT seems certain that the seven last plagues are 
included under the seventh trumpet, and fill 
up the season of that trumpet which ushers in the 
last of the three woes upon the Roman earth. 
This is so, although the several visions which have 
just been commented on intervene in the prophetic 
record, and somewhat interrupt its continuity. 
The proof that the seven plagues are under the 
seventh trumpet is seen in the exact resemblance 
of the phenomena which followed the seventh vial 
to those which followed the seventh trumpet. For 
in chap. xi. 19, at the end of the events under the 
seventh trumpet, '' there were lightnings and thun- 
derings and voices, and an earthquake, and great 
hail." On comparing the symbolic phenomena 
which follow the seventh vial, the identical series 
is observed, amplified in its details (chap. xvi. 
18-21) : " There were voices and thunderings 
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and lightnings ; and there was a great earthquake, 
. . . and there fell upon men a great hail out of 
heaven, . , . exceeding great." A brief compari- 
son will satisfy the reader of the fact of their 
identity, and therefore that the seven vials follow 
the seventh trumpet. — And to this it may be 
added, that both after the seventh trumpet (chap, 
xi. 15), and before the outpouring of the vials, 
there is heard the song in heaven, and the Temple 
therein is opened (chap. xv. 3). 

Chap. XV. 1-8: "And I saw another sign in 
heaven, great and marvellous, seven angels having 
the seven last plagues ; for in them is filled up the 
wrath of God. And I saw as it were a sea of 
glass mingled with fire ; and them that had gotten 
the victory over the beast, and over his image, 
and over his mark, and over the number of his 
name, stand on the sea of glass, having the liarps 
of God. And they sing the song of Moses, the 
servant of God, and the song of the Lamb, saying, 
Great and marvellous are thy works. Lord God 
Almighty ; just and true are thy ways, thou King 
of saints. Who shall not fear thee, O Lord, and 
glorify thy name ? For thou only art holy: for 
all nations shall come and worship before thee ; 




204 PROPHECY AND HISTORY. 

for thy judgments are made manifest." This " sea 
of glass " is the same pavement of heaven which 
St. John beheld before the throne at the first 
(chap. iv. 6). Thus the worship of the " victors '* 
was oflFered to Him that sat on the throne. " And 
after that I looked, and, behold, the temple of the 
tabernacle, of the testimony in heaven was opened; 
and the seven angels came out of the temple, hav- 
ing the seven plagues, clothed in pure and white 
linen, and having their breasts girded with golden 
girdles. And one of the four beasts" (Greek, 
" living creatures ") " gave unto the seven angels 
seven golden vials full of the wrath of God, who 
liveth for ever and ever. And the temple was 
filled with smoke from the glory of God and from 
his power ; and no man was able to enter into the 
temple till the seven plagues of the seven angels 
were fulfilled." Under the seventh trumpet (xi. 
19), the symbolic temple, long closed, was opened ; 
but no man could enter its portals. With the 
shaking of the nations under the seventh trumpet, 
caused by the series of events which followed the 
French Revolution, access to the truth, so long 
closed by the rule of superstition, was no longer 
denied. Yet, even after the opening of the Tern- 
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pie, a new hinderance existed (the smoke from the 
glory of the Lord), providential, and not to bo 
dissipated until the last plagues should have run 
their course. From the present state of the world, 
we may reasonably believe that the time is near at 
hand when ingress into the Temple will no longer 
be hindered. 

Chap. xvi. 1,2: " And I heard a great voice out 
of the temple, saying, to the seven angels, Go 
your ways, and pour out the vials of the wrath of 
God upon the earth. And the first went, and 
poured out his vial upon the earth ; and there fell 
a noisome and grievous sore upon the men which 
had the mark of the beast, and upon them which 
worshipped his image." As before stated, a com- 
parison shows that the seventh trumpet incUides the 
seven vials ; and as the seventh trumpet is believed 
to have begun to sound at the commencement of 
the French Revolution, that is, in A.D. 1789, the 
first vial of wrath must be contemporaneous, or 
nearly so, with this date.* 

* In the following interpretation of the seven vials, the scheme 
of the Rev. G. S. Faber will be stated, and his ideas followed. 
He is the interpreter, before referred to, whose expectation respect- 
ing the French Emperorship, drawn from the legitimate interpreta- 
tion of the symbols of chapter thirteen, was so signally fol&iled. 

18 
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The noisome and grievous sore of the first vial 
was not a bodily disease, but rather a spiritual 
calamity. Its manifestation was in that outbreak 
of anti-christian and anti-human ferocity which 
first of all deluged France in blood, and then 
visited every country of Europe, in turn, with 
similar evils. For two generations before the 
French Revolution, there had existed all over 
Europe associations of men whose avowed object 
was the overthrow of superstition, as they denomi- 
nated Christianity. The Christian system, as they 
beheld it before their eyes, was indeed deeply 
stained with superstition, and there existed in the 
countries of the continent of Europe only too many 
abuses to give force to their objections ; yet men 
of the same sort were numerous in England, where 
the truth, undefiled by superstition, was taught in 
its purity. This wide-spread disposition to oppose 
the Christian Faith seemed to have its origin in 
one man, Voltaire, and was helped on by those 
who sympathized with him. It is reported that he 
said, '' I am tired of hearing that twelve men 
founded Christianity. I will show that one man 
will suffice to overthrow it." 

This poisonous humor of infidelity fermented in 
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the body politic of Europe for a long season, till, at 
length, the people of France, — the most powerful 
state in the " European Commonwealth," — up- 
rising in revolution, overthrew the ancient govern- 
ment, and during more than ten years intrusted their 
social and political destinies to men who gloried in 
their opposition to the Christian Religion and to 
the very idea of the existence of God. Thus the 
sore broke forth upon the men who had the mark 
of the wild beast, and who worshipped his image ; 
that is, upon the subjects of the Pope : for France, 
during many centuries, had been the most strenuous 
upholder of the Papacy. The infidel principles, for 
a long time propagated in secret, appeared upon the 
surface of society, and were openly professed by 
every rank in life. Finally, during the excesses 
of the Revolution, the National Convention denied 
by vote the being of God ; the Lord's day was abol- 
ished ; the churches were desecrated, the clergy put 
to death or banished ; and license and immorality 
usurped the place of the " golden rule." 

Ver. 3 : " And the second angel poured out his 
vial upon the sea, and it became as the blood of a 
dead man ; and every living soul died in the sea." 
As the vials were poured out in judgment upon 
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the population of the Roman Empire, and as the 
first vial affected more or less all the nations (for 
the sore of infidelity was prevalent everywhere), 
so the second vial was a plague upon the «ea, or a 
judgment upon the most important nation, and 
that, too, while in a state of political agitation. The 
interpreting angel (xvii. 15) declares that waters 
symbolize " peoples and multitudes, and nations 
and tongues." On the sea, or principal nation of 
Europe, then, was the second vial poured out ; and, 
to express the dreadful result, the water was said 
to become blood, and all life to perish. Accepting 
the idea that the third woe, which followed the 
seventh trumpet, was the outbreak of the French 
Revolution (May 5, 1789), then the first vial 
was poured out Aug. 26, 1792, on which day the 
French nation by legislative act professed athe- 
ism ; and the second vial may be dated Sept. 2, 
1792, the same year, when the " Reign of Ter- 
ror " began. Death was made the punishment of 
every crime, especially of the crime of being sus- 
pected to be opposed to the new ideas. To promote 
speed of execution, the guillotine was employed. 
Besides, multitudes were shot or drowned. It 
is estimated, that, while the reign of terror lasted, 
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two millions, or nearly one-tenth of the popu- 
lation of France, including half a million women 
and children, were put to death within two 
years. 

Ver. 4-7 : " And the third angel poured out his 
vial upon the rivers and fountains of waters ; and 
they became blood. (And I heard the angel of the 
waters say, Thou art righteous, O Lord, which 
art, and wast, and shalt be, because thou hast 
judged thus. For they have shed the blood of 
saints and prophets, and thou hast given them 
blood to drink ; for they are worthy. And I heard 
another out of the altar saj'. Even so. Lord God 
Almighty, true and righteous are thy judgments.") 
Since the sea is interpreted to mean the largest 
nation of Europe as in a state of revolutionary com- 
motion, so rivers and fountains denote less promi- 
nent powers* Their waters also became blood. The 
dreadful contest which raged all over Europe seems 
to meet the symbol. It was " a period altogether 
dissimilar to any preceding period of common 
warfare, both in character and principle and politi- 
cal results: . . . it was emphatically a war of prin- 
ciples and opinions." The angelic voices heard 
by the prophet indicate that these dire events 

18* 
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were a Divine punishment upon the nations who 
suffered sucli calamities by the bands of each 
otlier. 

The date of the third vial may be placed Nov. 
19, 1792, when a decree was made by the French 
Nation of ^^ fraternity and military assistance to 
all who were willing to rise in rebellion against 
their lawful governments ; and this decree was 
ordered to be translated into every language as the 
manifesto of all nations against kings. " It was 
further enacted, that the French political system 
should be extended to every country occupied by 
French armies. 

The three vials, when once poured out, evidently 
continued to flow during the same time ; for the 
noisome sore of the infidel anarchical outbreak con- 
tinued together with the bloodshed of the ferocious 
contest. History records, " that during one and 
the same season of unexampled misery, atheism 
and infidelity boldly displayed themselves in every 
part of Europe. France was changed into a vast 
slaughter-house by the frantic and murderous 
rage of intestine violence ; and the several king- 
doms of the divided Roman Empire became the 
seat of a war characterized at once by the most 
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ferocious carnage and by the most disorganizing 
principles" (Faber Sac. Cal., vol. iii. p. 267). 

THE FOURTH AND FIFTH VIALS OF WRATH. 

It has been stated that the period of the third 
woe upon Christendom was the period of the 
contest in Europe which was excited, and which 
was marked, by the anti-christian spirit of infidel 
anarchy, a period which has not yet ended ; and that 
it was signalized by the rapid military conquests of 
revolutionary France. In a similar way, the first 
and second woes on Christendom had been marked 
and signalized by the successful propagation of the 
anti-christian system of Mohammed, by the sword 
of Saracen and Turk in succession. During the 
earlier portion of the third woe, when the first 
three vials of wrath were poured out, there was 
put into operation a series of changes which deep- 
ly affected a whole generation, and which have al- 
tered the aspect of Europe. The intensity of the 
outbreak in France was, indeed, soon modified ; for 
human nature could not bear the sway of the mon- 
sters who formed the revolutionary government. 
Paction after faction was overthrown, until at 
length France became an Empire, of which the 
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great conqueror Napoleon Bonaparte was the 
soul. 

It has already been set forth, and, in fact, demon- 
strated (p. 172), that the Emperorship of the 
French — which was the title assumed by Napo- 
leon I. — was the last head of the Roman wild beast ; 
that is, was the last form of supreme sway over 
the Roman Empire. That Roman Empire, viewed 
under the light which prophecy casts on history, 
had been existing through the many previous cen- 
turies, in a divided condition (see Dan. ii. 41), 
and, in fact, is still existing in this condition. At 
its head has been an Emperor of the Holy Roman 
Empire, while the territory of the Empire has not 
the less been separated into many kingdoms, more 
or less powerful. The sovereigns of these king- 
doms, during the many ages of the existence of the 
kingdoms, treated the Emperor with a certain 
deference, which, however, had been gradually de- 
creasing for several hundred years before this pres- 
ent century. This form of government ceased 
A.D. 1806, and instead of that sun of the Euro- 
pean system, another rose, — a baleful meteor, — 
the Emperorship of the French ; and around this 
new centre all Europe circled under the power of 
mutual attraction and repulsion. 
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Vers. 8, 9 : "And the fourth angel poured out his 
vial upon the sun ; and power was given unto him 
to scorch men with fire. And men were scorched 
with great heat, and blasphemed the name of God, 
which hath power over these plagues ; and they re- 
pented not to give him glory." The symbolic sun, 
thus endued with preternatural heat so that its 
rays became messengers of death, must indicate the 
political centre just mentioned. The reader of his- 
tory is well aware that the political sun of Europe 
cast forth just such destructive rays during the 
season which followed after the first outbreak of 
the French Revolution. The sway of the French 
Emperor over the countries subjugated or invaded 
by him was the sway of a mighty and intelligent 
robber^ who sought to aggrandize France at the 
expense of all Europe. Bloodshed and plunder 
attended his steps ; so that the military despotism 
which he exercised aroused universal hatred, and 
all Europe combined to overthrow him, — a single 
man, — and only with difficulty forced him from his 
place of vantage. It is computed that six millions 
of men perished in direct consequence of the am- 
bition of Napoleon I., and that, of 2,300,000 
drawn from France to serve in his armies, only 
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100,000 escaped death. It was proplietically de- 
clared that no moral improvement would follow this 
plague I and it has been only too evident that blas- 
phemous infidelity has continued to increase. 

Vers. 10, 11 : '' And the fifth angel poured out 
his vial upon the seat of the beast ; and his kingdom 
was full of darkness ; and they gnawed their tongues 
for pain, and blasphemed the God of heaven be- 
cause of their pains and their sores, and repented 
not of their deeds." The third woe symbolized 
the outbreak of infidel principles in the Roman 
State, and, in consequence thereof, the calamities of 
war waged for plunder and conquest, — an outbreak 
which culminated in the establishment of a military 
adventurer on the throne of France, and in the 
possession by his dynasty of the most powerful 
place of influence in Europe. All this did not 
come to pass without a contest which was marked 
by such surprising military activity during its prog- 
ress as to distinguish it from all other previous 
wars among the civilized nations of modern 
times. 

The seat of the new power which thus domi- 
nated in the Roman state was the city of Paris, 
though Rome was equally made the other capital. 
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Rome continued to be the seat of the ecclesiastical 
power, as it had been for centuries ; but Paris 
became the civil and military centre. This last 
city was, therefore, '' the seat of the beast " under 
the new and portentous development of his power. 
Once the dragon gave to the wild beast his power, 
and his seat or throne, and great authority (see 
chap. xiii. 2). The dragon's throne became then 
the throne of the Roman wild beast, the point 
whence his power was exercised as from a centre. 
For ages that centre was Rome, and that city con- 
tinued to be the centre of civil and mihtary power 
while the Empire was advancing to its growth. 
At length (A.D. 328), Constantinople became 
" New Rome ; " and Old Rome, after two centuries 
had passed, became the ecclesiastical capital of 
Europe. Finally, when Constantinople fell into 
the hands of the Turks, only the ecclesiastical 
capital remained. But, by the last development of 
the power of the wild-beast empire, Paris became 
the seat, or throne, of the wild beast, from which he 
exercised military sway. In that city were col- 
lected the plundered treasures of nations, especially 
works of art taken by military violence from mu- 
seums and galleries. The streets of Paris bore 



216 PROPHECY AND HISTORY. 

names which were the records of French victories 
and European defeats. A column of victory Hke 
that of Trajan at Rome, and a triumphal arch 
like that of Titus, testified hy their style to the 
wish of the conqueror of Europe to identify his 
rule, as far as was possible, with that of the ancient 
people whose eagles he bore .on his standards. 

The doicnfall of the new power was as surprising 
as its rise. The author and incumbent of the 
dignity which had become the last head of the 
Roman State passed through a career of military 
prosperity unequalled in modern times. At length 
his antagonists became no less than the collected 
power of a continent ; and, in spite of his amazing 
genius, he was forced to succumb. With him, 
also, fell the dignity which he had created. At 
his downfall, Europe was like a sleeper that has 
awaked from a nightmare ; and the conquerors, 
with a feeling of relief, quickly sought to restore 
every power to the condition which it had occupied 
before the fearful infidel outbreak. 

It is evident to the reader, that if the Rev. G. 
S. Faber's interpretation of the French Emperor- 
ship as the seventh head of the Roman beast is 
correct, as was set forth (pp. 170-175), the down- 
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fall of that dignity by the sword of the " allied 
powers" (A.D. 1814, 1815) w^ould leave the 
Roman wild beast without a living head. By 
symmetry of symbolism, therefore, as a beast whose 
head is dead must be defunct, this failure of the 
Ruling Power of the Roman Empire, for the first 
time since the city of Rome was founded, would 
cause that state of political non-existence predicted 
in chap. xvii. 8, and expressed by the phrase, " is 
not,^^ And, in a similar way, if the governing 
power of the Empire should be likened to the sun^ 
which was the symbol employed under the fourth 
vial, the cessation of political life in the governing 
power would be symbolized by. darkness. Thus 
the power, which, as a sun, scorched the earth, and 
which had its centre in "the seat," or throne, of the 
wild beast, was extinguished by the pouring-out of 
the vial on this throne, so that " his kingdom was 
full of darkness." This symbolism cannot but 
express the downfall of the first Friench Empire, 
which empire has already been affirmed to be the 
Roman state in its last condition under the seventh 
head. That head was wounded to death, accord- 
ing to the symbol in chap. xiii. 3 ; and it was the 

19 
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same power which as a sun was extinguished by 
the fifth vial. 

It seems certain that the fifth vial was poured 
out on the fatal day of Waterloo, — June 18, 1815. 
Then began the state of non-existence of the 
Roman wild-beast empire. The life of the wild 
beast (see chap, xiii.) was not absolutely extinct, 
for he was to revive; but the sword had struck 
him senseless. If the symbols are compared, — the 
stroke of the sword and the outpouring of the 
vial, — the latter expresses but a single isolated 
result, a catastrophe connected with the preceding 
vials mainly by sequence of date (yet not for this 
reason uncertain in interpretation) ; while the 
other symbol, that of the head slain by the sword, 
expresses the same catastrophe as connected with 
the history of the wild beast in the previous ages, — 
not isolated, but expressed as connected with that 
history in the most intimate manner. Both sym- 
bols, however, refer to the same event, and are 
absolutely coincident in meaning. 

It is worthy of remark that the political extinc- 
tion of the head of the Roman state did not bring 
about a moral improvement, nor a change of prin- 
ciples. The people of the darkened kingdom 
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gnawed their tongues for pain, and blasphemed 
the God of heaven, . . . and repented not of their 
deeds. — The unbelief in Christendom continued 
to become more active, and greater in extent, than 
ever before. 



Date of third woe . 
" " first vial . 
** " second vial 
" " third vial . 
" *' fourth vial 
" " fifth vial . 



May 5, 1789. 
Aug. 26, 1792. 
Sept. 2,1792. 
Nov. 19, 1792. 
May 18, 1804. 
June 18. 1815. 



THE SIXTH VIAL. 

With the termination of the evils of the French 
Revolution, and the cessation of the wars which 
it brouglit upon Europe, the. scene of prophetic 
action is shifted. The first five vials were poured 
upon the countries of the Western Roman Em- 
pire 5 the sixth vial upon the countries in the East. 
Yet its plague did not fall upon the oppressed 
Christians of the East, but on their oppressors. 

'Ver. 12 : " And the sixth angel poured out his 
vial upon the great river Euphrates ; and the wa- 
ter thereof was dried up, that the way of the 
kings of the East might be prepared." In pro- 
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phetic language, waters, such as the sea, rivers, and 
fountains, indicate nations ; and the people dwell- 
ing in any country may be fitly indicated by the 
great river of the country. Such a symbol is that 
of verse twelve, respecting the drying-up of the 
Euphrates. Tliis same river is used symbolically 
(chap. ix. 14), after the sounding of the sixth 
trumpet (p. Ill), to denote the Turkish power, 
whose four sultanies, under the guise of four an- 
gels, are said to be bound in the great river Eu- 
phrates; that is, their power is confined to the 
region watered by that stream. In a similar way, 
the drying-up of the river would, with reason, be 
interpreted as the drying-up of the power which 
the stream might symbolize. This symbolized 
power is confessedly that of the Turks ; so that the 
sixth vial of wrath was partly spent upon a nation 
which had been a foe to Christendom for a^es. 
Thus the decadence of the Turkish Empire, which 
is one of the most notorious facts of recent history, 
seems to be set forth in this svmbol, — a condition 
which every year of the last half-century has 
helped forward. The date of the outpouring may 
justly be placed at the time of the Greek Insur- 
rection, A.D. 1821. In the progress of the war 
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which finally resulted in the erection of the king- 
dom of Greece, the Turkish power received a 
dreadful shock. On the 20th of October, A827, 
the combined fleets of England, France, and Rus- 
sia, nearly annihilated the Turkish navy in the 
Bay of Navarino. The Duke of Wellington 
termed it an " untoward event." Certainly from 
that day the power of Turkey has declined, al- 
though England and France have sought to 
strengthen that country in every way, being fear- 
ful of its conquest by Russia. It was this fear 
which produced the Crimean War. Since the 
beginning of the eighteenth century, the Turkish 
power has ceased to be a woe to Christendom, and, 
during the last thirty years, has appeared to exist 
only by reason of the jealousies of its Christian 
neighbors. 

Note. — The aathor is responsible for the remaining interpreta- 
tion in this chapter. 

Not the least noteworthy change of the past 
fifty years has taken place in the ancient country 
of Egypt. Thirty years ago, the Ruler of that 
Turkish province rebelled against the Sultan, and 
was stopped on his march to Constantinople only 

19» 
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by the interference of England. Since then his 
power has increased. The dignity of the Pacha has 
become liereditary ; and the present ruler has re- 
ceived a title nearly equivalent to that of King. 
A[eanwhile Egypt has been enriched by a careful 
administration, and possesses an effective army and 
navy. To crown its advantages, the land of Egypt 
recently has been the seat of that surprisingly im- 
portant work, the ship-canal across the Isthmus of 
Suez, — a highway for commerce which once more 
may give the countries east of the Mediterranean 
their ancient importance in the trade between the 
two continents. Plans for such a transit had been 
considered ; but the conclusion was, that the enter- 
prise was both physically and pecuniarily impos- 
sible. Even while in course of construction, tlie 
canal was ridiculed by many English writer as a 
total failure, and few persons believed the work 
possible until it had been actually done. The pro- 
jector of this work, which is of world-wide in- 
portance, was M. Ferdinand de Lesseps : a large 
part of the expense was sustained by the Ruler of 
Egypt ; and the remainder of the funds was drawn 
from France with the approval of the Imperial 
Government. This great work has been in sue- 



THE SEVEN LAST PLAGUES. 223 

cessful operation, as a means of communication, for 
more than a year, and bids fair to become of more 
and more utility. The tolls amount to two millions 
of dollars per annum. 

The interest of the student of prophecy in such 
an achievement arises from its connection with the 
symbols of the sixth vial. These are two, — the 
drying-up of the Euphrates, and the preparation 
of the " WAY " of the kings of (rather from) 
the East. The former expression is interpreted to 
mean the decay of the Turkish Empire : the lat- 
ter seems to be fulfilled in the new, magnificent, 
and unique highway which brings England eight 
thousand miles nearer to India, and by just so 
much strengthens the hold of Europe on Asia. 
But very few years ago, it was impossible to con- 
jecture that this wonderful " way " would be pre- 
pared ; yet its existence and its use both are facts. 
The connection of the construction of this 
" way " with the decay of the Turkish power is 
plain from the evident impossibility of such a work 
being built in the interest of Europe and of Christian 
nations, did the ancient power and hostility of the 
Turkish Government exist. But all is changed, 
and this within fifty years ; and so the " way " be- 
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came a possibility, and has become a fact. There 
IS a plain and direct connection between the mili- 
tary weakness of the central government at Con- 
stantinople and the predominance in Egypt of 
European influence and ideas of political economy 
which led to the great work. In view of this re- 
lation between the two facts, it is difficult to reject 
the idea that they fulfil the prophecy. 

But the prophecy calls the " way " that of the 
kings of (rather from) the East. In order that 
the Isthmus-of-Suez Canal may be perceived to be 
truly the prophetic way, there must be some evident 
and plausible connection with those who are the 
kings of or from the East. Naturally, this phrase 
is enigmatical, and not to be understood until the 
time. It can now be seen, however, to mean that 
nation, or possibly the two nations, who will mainly 
make use of this canal. These are the English 
certainly, and, too, the Dutch, They have traded to 
the East for long years ; and there, also, they are 
kings. If it is considered whose power dominates 
over the East, it is in India the power of the En- 
glish, and in the Indian Archipelago the power of 
the Dutch. In the East, some tens of thousands 
of Englishmen rule two hundred millions of the 
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nations of Hindostan, perhaps one to ten thousand ; 
and a few thousand Dutch in Java are the masters 
of fifteen milHons, besides the population of other 
dependencies. These Europeans are certainly 
kings of the East : events, not very remote it may 
be, may disclose them (or one of them) as kings 
coming from the East, and making the ship-canal 
their way. English writers have already discussed 
the contingencies which would compel them to 
seize Egypt ; and Europe may yet behold a mul- 
titude of soldiers issuing from the East, led by the 
English flag, to take part in the great struggle which 
is not far distant. That they can be brouglit was 
proved by the expedition into Abyssinia. 

If this foregoing interpretation is correct, the 
sixth vial began to flow in 1821 ; and the com- 
pletion of its action by the opening of " the way " 
was in November, 1869.* 

But under this sixth vial, which, apparently, is a 
half*century in duration, other important results 
are predicted. 

Vers. 13-16 : " And I saw three unclean spirits, 
like frogs, come out of the mouth of the dragon, and 

* The substance of this view was published by the author in ** The 
Churchman," Hartford, Conn., in the month of May, 1870. 
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out of the mouth of the beast, and out of the 
mouth of the false prophet. For they are the 
spirits of devils, working miracles, which go forth 
unto the kings of the earth and of the whole world, 
to gather them to the battle of that great day of 
God Almighty. Behold, I come as a thief. Blessed 
is he that watcheth, and keepeth his garments, lest 
he walk naked, and they see his shame. And he " 
(Greek, they^ i.e., the spirits) "gathered them 
together into a place called in the Hebrew tongue 
Armageddon." 

The three unclean spirits are likened to frogs on 
account of their zeal in proselyting, which is like 
a wearisome croaking (Faber). They are the 
spirit of blasphemous infidelity from the Evil One, 
of socialistic anarchy from the (wild) beast or Ro- 
man secular power, and of Jesuitism from the false 
prophet or Roman ecclesiastical power. So noto- 
rious are the results of their machinations through- 
out Christendom, that they need simply to be named 
to make it evident that the present time is the sea- 
son of their temptation. It is not necessary to in- 
terpret the miracles other than as false signs ; 
such are the social Utopia promised by communism, 
tlie exaltation of man by mere knowledge which 
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infidelity asserts, and the false wonders of Popery. 
The effect of the labors of these evil spirits for 
fifty years has already been to unsettle society, to 
destroy faith in the unseen, and to produce the 
blasphemous decrees of the " immaculate concep- 
tion " and the " infallibility." Their efforts will 
result in a tremendous contest, to which they will 
gather the monarchs of the Roman world, and 
which is called " the battle " (Greek, the war) " of 
that great day of God Almighty." This contest is 
described more at length in chap. xix. 11-21. The 
preparation has been made under the sixth vial ; 
the war will take place under the seventh vial. 
There is every reason to believe that this contest 
will be the same as the time of trouble predicted 
in Dan. xii. 1, and as the season to which refer- 
ence is made Matt. xxiv. 21 ; even though the 
primary application of this last passage may be to 
the siege of Jerusalem. (In respect to the pro- 
phetic discourse in St. Matthew, it is to be noted 
that the same warning to watch for his coming is 
uttered by the Lord, which is recorded in the 
revelation by St. John.) The evil spirits thus 
described gather together the combatants into a 
place called in the Hebrew tongue Armageddon. 
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Obviously this name has a mystic meaning ; and 
the locality will hardly be identified before the 
event. However, no little effort has been made 
to ascertain its signification. It must be divided 
into two words, — Ar Mageddon. At means '' city " 
in Hebrew. Another word of the same sound means 
" mountain." It is, then, the city or else the moun- 
tain of Mageddon. There is such a place in Pales- 
tine, — a portion of the Plain of Esdraelon, where 
King Josiah was slain. The prophet Zechariali 
(xii. 11) also speaks of the " Valley of Megiddon." 
Fortunately, in this last passage, the Greek trans- 
lation of the Seventy gives the meaning of Maged- 
don as "slaughtered," or "utterly destroyed" 
(j,v.'A(mu\iivoq). Armageddon (li'^3^ ^5) may mean, 
then, "the city of the slaughtered" or "the city of 
the destroyed." Dr. S. T. Bloomfield explains the 
word to mean " mountain of destruction." The 
only plausible application of this word, a term whicli 
will hereafter give name to the final contest, must 
be conjectured from other parts of the Revela- 
tion, -^ such as indicate a destruction of the city 
of Rome. It is declared (xvii. 16), that the 
ten kings will burn her with fire. Also tlie phrase 
" smoke of her burning " is used (xviii. 9). This 
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is affirmed respecting mystic Babylon, or Rome. 
Also a dreadful war is symbolized by a wine- 
press which runs with blood. Only at the ter- 
mination of a contest, which, of necessity, will in- 
volve all Europe, can Rome be destroyed. Its end, 
however, is predicted ; and, of all the cities in the 
world, Rome best answers to the name Ar Maged- 
don, " the city of destruction,'' or perhaps, as the 
event may prove, "the destroyed city." It has 
been the centre of mischief to the world since it 
was founded ; and the grand catastrophe is to be a 
war, which will result in a just retaliation upon it : 
'' He that killeth with the sword must be killed 
with the sword." 

THE SEVENTH VIAL. 

The seventh vial comprehends the final catas- 
trophe, towards which every event of the great 
prophetic drama has been tending. Probably it 
will comprehend a period of several years; but 
events move faster than formerly, and changes are 
more striking : so that its duration may be propor- 
tionately less. 

Vers. 17-21 : " And the seventh angel poured 
out his vial into the air ; and there came a great 

20 
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voice out of the temple of heaven, from the throne, 
saying, It is done. And there were voices and 
thunders and lightnings ; and there was a great 
earthquake, such as was not since men were upon 
the earth, so mighty an earthquake, and so great. 
And the great city was divided into three parts, 
and the cities of the nations fell ; and great Babylon 
came in remembrance before God, to give unto 
her the cup of the wine of the fierceness of his 
wrath. And every island fled away, and the 
mountains were not found. And there fell upon 
men a great hail out of heaven, every stone about 
tlie weight of a talent : and men blasphemed God 
because of the plague of the hail ; for the plague 
thereof was exceeding great." The pouring of 
the vial of wrath upon the air signified an attack 
upon that power of evil which is said to dwell 
therein, and whose machinations have hitherto 
hindered the progress of the kingdom of God. 
Immediately follows the oracle from the Temple, 
'* It is done ! " By reference to chap. x. 5-7, 
this is explained. The angel sware . . . "that 
there should be no longer delay ; but in the days 
of the voice of the seventh angel, when he should 
begin to sound, the mystery of God should be 
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finished." No more attacks of Satan should harass 
the flock of Christ, no longer would he be per- 
mitted to rule the kingdoms of this world to the 
disadvantage of the kingdom of God. 

The primary results of the wrath of God thus 
poured on the residence of the spirits of evil were 
" voices and thunders and lightnings." These 
may properly be interpreted as political commo- 
tions preceding and heralding the amazing political 
catastrophe which immediately follows. A fierce 
and bloody war, which breaks up old-established 
political relations between neighboring countries, 
and utterly disarranges the " balance of power," 
and which has been preceded by years of in- 
trigues and disputes and threats, would answer to 
the political storm which immediately follows the 
seventh vial. 

It is by no means unlikely that the contest but 
just now raging in Europe, the " Franco-Prussian 
war," is, in part, the fulfilment of these symbols. 
History tells of no equal calamity which ever befell 
so powerful a nation, — the capture in six months of 
whole armies, amounting to 1,095,000 men, 6,000 
cannon, various fortified places, its capital, its chief 
generals and its ruler, besides the horrible carnage 
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and the desolation of its families and industry. 
This sudden defeat of a power of Europe which 
was believed the strongest in military resources 
has given opportunity to Italy to complete its long- 
desired unity, and to Spain to choose its own ruler, 
both impossible if France were not crushed.* — 
Such a change must be the herald of still greater 
changes. Events cannot stand still. — What the 
division of the Great City into three parts, by an 
earthquake the most terrible ever known, can 
mean, must be left for time to show. But the 
fallinor of the cities of the nations seems to indicate 
the overthrow of monarchies ; and the spirit of 
anarchy, or false democracy, it can hardly be 
doubted, will be a moving cause of these chancres. 
The disappearance of islands and mountains signi- 
fies the absorption of small states by those which 

* An anonymous French writer in a clerical and monarchical 
journal (February, 1871), sisiys, " The fall of Paris will be more than 
a revolution, more than a profound humiliation and an extraordi- 
nary upsetting of the present order of things. It will be the break- 
ing-up of our power, the end of that moral and material greatness 
which our ancestors took fourteen centuries to build up, and which 
we are doomed to see crumbling to dust in a few months. Never, 
since the fall of the Roman Empire, has there been such a catas- 
trophe as that which we of this generation are doomed to see and 
suffer." 
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are larger and more powerful. The hail from 
heaven must mean a military attack from the 
north, the region of hail, — an attack set on foot by 
sovereigns^ who are placed in the symbolic politi- 
cal heaven. A few years, doubtless, will develop 
tOiOur generation the meaning of these symbols. 

The date of the outpouring of the seventh vial 
may plausibly be that of an event which seemed to 
close the fateful period of 1,260 mystic days. This 
date is the end of the duration of the tyranny of 
the little horn of the Roman wild beast in Daniel ; 
and also of the time of the permitted persecution 
of the Church by the dragon, — the same period 
during which the wild beast opened his mouth in 
blasphemy against God. It is the date of the 
most important political event of the year 1866. 
It is all but universally agreed that this mystic 
period of 1,260 days began A.D. 606, and so would 
end A.D. 1866. Its commencement was signalized 
by the assumption of universal spiritual power by 
Pope Boniface III. ; and the end of the period, in 
1866, was marked by an event which has proved 
to be, in its consequences, the commencement of the 
most dreadful blow which the Papacy has ever 
received. That event was the battle of Sadowa, 

20* 
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the loss of winch by Austria caused that power to 
change its policy and remodel its polity. Austria 
was the most determined upholder of the re-action 
after 1815, and of absolutism. For forty years 
Austria trod under foot the men who labored for a 
kingdom of Italy, and was the power on which the 
Papacy most fully relied. Sadowa changed all 
this. After that crashing defeat, Austria, of its 
own accord, became a constitutional monarchy : it 
virtually abrogated its treaty with the Pope, and 
placed itself in opposition to his ideas to such a 
degree, that the organ of the Jesuits, published at 
Rome, uttered the lament, " Alas ! poor Austria, 
given over to the infidels ! " By the enforced 
and voluntary changes which took place in Austria, 
all those subsequent political changes were rendered 
possible which produced the kingdom of Italy; 
and a kingdom of Italy means to the Papacy no 
less than ruin and destruction. The Pope imme- 
diately began to lose his temporal possessions, of 
which the administration had become a byword in 
Europe; and the loss was completed by the seizure 
of Rome, in 1870. There was no fo'p^ in Rome 
while the Western Caesars ruled ; nor can a pope 
long exist as such in the capital of the kingdom of 
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Italy. But the stroke which ultimately destroyed 
the " temporal power *' fell at Sadow^a. To show 
that an observer in politics, perhaps an unbeliever 
in prophecies, comes to the same conclusion, there 
may be quoted a sentence from an editorial in " The 
London Spectator," Oct. 12, 1867: "It was the 
temporal power which fell at Sadowa. We repeat 
that sentence now for the third time, because it is 
still the key to all that has occurred and is occur- 
ring within the papal dominion " (vide " Living 
Age"). In 1866, therefore, just as the seventh 
vial began to be poured, the mystery of God began 
to be finished. The world is now passing through 
the period called by the prophet Daniel " the time of 
the end," and signalized by St. John as the season 
of the seventh and last vial of wrath. The sixth 
vial is still flowing, in a sense, for the war of Ar 
Magedddn is yet future, and the preparation for it 
is going on ; but, nevertheless, it is likely that the 
seventh vial has already ushered in the lightnings, 
thunderings, and voices ; and, most probably, also 
the beginning of the mighty earthquake. 



XY, 

THE DOWNFALL OF BABYLON. 

THIS grand catastrophe, which is the judgment 
of the ^' great wliore" and the " destruction 
of them that destroy the earth," is related with 
more and more minute details than are expressed 
respecting any single event in the prophecies. It 
may well be so, because the overthrow of that vast 
system of superstition and violence which is compre- 
hended in the mystic name " Babylon " will be an 
event to which the world, during all the coming ages, 
will look back as the era of spiritual and political 
emancipation. The judgment of Babylon is rep- 
resented as near at hand, under the last vial ; and 
the time of the judgment may be included within 
the last vial : otherwise, it will follow immediately. 
Already (in chap, xvii.) the mystic woman sitting 
upon the scarlet wild beast, — the Roman Empire, 
— and who is inscribed with the name " Babylon," 
has been identified with Rome by the angelic in- 
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terpreter. It is the judgment of this great city, — 
•one which many have chosen to call the " Eternal 
City," — which is about to begin under the seventh 
vial, and which forms the subject of chap, xviii. 

Vers. 1-3: ^^ And after these things I saw 
another angel come down from heaven^ having 
great power ; and the earth was lightened with 
his glory. And he cried mightily with a strong 
voice, sayings 

Babylon the great is fallen, is fallen, and is 
become the habitation of devils, and the hold of 
every foul spirit, and a cage of every unclean and 
hateful bird. For all stations have drunk of the 
wine of the wrath of her fornication ; and the 
kings of the earth have committed fornication 
with her ; and the merchants of the earth are 
waxed rich through the abundance of her deli- 
caciesr 

The angelic proclamation of the destiniction of 
Babylon is by anticipation a sort of title or proem ; 
for the next voice calls on certain to leave her pre- 
cincts, like Lot in Sodom, which implies that 
the destruction had not been actually effected. 

Vers. 4-8 : ^^ And I heard another voice from 
heaven^ sayings 
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Come out of her, my people, that ye be not 
partakers of her stns^ and that ye receive not 
of her plagues. For her sins have reached unto 
heaven, and GOD hath remembered her in- 
iquities. Reward her even as she rewarded you, 
and double unto her double according to her works: 
in the cup which she hath filled fill to her 
double. How much she hath glorified herself and 
lived deliciously, so much torment and sorrow 
give her ; for she saith in her heart, I sit a queen, 
and am no widow, and shall see no sorrow. 
Therefore shall her plagues come in one day, 
death and mourning and famine; and she 
shall be utterly burned with fire: for strong is 
The Lord GOD who judgeth her!' 

The judgment on Babylon seems to be a sudden 
visitation. It is said to come in one day, and sub- 
sequently, three times, is said to occur in one liour, 
or suddenly. The plagues that bring her to de- 
struction are death, mourning, famine, and fire. 
These seem to indicate military violence. By com- 
paring chap. xyii. 16, it is plain that the agents of 
the judgment are the Kings of the Roman earth ; 
for the ten horns of the wild beast will burn the 
harlot with fire. It is not indeed necessary to 
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understand that all the kingdoms of Europe will 
unite to destroy Rome. In fact, in the next para- 
graph, the " kings of the earth," i. e., some of the 
ten, are described as lamenting her downfall, which 
prediction, again, seems to imply a difference of 
feeling, and therefore a contest ; and so victors and 
vanquished. 

xviii. 9 to xix. 3 : ** And the kings of the earthy 
who have committed fornication and lived de- 
liciously with her, shall bewail her and lament for 
her, when they shall see the smoke of her burn- 
ings standing afar off, for the fear of her torment , 
sayingy 

Alas, alas^ that great city Babylon, that mighty 
city / for in one hour is thy judgment come. 

And the merchants of the earth shall weep and 
mourn over her (^for no man buyeth their mer- 
chandise any more: the merchandise of gold 
and silver, and precious stones, and of pearls^ and 
fine linen, and purple^ and silk, and scarlet y and 
all thyine-wood^ and all manner vessels of ivory, 
and all m^anner vessels of most precious wood^ and 
of brass, and iron, and marble, and cinnamon^ 
and odors, and frankincense, and wine, and 
oil, and fine flour, and wheat, and beasts, and 
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sheep, and horses, and chariots, and slaves, and 
souls of men, . And the fruits that thy soul lust- 
ed after are departed from thee, and thou shalt 
find them no more at all). 

The merchants of these things, which were 
m^de rich by her, shall stand afar off for the 
fear of her torment, weeping and wailing, and 
saying, 

Alas, alas, that great city, that was clothed in 
fine linen, and purple, and scarlet, and decked with 
gold, and precious stones and pearls ! for in one 
hour so great riches is come to nought. 

And every shipmaster, and all the company in 
ships, and sailors, and as many as trade by sea, 
stood afar off, and cried when they saw the smoke 
of her burning, saying. 

What city is like unto this great city ! 

And they cast dust on their heads, and cried ^ 
weeping and wailing, saying, 

Alas, alas, that great city, wherein were 
made rich all that had ships in the sea by reason 
of her costliness ! for in one hour is she made 
desolate. 

Rejoice over her, thou heaven and ye holy 
apostles and prophets; for god hath 
avenged you on her. 
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And a mighty angel took up a stone like a great 
millstoney and cast it into the sea^ sayings 

Thus with violence shall that great city 
Babylon be thrown down, and shall be found no 
more at all. And the voice of harpers y and musi- 
cians y and of pipers y and trumpeters^ shall be heard 
no m^ore at all in thee; and no craftsman^ of what- 
soever craft he bCy shall be fou7id any more in 
thee; and the sound of a millstone shall be heard 
no more at all in thee ; and the light of a candle 
shall shine no more at all in thee ; and the voice 
of the bridegroom, and of the bride shall be heard 
no more at all in thee : for thy merchants were the 
great men of the earth ; for by thy sorceries were 
all men deceived. 

And in her was found the blood of prophets y and 
of saintSy and of all that were slain upon the 
earth. 

And after these things I heard a great voice of 
much people in heaven, saying. 

Alleluia I salvation, and glory, and honor, and 

power, unto the Lord Our GOD ; for true and 

righteous cire HIS judgments; for HE hath 

judged the Great Whore, which did corrupt the 

earth with her fornicationy and hath avenged the 

21 
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blood of HIS servants at her hand* And again 
they said Alleluia ! 

AND HER SMOKE ROSE UP FOR 
EVER AND EVERr 

It is plain, that, in this judgment upon the Great 
City, the whole system of which Rome is the cen- 
tre, and which extends over so many of the most 
civilized nations, is to fall with her. The only 
doubt about the interpretation is this, Whether 
the destruction will fall upon the city of Rome 
alone, as upon Tyre or ancient Babylon or Petra, 
and the like, which catastrophes only indirectly 
involved in ruin all that depended on them, or 
whether the " Great City " stands for the eccle- 
siastical system and dominion of which Rome is 
the seat, — in which latter case, the very city it- 
self might continue to be inhabited, while in a 
figure all that has made it what it has been for 
twenty-five hundred years would be "utterly burned 
\n\\\ fire," and Rome would become of no more 
political or ecclesiastical consideration than Naples 
or Florence or Milan. Undoubtedly the considera- 
tion in which Rome is held by the civilized world 
depends on her being the seat of the Papal power. 
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Wlien that shall have vanished, it seems doubtful 
if Rome will have any especial claim to pre-emi- 
nence. 

The whole chapter is very dramatic. In turn, 
kings, merchants, and mariners utter their lament. 
Evidently the image of the destruction is drawn 
from the downfall of such a great city as was Tyre 
or Carthage. Towards the end, this is in a man- 
ner interpreted, for it is said, " Thy merchants 
were the great men of the earth ; " i.e., kings, 
generals, nobles, — men who do not literally trade 
in merchandise. In the same way, the sorceries 
charged upon the Great City are the enticements 
of false doctrine and sinful practice. 

After reading chapters seventeen and eighteen, 
and the first verses of chapter nineteen, it is impos- 
sible to conclude that any less catastrophe is sym- 
bolized than the utter overthrow and annihilation 
of the system of superstition in dogma and prac- 
tice which has held captive the countries of the 
Roman Empire, and has been the great barrier to 
the coming in of the fulness of the Gentiles. Thus, 
whether the city survives as to its situation, build- 
ings, streets, palaces, churches, or not (though 
much of the prophecy seems adverse thereto), the 
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con'upt system falsely called tlie " Catliolic faith," 
and of wliicli Rome has been the centre and pro- 
moter, will utterly disappear. 

Chap. xix. vers. 4-10: ^*'And the four and twenty 
elders and the four beasts (living creatures^ fell 
down and worshipped God t/iat sat on the throne^ 
saying. Amen ; Alleluia, 

And a voice came out of the throne, saying, 
Praise our GOD, all ye his servants, and ye that 
fear HIM, both small and great. 

And I heard as it were the voice of a great 
multitude, and as the voice of many waters, and 
as the voice of mighty thunderings, saying. 

Alleluia : for the Lord GOD omnipotent reign- 
eth. Let us be glad and rejoice, and give honor 
to HIM ; for the marriage of the Lamb is come, 
and his wife hath made herself ready. 

And to her was granted that she should be 
arrayed in fine linen, clean and white : (^for the 
fine linen is the righteousness of the saints) . 

And he saith unto me. Write, 

BLESSED ARE THEY WHICH ARE 
CALLED UNTO THE MARRIAGE SUP- 
PER OF THE LAMB, 

And he saith unto me, 
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THESE ARE THE TRUE SA YINGS OF 
GOD. 

And I fell at his feet to worship him. And he 
said unto mey See thou do it not: I am thy fellow- 
servant, and of thy brethren that have the testi- 
mony of Jesus : worship God: (^for the testimony 
of yes us is the spirit of prophecy^. 

After the destruction of the usurping power of 
Babylon, there will not remain any obstacle to the 
spread of the knowledge of " the faith *' as *' once 
delivered to the saints." Let the Papacy disap- 
pear, and falsity of doctrine will follow.* The 
kingdom of the saints will begin to expand, and 
cover the earth. Under these new circumstances, 
what will be the condition of those bishops of the 
Church Universal who have so long obeyed Rome? 
They will be in a condition analogous to that in 
which were the bishops during the early ages of 
the Church, before the pseudo-ecclesiastical power 
of Rome uplifted itself. To take the thought of 

* COUNT MA.MIANI TO THE REV. C. W. LANODON. 

" Florence, Oct. 30, 1870. 

" The first thing to remove, to make a Catholic reform possible, 

was to break down the temporal power ; and Providence has made us 

the happy witnesses cf this great event." — Churchman, Uariford^ 

Qmn,, April 1, 1871. 
21* 
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St. Cyprian, bishop of Carthage, A.D. 250, ihey^ 
in company with all the other bishops throughout the 
worlds will (obviously) hold the Episcopate in com- 
mon. (The Church is one, in which the Episco- 
pate is one, a share of which is held by each 
separately, combining into a solid whole. — St, 
Cyprian: Be Unit, Uccles.^p, 120, Ed. Gersdorf.) 
Before the Papacy, there was Unity on the Apos- 
tolic basis of doctrine and order; and, after the 
Papacy, this will be true again. The Church of 
the West, so long a sinner by superstition and 
idolatry, reformed, will be the Bride of the Lamb ; 
for with God nothing is impossible. Arrayed in 
the righteousness of the saints, she will be holy 
once again, and without blemish. 



XYL 

THE CLOSE OF "THE TIME OF THE END." 

IT lias been said already that the time of the end 
is a brief period spoken of by the prophet 
Daniel ; and that it is believed to be at the termina- 
tion of the mystic time times and an half, or twelve 
hundred and sixty days, which is a period of great 
importance both in the Book of Daniel and in the 
Revelation. Yet the prophetic action does not 
stop at the termination of 'that period : on the 
contrary, many amazing events will follow, and a 
season of unexampled trouble is predicted, which 
will fill to the full the measure of calamities. It 
appears impossible to doubt that this time of 
trouble will be synchronical with the events that 
follow the seventh vial, and that these latter will 
take place at the same season, and will be the same 
events, as those symbolized by the harvest and the 
vintage. This time of the end also includes the 
time of the downfall of Babylon. 
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A vision which is therefore parallel to the sym- 
bolic visions before recorded is that of the Son of 
God going forth to war. 

Chap. xix. vers. 11-13: "And I saw heaven 
opened, and, behold, a white horse ; and he that 
sat upon him was called Faithful and True, and in 
righteousness he doth judge and make war. His 
eyes were as a flame of fire, and on his head were 
many crowns ; and he had a name written that no 
man knew but he himself. And he was clothed 
with a vesture dipped in blood ; and his name is 
called The Word of God." 

The rider upon the white horse is none other 
than the Divine Saviour, who now for the first 
time appears as an open agent in the conflict, 
though even here as connected with a symbol. 
Elsewhere he is called the " Lamb," the ** Lion of 
the tribe of Judah," the " Lamb slain ; '' but in 
this present vision he is distinctly noted as the 
*' Word of God ; " and he sits upon a white war- 
horse, and leads forth his armies. This symbol 
calls to mind those symbols under the first four seals, 
of which the war-horses with their riders are inter- 
preted to mean military empires. The white horse 
and his rider therefore denote some military power 
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which upholds the principles of righteousness and 
true religion in opposition to those principles which 
actuate the foes of Christ, who are the Roman wild 
" beast " and the '' false prophet." It would seem 
that a real war, a physical contest, is set forth in 
this vision, and not simply a moral triumph of 
Truth. The vesture dipped in blood worn by the 
Divine Word was a dark blood-colored mantle or 
cloak, — a sicrn of the mission of takint; vengeance 
on his enemies. The blood that is shed is not now 
his own blood, but that of those who are destroyed 
before him. 

Vers. 14-16 : " And the armies which were in 
heaven followed him upon white horses, clothed in 
fine linen, white and clean. And out of his mouth 
goeth a sharp sword, that with it he should smite 
the nations ; and he shall rule them with a rod of 
iron : and he treadeth the winepress of the fierce- 
ness and wrath of Almighty God. And he hath 
on his vesture and on his thigh a name written, 
King of kings, and Lord of lords." 

The armies in heaven, following their Illustrious 
Leader into the hne of battle, and arrayed against 
his opponents, and riding on white horses, are 
symbolical of powers opposed to anarchy, super- 
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stition, and unbelief, and ready to combat those 
other powers which are supporters of tliese evil 
principles. The uniform of these armies is of the 
same fabric and color as the tr.irinents in which is 
arrayed the Bride, the Lamb's Wife, made ready 
for the marriage ; and which symbolize the riorht- 
eousness of the saints (xix. 8). The vision 
appears to denote a divine judirment effected by 
human aijencies ; no doabt the war for which the 
evil spirits were gathering tlie kings of the earth 
under the sixth vial. The lanijuase also suorsests 
the vision of the vintage : so that every circum- 
stance marks this vision as a prediction of the 
closing contest of the time of the end. 

Vers. 17, 18 : " And I saw an angel standing in 
the sun ; and he cried with a loud voice, saying to 
all the fowls that fly in the midst of heaven, Come 
and gather yourselves together unto the supper of 
the great God ; that ye may eat the flesh of kings, 
and the flesh of captains, and the flesh of mighty 
men, and the flesli of horses, and of them that sit 
on them, and the flesh of all men, both free and 
bond, both small and great." This symbolic 
proclamation, so minute and particular, suggests a 
fearful slaughter, and a contest surpassing all pre- 
vious wars in its bloody results. 



THE CLOSE OF THE TIME OF THE END. 251 

Vers. 19-21 : " And I saw the (wild) beast, and 
the kings of the earth, and their armies, gathered to- 
gether to make war against him that sat on the horse 
and against his army. And the (wild) beast ^'as 
taken, and with him the false prophet that wrought 
miracles before him, with which he deceived them 
that had received the mark of the beast, and them 
that worshipped his image. These both were cast 
ah've into a lake of fire burning with brimstone. 
And the remnant were slain with the sword of him 
that sat upon the horse, which sword proceeded out 
of his mouth ; and all the fowls were filled with 
their flesh." 

This description of the battle, taken in connec- 
tion with the previous catastrophes, seems to offer 
its own interpretation. To be cast into a lake of 
fire and brimstone, which is the symbol of eternal 
death, can mean nothing less than to perish ^^ ith- 
out retrieve and without trace. Not an institution, 
ecclesiastical or secular, will remain that is opposed 
to the law of love to God and to man. This de- 
struction in the lake of fire and brimstone is the 
same as the giving of the body of the fourth wild 
beast (Dan. vii. 11) to the burning flame ; the 
same also as the falling into dust of the great 
metallic image. 



XVII. 

THE BINDING OF SATAN AND THE "MIL- 
LENNIUM." 

WHEN that vast fabric shall have fallen 
which is based on the evil passions, ambi- 
tion, superstitions, doubts, and unbeliefs of man- 
kind, a chancre will come on this world such as it 
is impossible for the boldest imagination to grasp. 
Yet there can be no doubt that the present gen- 
eration is beholding the primary/ steps of this 
wonderful change. It is natural, indeed, for 
every age to think its own affairs of more impor- 
tance in the world's history than those of any 
other age ; but it may be said, without fear of con- 
tradiction, that not one other half-century since 
man has been on the earth has been signalized by 
such progress in every department of human 
knowledge, and by such drawing-together of the 
nations, as has marked the last fifty years. The 
nations of opposite sides of the globe have been 
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drawn as near each other as those of contiguous 
continents in former times, tlie nations of a con- 
tinent as those of contiguous districts; and the 
feeling common in ancient times that "stranger'' 
meant " enemy " has vanished for the reason that 
the intercourse of nations is so great already, as to 
make them acquaintances, if not friends. 

There cannot exist any reasonable doubt but 
that this movement is to go on, and that nations 
which have never had aught of intercourse till 
within recent times are to be interfused, and, to a 
degree, amalgamated, bo that civilized and Chris- 
tianized nations will become the friends and teachers 
of less favored communities. For example, the 
attitude of the Japanese towards Americans and 
Europeans is one of the indications of the change 
which marks this part of the nineteenth century. 
Already many of the new discoveries and inven- 
tions which the European races have developed are 
beginning to benefit far-off peoples and ancient 
historical lands. India will soon be traversed by 
thousands of miles of railroads. A railroad has 
already been built in Japan, and others will follow. 
Europe and Farther Asia will soon be joined by 
two lines across our own territory. Swift steam- 

22 
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ships ply remote seas. The half-civilized man is 
aroused by these tokens of movement, and his mind 
is somewhat stirred within him. What will have 
been the effect of this movement, twenty, fifty 
years hence? What will the world be in the old 
age of the children now playing in our streets? 
Is it rash to imagine that all these changes, which 
startle those who grasp their present extent, will 
have been multiplied an hundred- fold after the 
lapse of not many years ? 

It is not right to conclude that this " progress " 
is in itself a benefit : on the contrary, it is easy 
to conceive that it might result in great evils, be- 
cause these men of superior knowledge are not 
made morally better by what they know more. 
Among other things, they have invented means to 
take life in battle more certainly and speedily. 
What if superior knowledge should lead only to 
conquest and tyranny ! What if the moral evils 
of unbelief and misbelief and superstition and hu- 
man selfishness were to gain only a wider field for 
their development by this " running to and fro," 
and increase of knowledge 1 

In order that this great change which is coming 
over the world, and which is easily discerned by 
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one who looks for it, may result in a benefit to 
mankind, it is necessary that the falsities in morals 
and religion, by which civilized nations are delud- 
ed, notwithstanding their civilization, should 
come to an end ; it is necessary that superstition 
and unbelief should be replaced by truth. If this 
latter change could be brought about, so that the 
two great systems which pervert the minds and 
paralyze the consciences of civilized and semi-civ- 
ilized races could be brought to an end ; if, also, the 
traditions of violence could be forgotten ; if this 
revolution could be effected throuorh the Divine 
Mercy, — what would there be to hinder the triumph 
of Christianity? Would not every obstacle have 
been taken away which now hinders the incoming 
of that season of blessedness when " the mountain 
of the Lord's House shall be . . . exalted above 
the hills, and all nations shall flow unto it " ?^ This 
age is beholding the incipient steps of this moral 
revolution : the change will be more evident to the 
eyes of our children. 

Thus, on the one hand, it is not difficult to dis- 
cern cheering signs of the times : on the other 
hand, the prophecy of the Revelation offers to our 
faith the predictions of just such changes as seem 
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SO desirable ; for it has been made evident, that the 
overthrow of every opponent of truth is set forth 
under the guise of a dreadful defeat to be suffered 
by the antichristian powers of every sort. Though 
they still exist at this moment, they seem about to 
be utterly annihilated; for the symbol of their 
destruction is the lake of fire. The dragon, also, 
is to be stopped absolutely in his course of tempta- 
tion, so that no obstacle will remain to that ad- 
vance which the state of the world shows to be so 
eminently probable, as well as desirable. 

Chap. XX. 1—3 : " And I saw an angel come down 
from heaven, having the key of the bottomless pit 
and a great chain in his hand, and he laid hold on 
the dragon, that old serpent, which is the Devil, 
and Satan, and bound him a thousand years, and 
cast him into the bottomless pit, and shut him up, 
and seta seal upon him, that he should deceive the 
nations no more, till the thousand years should be 
fulfilled ; and after that he must be loosed a little 
season." Under this symbol of the binding of the 
Adversary with a chain, and his imprisonment in 
the abyss, is sef forth that cessation of the diabolic 
power which will render the progress of the 
human race possible, without, at the same time. 
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multiplying the evils which are so evident. This 
providential interference for the good of man will 
endure through " a thousand years." It would 
seem that this expression is sufficiently definite, and 
that the literal meaning of the words ought to be 
understood, except for the reason that many ex- 
pressions of time in the prophecies are symbolic ; 
yet it is to be noted, that when the expression is 
manifestly symbolic, as in the twelve hundred and 
sixty days and the equivalent terms, the expression 
is varied to forty-two months, and a time, times, 
and an half. On the otiier hand, it seems natural 
to take the expression, " a thousand years," not as a 
symbolic number, unless to mean a very long 
period. Some, however, have insisted that it must 
mean three hundred and sixty thousand literal 
years. This prolongation of the probation of man 
would seem not to be consonant with the tone of 
the rest of Scripture with respect to the duration 
of this probation. On the whole, then, it is more 
apparently reasonable to consider the duration of 
the season of blessedness on earth to be a thousand 
literal years. 

The prophet Isaiah expatiates upon the season 
of blessedness when "the wolf shall dwell with 
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the lamb, . . . and the lion eat straw like the 

ox; . . . when they shall not hart nor de- 

stroy in all my holy mountain; for the earth 

shall be full of the knowledge of the Lord, as the 

waters cover the sea " (Isa. xi. 6-9). The method 

of interpreting the symbols of Daniel and St. 

John seems to give the clew to the meaning of 

this strange union of creatures of different sorts, of 

peace between the wild beast and liis prey, of the 

change of food from tliat gained by violence to 

that obtained by industry. The wolf and the lion 

are military empires, or the individual robber ; 

each, in his place, practising peace towards his 

neighbor, towards the state its inferior in strength, 

or towards the quiet citizen ; and, in company, 

aiming to produce universal happiness. This 

blessed condition of mankind on earth is often 

before the minds of the Old-Testament prophets, 

and must needs be the same as is intended by the 

phrase of Daniel, that the saints of the Most High 

shall possess the kingdom (after the fall of the 

Roman Empire). 

Imagine, then, that the nations who at present 
dwell on the earth, and who, it seems likely, will 
preserve their languages and their national life a 
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thousand years longer, sliould become disposed, for 
whatever reason, to give up the spirit of aggression 
and contention which has marked the history of 
man for sixty centuries, there would begin to exist 
that blessedness here on earth which so many 
generations have longed for. It is difficult, indeed, 
to grasp the idea of war and violence ceasing, of 
" swords being beaten into ploughshares, and spears 
into pruning-hooks," so natural to man seems a 
state of war, so Utopian the idea of the disbanding 
of armies, and the use of ships only for commerce. 
Yet if mankind are to cease wasting their savings 
in wars, if the prophecy of the " thousand years " 
is to be fulfilled, there must come a change in 
policy and ideas, such as will entirely reverse the 
conduct of nations. And if the Great Tempter 
to evil, the Devil, — "who hath the power of 
death," — were restrained, is it not likely that the 
nations of the world would learn to live together 
like the districts of one well-governed country? 
Under the conditions of the prophecy, why should 
not the whole of Europe become as little liable to 
intestine wars as the Island of Great Britain. 
The ever-contending races of that island have 
been at peace for three hundred years, why not the 
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races of the larger territory of Europe ? And, if 
Earope would keep at peace, its influence would 
keep the whole world at peace. The present 
hinderances to peace and righteousness are moral 
hinderances: these are most certainly to be re- 
moved forever, and it would appear that the time 
is at hand. Let the Great Adversary also be 
bound, and the new race of mankind will read the 
record of past strifes with amazement, — perhaps 
with contempt. 

No one is obliged by the tenor of this interjH'etation 
of the prophecy ^to expect that the nature of man 
will be changed from what it is now. Yet the 
absence of temptation of every sort will render 
the vicious less vile. Individual criminals will be 
restrained and punished as they are now ; and, if a 
nation should be unduly influenced by the love of 
power, it is conceivable that all other nations might 
enforce just dealing, and forbid acts of war by a 
unanimous consent, which the culprit must of ne- 
cessity yield to. The whole world then would 
'* keep the peace," just as a single nation does now 
within its own borders. Already, in a measure, 
nations feel that war is an argument to be used 
only as a last necessity. Does not this foreshadow 
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a period of still greater self-restraint, when wars 
will cease ? 

Vers. 4-6 : " And I saw thrones, and they sat 
upon them, and judgment was given unto them : 
and I saw the souls of them that were beheaded for 
the witness of Jesus and for the word of God, 
and which had not worshipped the beast, neither 
his image, neither had received his mark upon 
their foreheads, or in their hands ; and they lived 
and reigned with Christ a thousand years. But 
the rest* of the dead lived not again until the thou- 
sand years were finished. This is the first resur- 
rection. Blessed and holy is he that hath part in 
the first resurrection : on such the second death 
hath no power; but they shall be priests of God 
and of Christ, and shall reign with him a thousand 
years." 

The meaning of this passage would be more 
clearly ascertained if the reign of Christ could be 
discerned, either as a literal reign, or as being a 
symbol. 

Many have held to the theory of a personal 
reign of Christ on earth during the thousand 
years of blessedness, previous to his coming again 
to judge the world ; or else they have conceived 




2162 PROPHECY AND HISTOBY. ^ 

that the thousand years would be "the day of 
judgment." Either of these schemes involves in 
it the expectation of the personal appearing of the 
Judge and Saviour at the end of the 1,260 years 
of permitted evil, or rather at the conclusion of the 
period which immediately will follow. The former 
scheme is also chargeable with the anomaly of the 
resurrection of deceased saints, and their super- 
natural existence during a thousand years, 
while the economy of the world is continued, and 
men are born and die in the presence of the risen 
saints. 

It seems more reasonable, and more consonant 
with Holy Scripture (which certainly indicates 
but one coming of Christ to judgment, and but 
one literal resurrection of the dead, of the just and 
of the unjust (John v. 28, 29), to under- 
stand the words of St. John in the Revelation as 
symbolic words, and that the reign of Christ, for 
this reason, is not a literal reign (yet not less a 
real reign), but a reign by a universal and volun- 
tary obedience to the principles of His Religion, 
with which, of necessity, is joined the worship of 
His Person. Thus, by a metaphor easily under- 
stood, because the population of the earth during 
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the thousand years will be animated hg the spirit 
of the saints and martyrs, these last might be said 
to have risen again, and to live and reign with 
Christ. This view is strengthened by the next 
clause, which says that the rest of the dead lived 
not till the thousand years were finished. As the 
judgment is not said to follow directly at the end 
of the thousand years, the rest of the dead, who 
began to live again only at its termination, must be 
that portion of mankind who will be deceived 
again by the Adversary, and who will become, like 
the previous race before the period of blessedness, 
opposers of goodness and truth. Thus, in a man- 
ner, this previous race of opposers will live again. — 
The blessing pronounced on those who have part 
in the first resurrection, that is, on the godly race 
of men who will live during the millennium, and 
the freedom of such from the second death, must, 
of necessity, be based on their prevailing holiness 
of life, and obedience to the law of Christ. 

Vers. 7-10 : " And when the thousand years are 
expired, Satan shall be loosed out of his prison, and 
shall go out to deceive the nations which are in 
the four quarters of the earth, Gog and Magog, to 
gather them together to battle: the number of 
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whom is as the sand of the sea. And they went 
up on the breadth of the earth, and compassed the 
camp of the saints about, and the beloved city ; 
and fire came down from God out of heaven, and 
devoured them. And the Devil that deceived them 
was cast into the lake of fire and brimstone, where 
the beast and the false prophet are, and shall be 
tormented day and night tor ever and ever." 

This Scripture shows how decidedly the evil of 
this world has its source in the arts of Satan. It 
requires only that he be bound to filF the earth 
with righteousness ; that he be loosed to fill it with 
wickedness. The events of this prophecy — far 
in the future as they are — seem to precede the final 
account of mankind before the Judge; for the 
Great Adversary is first overcome and cast into the 
place of final misery. In Matt. xxv. 41, our Lord 
declared that this fearful abode wa% 'prepared for 
the Devil and his angels, and that thereinto will be 
cast all who oppose the goodness of God. 



XVIIL 

VISION OF THE JUDGMENT. 

OHAP. XX. 11-15: "And I saw a great white 
thrOne, and him that sat on it, from whose 
face the earth and the heaven fled away; and 
there was found no place for them. And I saw 
the dead, small and great, stand before God ; and 
the books were opened ; and another book was 
opened, which is the book of life : and the dead 
were judged out of those things which were 
written in the books, according to their works. 

And the sea gave up the dead which were in it ; 
and death and hell (hades) delivered up the dead 
which were in them : and they were judged, every 
man according to their works. And death and 
hell were cast into the lake of fire. This is the 
second death. And whosoever was not found 
written in the book of life was cast into the lake 
of fire. 
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XIX. 

THE CnURCH OF THE SAVED. 

CHAP. xxi. 1 : " And I saw a new heaven 
and a new earth : for the first heaven and 
the first earth were passed away ; and there was 
no more sea. 

(And I John saw the holy city, NEW JERU- 
SALEM, coming down from God out of heaven, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband.) 

And I heard a great voice out of heaven, say- 
ings 

Behold, the tabernacle of GOD is with men, 

and he will dwell with them, and they shall be 
his people, and God himself shall be with them, 
and be their God. And God shall wipe away all 
tears from their eyes ; and there shall be no more 
death, neither sorrow, nor crying, neither shall 
there be any more pain ; for the former things are 
passed away. 
And HE That sat upon the throne said, 
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Behold, I make all things new. 

And HE said unto me, 

Write : these words are true and faithful. 

And HE said unto me. 

It is done. I am Alpha and Omega, the begin- 
ning and the end. I will give unto him that is 
athirst of the fountain of the water of life freely. 
He that overcometh shall inherit all things ; and I 
will be his God, and he shall be my son. But the 
fearful and unbelieving, and the abominable, and 
murderers, and w^horemongers, and sorcerers, and 
idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the 
lake which burneth with fire and brimstone ; 
which is the second death." 



XX. 

SUPPLEMENTARY VISION OF THE GLORY OF THE 
f CHURCH DURING THE "MILLENNIUM." 

CHAP. xxi. 2 : "And I John saw the holy city, 
NEW JERUSALEM, coming down from 
God, out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned 
for her husband." 

The prophecy has advanced to the end of its 
course, and has even portrayed with sublime 
brevity the scene of the Last Judgment and the 
blessed state of the Righteous ; yet it seems to 
turn back, and, by a supplementary vision, describes 
the blessedness of the Millennial Church. Ac- 
cording to this view, the first two verses of the 
twenty-first chapter are the headings, so to speak, 
or ''the contents" of what follows. [For this 
reason, the second verse is in a parenthesis on p. 
266 ; and, by reading the third verse directly after 
the first, the sense is brought out more clearly.] 
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Chap. xxi. 2 : "And I John saw the holy city, 
NEW JERUSALEM, coming down from God, 
out of heaven, prepared as a bride adorned for her 
husband.'' . . . Ver. 9 : ''And there came unto me 
one of the seven angels which had the seven vials 
full of the seven last plagues, and talked with me, 
saying, Come hither, I will show thee the Bride, 
the Lamb's Wife." 

This ninth verse connects the vision of the verses 
which follow below with chap. xix. 7-9, in which 
the announcement is made, that " the marriage of 
the Lamb is come, and his wife hath made herself 
ready." By this is understood the reform of the 
Holy Church throughout all the world, from 
evil practice and corrupt doctrine (see p. 245). 
Moreover, this vision which now follows seems to be 
explanatory of that chapter (xix. 7-11) ; for it be- 
gins and ends in an analogous manner, as though 
the vision which now follows were an amplification 
of the verses of that chapter. 

Ver. 10 : ''And he carried me away in the spirit 
to a great and high mountain, and showed me that 
great city, THE HOLY JERUSALEM, de- 
scending out of heaven, from God, having the 
glory of God : and her light was like unto a stone 

23* 



270 PROPHECY AND HISTORY. 

most precious, even like a jasper-stone, clear as 
crystal ; and had a wall great and high, and had 
twelve gates, and at the gates twelve angels, and 
names written thereon, which are the names of 
the twelve tribes of the children of Israel : on the 
east three gates ; on the north three gates ; on the 
south three gates ; and on the west three gates. 
And the wall of the city had twelve foundations, 
and in them the names of the twelve apostles of 
the Lamb. 

And he that talked with me had a golden reed 
to measure the city, and the gates thereof, and the 
wall thereof. 

And the city lieth four-square, and the length is 
as large as the breadth ; and he measured the city 
with the reed, twelve thousand furlongs. The 
length and the breadth and the height of it aire 
equal. And he measured the wall thereof, an 
hundred and forty and four cubits, according to 
the measure of a man, that is, of the angel. 

And the building of the wall of it was of jasper ; 
and the city was pure gold, like unto clear glass. 

And the foundations of the wall of the city 
were garnished with all manner of precious stones. 
The first foundation was jasper ; the second, sap- 
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phire ; the third a chalcedony ; the fourth, an 
emerald ; the fifth, sardonyx ; the sixth, sardius ; 
the seventh, chrysolite : the eight, beryl ; the 
ninth, a topaz; the tenth, a chrysoprasus ; the 
eleventh, a jacinth ; the twelfth, an amethyst. 

And the twelve gates were twelve pearls ; every 
several gate was of one pearl ; and the street of the 
city was pure gold, as it were transparent glass. 

And I saw no temple therein ; for the Lord 
God Almighty and the Lamb are the temple of it. 
And the city had no need of the sun, neither of 
the moon, to shine in it ; for the glory of God did 
lighten it, and the Lamb is the light thereof. 

And the nations of them which are saved shall 
walk in the licjht of it ; and the kino-s of the earth 
do bring their glory and honor into it. And the 
gates of it shall not be shut at all by day ; for 
there shall be no night there. And they shall 
bring the glory and honor of the nations into it. 
And there shall in no wise enter into it any thing 
that defileth, neither whatsoever worketh abomina- 
tion, or maketh a lie : but they which are written 
in the Lamb's book of life. 

And he showed me a pure river of water of 
life, clear as crystal, proceeding out of the throne 
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of God and of the Lamb. In the midst of the 
street of it, and on either side of the river, was 
there the tree of hfe, which bare twelve manner 
of fruits, and yielded her fruit every month ; and 
the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the 
nations. And there shall be no more curse : but 
the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it ; 
and his servants shall serve him : and they shall 
see his face ; and his name shall be in their fore- 
heads. And there shall be no night there ; and 
they need no candle, neither light of the sun; for 
the Lord God giveth them light : and they shall 
reign for ever and ever. 

And he said unto me. 

These sayings are faithful and true ; and the 
Lord God of the holy prophets sent his angel to 
show unto his servants the things which must shortly 
he done, 

(Behold, I come quickly : blessed is he that 
keepeth the sayings of the prophecy of this 
book.) 

And I John saw these things, and heard them. 
And when I had heard and seen, I fell down to 
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worship before the feet of the angel which showed 
me these things. Then saith he unto me, See thou 
do it not ; for I am thy fellow-servant, and of thy 
brethren the prophets, and of them which keep 
the sayings of this book : worship God. 

EXHORTATION AND CONCLUSION. 

And HE saith unto me. Seal not the sayings of 
the prophecy of this book ; for the time i% at hand. 
He that is unjust, let him be unjust still ; and he 
which is filthy, let him be filthy still ; and he that 
is righteous, let him be righteous still ; and he 
that is holy, let him be holy still. 

And, behold, I come quickly ; and my reward is 
with me, to give every man according as his work 
shall be. 

I am Alpha and Omega, the beginning and the 
end, the first and the last. 

( Blessed are they that do HIS commandments, 
that they may have right to the tree of life, and 
may enter in through the gates into the city. For 
without are dogs, and sorcerers, and whoremongers, 
and murderers, and idolaters, and whosoever 
loveth and maketh a lie.) 

I Jesus have sent Mine angel to testify unto 
you these things in the churches. 
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I am the Root and the Ofl&pring of David, and 
the Bricrht and Momino: Star. 

And the Spirit and the Bride say. Come. 

And let him that heareth say, Come. 

And let him that is athirst come. 

And whosoever will, let him take the water of 
life freely. 

For I testify unto every man that heareth the 
words of the prophecy of this book. If any man 
shall add unto these things, God shall add unto 
him the plagues that are written in this book ; 
and if any man shall take away from the words 
of the book of this prophecy, God shall take away 
his part out of the Book of Life, and out of the 
Holy City, and from the things which are written 
in this book. 

He which testifieth these things saith, Surely I 
come quickly : Amen. 

Even so, come. Lord Jesus. 

The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be with 
you all. Amen." 
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The Appendix as first published contained a surmise 
that the decree of In&llibility might be the ^ slaying of the 
Two Witnesses," by depriving the Episcopate of the Uni- 
Tersal Church of its power through the concentration of all 
power in one bishop, in Rome. Important as this decree 
has been as ** woids spoken by the side of the Most High," 
the application of it to this special symbol of prophecy 
seems incorrect ; and so the Appendix has been withdrawn. 

A recent writer says that the ** Kings of the East " 
cannot mean powers which govern in the East, but powers 
which come fipom the East. Yet, unless those powers govern 
before they come, how can they be " kings " ? The mean- 
ing of ''kings "is rulers. If they are kings they must 
rale ; and, if kings from the East, they must rule in the 
East. Dr. Mede and those who follow him say it means the 
Jews when restored ; perhaps the Afghan tribes. Doubtless 
the Jews will be restored ; but the only kings from the East, 
within the scope of the prophecy, are the Christian nations 
of Europe, who rule in the East, whose " Way " is the Suez 
Canal ; and this is especially true of the English. The 
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" Way " has been already prepared, and where are the 
Jews ? The ** Way " of the kings is prepared under the 
sixth yial. The Retom of the Jews will be under the com- 
ing seventh, (he time of trouble, 

Europe is in the same condition now that it was in from 
1815 to 1848, — thirty-three years, — while the "Wild 
Beast was not," because there was no living active head of 
the Wild Beast Empire. The same condition prevails 
now ; but there is no symbol to tell us that the seventh 
bead will revive agun, and once more be an eighth head 
in respect to the Wild Beast. Rather the silence of proph- 
ecy suggests the approach of the final catastrophe, the 
destruction of the body of the Wild Beast in the burning 
flame (Dan. vii 11), or the casting of the captured Wild 
Beast together with the False Prophet alive into a lake of 
fire, — utter destruction (Bev. zix. 20). 

Statement of the Various Intefpretations of Certain Symbols 
made by Writers since the Reformation^ mainly derived 
from EUiot^s " Horce Apocalytica." 

L — LUTHER. 1684. 
The seven seals indicate political and physical evils. 
The seven trumpets indicate spiritual evils. 
The seals and trumpets both extend from the Christian 
era to the end of the Divine Scheme. 
The sixih trumpet means Mohammed and the Saracens. 
The two witnesses mean a succession. 
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The First Beast is the papistic secular reyiyed Roman 
Empire. 

The Second Beast is the Pope's ecclesiastical Empire. 

The s&th head of the Beast is Papal Germany; the 
seventh, Spain ; the eighth, Rome or Italy. 

The sixth vial is the drying up of Papal Rome. 

The 1,000 years extend from St John's time to die 
Turks. 

II. — BALE. 1550. 

Bishop of Ossoby, Ibblaio). 

The seven seats are so many ages of the Church, and the 
seven trumpets and seven vials are parallel in time to the 
seven seals. 

The two witnesses are faithful protestors for the truth. 

The fall of the tenth part of the city means the decay of 
the power of the Papal Church. 

The First Beast is Antichrist. 

The deadly wound of the Beast is the Reformation. 

m. -- BULLINGER. 1557. 

SwrrZBRLAJID. 

The seven seeds indicate in turn the spread of the Gospel, 
scarcities, pestilences, martyrdoms. 

The tioo witnesses mean a succession. 

The First Beast is the Pagan Roman Empire. 

The Second Beast is the Papal Antichrist His two 
horns mean the sacerdotal and royal prerogatives. 

The Image of the Beast means the new secular Empire 
of Rome. 
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The soak vkd means the drying-iip <^ Papal Babylon. 
Hie 1,000 jean of Uesaedness are to be estimated from 
ChrifltTs Awcemdon, or from A.D. 60. 

IV. — FOXE. 1686. 

The first four seals mean the four empires of Babylon, 
Persia, Greece, and Borne. 

The fifth seal indicates the martyrdoms of Christians 
during the Pagan persecutions. 

The,^^ trumpet means the Saracens. 

Hie sixth trumpet means the Turks. 

V. — BBIGHTMAN. 1600. 

The Jifth trumpet means the Saracens. 
The sixth irunq>et"mMaiB the Turks. 

VL— PABEUS. 1608. 
The 1,260 years began in A.D. 606. The 1,260 days of 
the woman's nourishment mean the same period. 

VII. — MEDE. 1627-1682. 
The Jifth trumpet means the Saracens. ^ 

The sixth trumpet means the Turks. The smoke and 

sulphur of this vision refer to the use by the Turks of 

cannon. 
The sixth vial indicates the exhaustion of the Turkish 

Empire. 
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I 

Vm. — FLEMING. 1701. 
London. 

The four seah denote troubles within the Roman Empire. 

The Jirstfour trampets; Gothic inyasions. 

The star that fell from heaven, the apostate Bi^op of 
Rome. 

The two toitnesseSf the Albigenses and Waldenses. 

The fourth Skudjifth trumpets, the Saracens, the Turks. 

The seven vials began at the Reformation. (1 ) 

The sixth vial is judgment on the Turkish power. 

The war of Armageddon will be within the ** States of 
the Church." 

IX. — VITRINGA. Died 1722. 
Friesland. 

The tenth part of the papal city means one of the 
Roman kingdoms. 

The sixth ^rumjpet indicates the Turks. 

The flood absorbed by the earth was the armies of the 
Saracens. 

X.-.DAUBUZ. 1720. 

The sixth seal means the Ml of Paganism* 

The season of thejifth ^rtfm/>«< indodes the time from the 
public opening of Mohammed's mission, A. D. 612, to the 
removal of the Saracen caliphs to Bagdad, A. D. 762. 

The Image of the Beast is the Pope. 

The Second Beajst is the ecclesiastical Empire. The two 
horns are Rome and Constantinople. 
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XL — SIB ISAAC HEWTOH. 
DiXD 1TS7. PusLmiKD 17SS. 
Tlie jbrU irwmpA meant die invasifm \tj Alnie from the 



llie JMOfuf tmmpety tiie attack of the Yisigodis and Yan- 
dala cm We«teni Gaul and ^laiii. 

Hie Hard trvmpei, the attack od Northem Africa bj the 
Yandab. 

llie fomih tnm^Mif die attack of the Ostiogotha and 
Lombardfl od Korthern Italy. 

The ./^ft-iifi^ef means die Saraceni. 

The nxik anoRpef means the Turks from 1063 to 145S. 

The First Beast is the Latin decem-regal em^ze. 

Sir Isaac thought that dbecnrltj respecting the prophecies 
would cease under the tevenik teedy in which he was correct 
He also thought that s up ers li tioii would be destroyed bj 
infidelity.. 

xn.— wmsTON. iroe to 1744. 

Hie first ikree trumpeis mean the ravages of Alaric and 
other conquerors on the Boman Empire. 

Thejifth trumpet means the Saracens. 

The $ixth tnmgtet means the Turks. The hour, day, 
month, and year of their dominion extended firom May 19, 
1801, to Sept. 1, 1697. He dated the 1,260 '< days ** from 
A.D. 606. He said, that as the seyenth seal includes the 
seven trumpets, so the seTcnth trumpet includes the seven 
Tials. 
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Xm.— BISHOP NEWTON. 1764. 

The first four seals mean troubles within the Roman 
Empire. 

The Jifth seal means persecution of the Christians. 

The sixth seal, the downfall of Paganism. 

The first ybtir trumpets, troubles upon the Roman Empire. 

Thejifih trumpet means Mohammed and the Saracens. 

The sixth trumpet^ the Turks. 

The two witnesses, the main part not yet fulfilled (1 754). 

The Beast is the revived idolatrous Empire of Rome 
under the Papacy* 

XI V. — GALLOWAY. 1780. 

The sixth seal means Christianity under Constantine. 

The first ybur trumpets, the Gothic invasions. 

The Jifth trumpet, the Saracens. 

The sixth trumpet, the Turks. 

The Beast firom the abyss is Revolutionary France. 

The two witnesses were slain in France : revived A.D. 

1797. 

XV.— BICHENO. 1796-1806. 

ft 

The 1,260 years extend from A.D. 529 to 1789. 
The two witnesses were slain in France, A.D. 1685. 
The Jifth trumpet means the Saracens. 
The sixth trumpet means the Turks. 

XVL — GEORGE STANLEY FABEB. 1806-1868. 

Substantially his scheme is in this book. 
The first four seals mean Babylon, Persia, Greece, and 
Rome. 
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The fifth and sizth trompets, the Saracens and the 
Turks. 

The seventh trwapetj the French Beyolution. 

The nxOi vialj the exhaustion of the Turkish power. 

The First Wild Beast, the Roman Empire. 

The septimo-octave head, the French emperorship, slain 
at Waterloo, revived, becoming the eighth, bj Napoleon 

m. 

XVn. — CUNINGHAME. 1843. 

The seals and trumpets are parallel in time. 

The seventh head was wounded to death by the Heruli, 

but revived in the decem-regal popedom. (A pre-millena- 

rian.) 

XVra. — FREBE. 1860. 

The Napoleonic seventh head of the Wild Beast was cut 
down, and is to revive as an infidel atheistic power against 
the Church. (A pre-millenarian.) 

XIX. — ELLIOTT. 1868. Fifth EornoN. 

The first four seals indicate calamities to the Bomaa 
Empire. 
TheJiJVi seedy ealamities to the Church. 
The sixth seal, downfall of heathenism. 
The first four trumpets, the Gothic invasions. 
The^A trumpet, the Saracens. 
The sixth trumpet, the Turks. 
The seventh trumpet, the French Revolation. 
The sixth vial, the exhaustion of the Turkish power. 



A Book fop every Glepg'jman's Librapy, 

A Book fop evepy Sunday School Libpapj. 

A Book fop evepj Papish Libpapj. 



< ^»^ » 



Prophecy Interpreted by History, 

BY REV. JOHN W. BIRCHMORE, A. M. 



Commended by the following Clergy and others: 

Rev. Samuel R. Johnson, D.D., Prof. General Theological Seminary, New York. 
Rev, Fred'k J. Goodwin, D. D., Rector Christ Church, Middletown, Conn. 
Rev. J. L. Watson, D. D., Chaplain United States Navy, 
Rev. W. H. Mills, Rector St. Mary's Church, Boston, Mass. 

F. E. Oliver, M. D., Boston, Mass. 
Rev. E. M. P. Wells, D.D., Rector of St. Stephen's Church, Boston, Mass. 
Rev. Thos. R. Lambert, D.D., Rector of St. John's Church, Charlestown, Mass. 
Rev. Geo. W. Porter, D.D., Constableville, Diocese of Central New York. 




I was much pleased with your thought fu1,*weli studied and well written 
book. Pkofessor SAMUEL P. JOHNSON, D.D. 

General (Episcopal) Theo. Seui., N. Y. 

I found your book very interestinor. Its statements are simple and clear; 
its view of the prophecies in their relation to each other is excellent, and it 
is free from those extravagances In which writers on this sul)ject are apt to 
indulge. I most heartily wis^h you may accomplish your object of awaken- 
ing a deep interest iu this neglected portion of Qt>d^s Word. 

kev. wm. h. mills, 

St. Mary's, (Dorchester) Boston, Mass. 

I have read this volume with more than ordinary care and attention, and 
have been struck with the clearness and ingenuity, the thorough research, 
and marked ability by which it is characterized. No one can peruse it 
withoirt; signal profit. Kev. F. J. GOODWIN, D. D. 

Christ Church, Middletown, Conn. 

I have read with much interest Rev. Mr. Birchmore's Views of Sacred 
Propliecj', and 1 recommend the careful perusal of his book to every thougbt- 
fulaud earnest student of the important and difficult subject wbereof lie treats. 

Rev. GEO. W. PORTER, D. D. 
Constableville, Diocese Central New York. 

I am sure that the book is a positive* addition to this department of re- 
ligious learning. F. E. OLIVER, M. D., Boston. 



(DJPXl>rX01>TS OIF THE I^E^ESS. 

Boston Daily Traveller. 

Elegantly printed and neatly bound. * ♦ * The theory of the author 
is ingenious, and the methodical arrangement of his chronological tables 
complete and clear. It seems to be his object not to mystify the reader as 
do many interpreters of prophecy, but to make plain his views on the subject 
to the comprehension of the general mind. ♦ ♦ * The book is an inter- 
esting study. 

Boston Daily Transcript. 

He writes in good style, * ♦ * in clear and flowing English. 

Boston Daily Post. 

A work of no little interest to the curious. 

American Xiiterary Gazette, Philadelphia. 

We commend Mr. Birchmore's volume to our readers. 

Neiv York Daily Tribune. 

It is a work of curious Ingenuity, presenting many points of interest to 
students of the Scriptures who hold to the literal interpretation of prophecy, 
and seek for the fultilment of the '^dark sayings of old"' in the course of 
modern history. 



Bo9|;on Liiterary World. 

Those persons who take pleasure in the tracing of political events back 
to the warrant of inspired but obscure prophec3% will read his book with 
interest, since it exhibits the results of careful research, and no little acute- 
ness of reasoning. Viewing the visions of Daniel and John one hy one, he 
interprets each, and explains its practical meaning, and its consequences 
as they have appeared and will ai)pear in the history of the world. The 
correspondence between the vaticinations of the prophets and certain his- 
torical events — some of them having happened in our time — as pointed out 
by the author, is striking and suggestive. 

Neur York Churcli Journal. 

It is a new view tracked out in the works of Daniel and St. John, and the 
author writes with marked precision and force, as one who has labored 
thoughtfully in a field of great interest to him. 

, J Watcbmaii and Keflector, (Baptist) Boston. 

Our author has gathered wisely fiom the works of his predecessors 
the most obvious and judicious results of their investigalions, and has added 
his own suggestions, with the reasons for them, seeking only by God's works 
to throw light on the meaning of God's Word. * * * We are liappy to 
commend the book under notice to those wlio desire to inform themselves as 
to the interpretation of the Scripture prophecies. 






Cbrlstlan Year, Aug^. 1871. Episcopal. 

The path of the past is comparatively plain, and the author of this treatise 
has done excellently well in making history the key to the unlocking of the 
comprehensive prophecies of Daniel and St. John. We knoio of no manual 
ichich has brought the vast outline of these great prophets more successfully 

within the reach of every day Bible readers than this, 

\ 

Cong:regrationalist, Boston. 

/ This is a work which may be safely commended as thoughtful and 

^ cautious. * * * The writer looks for the speedy dawn of the Millennial 

; years in which the world will be at peace, and righteousness in the ascendant. 

V, 

; Christian Witness, (!Episcopal) Boston. 

The author writes in a clear, intelligible style, and wliatever may be the 
ultimate judgment of Christian scholars concerning his work, many of his 
historical intei-pretations are very striking. * * * The author identities 
the wild beast with seven heads and4en horns witli the Roman Empire, and 
the French Emperorship (under the great Napoleon) ''arising in that king- 
dom of the ten which by sole survivorship was the heir of the Ruman 
Empire," with tlie last of the seven heads of the wild beast. 
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PROPHEeY INTERPRETED BY HISTORY, 

INCLUDING PRESENT EVENTS. 

Bsing a Brief and Popular Explanation of Daniel and St. Johni 

By JOHN W. BIRCH MORE. A.M., Rector of Christ Church, Hyde Park, 
Mass; pp. 279, cloth $1.50, E. P. Dutton & Co., New York. 

A. Williams & Co , Boston. 



Besides giving a general view of ttie wliole scheme of the ahove named 
prophetic books, this work contains new and original solutions of several 
visions and symbols hitherto obscure, among them of the prophecy of *• the 
Decree of Infallibility," and brings the current of interpretation down to 
our own time, A. D. 1871. The author shows that the 2,200 mystic days of 
Daniel, and the 1260 mystic days of St. John, have just ceased, and (if so) 
that w^ are living under the " Seventh Vial," and so on the eve of further 
wonderful political, social and religious changes. 

The above book will be sent to any ^Mvqb^^ postpaid^ on remittance of 
^1.50 to 

E. P. DUTTON & CO., 713 Broadway, New York, 
A. WILLIAMS & CO., 135 Washington St., Boston. 
Or it may be ordered of any bookseller in the United States. , 
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